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Off Old Road,
Hyde, Cheshire,
SK14 4SQ
Flowery Field Primary School



Principal – Mrs C Silk
April 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,
Over the course of this half-term, our humanities focus will be History. Our topic is titled:
The Industrial Revolution.

As part of this topic, the children will be developing their historical knowledge and enquiry skills by exploring six key questions:

L1 – What was the Industrial Revolution? 
L2 – Why did the Industrial Revolution start in Britain and in Manchester?
L3 – How did transport change during the Industrial Revolution?
L4 – What was life like for children working in factories?
L5 – How did new inventions change people’s lives?
L6 – What is the legacy of the Industrial Revolution in Manchester today?

To support your child’s learning, there is some essential vocabulary that will be used throughout this unit:

Vocab:
Industrial Revolution – A period of rapid change when machines replaced hand tools and factories grew.
Canal – A man-made waterway used to transport goods on boats.
Factory – A large building where people worked to make goods using machines.
Steam engine – A machine that uses steam power to work and move things like trains and machines.
Textiles – Cloth or fabric, often made in factories during the Industrial Revolution.
Cotton mill – A factory where cotton was spun and woven into cloth.
Urbanisation – The growth of towns and cities as people moved in for work.
Child labour – When children worked long hours in factories or mines.
Inventor – A person who creates a new device or process.
Transport – Ways of moving people or goods from one place to another, including canals, railways, and roads.

We kindly ask that you support your child in learning the definitions of these words at home. In class, we will be revisiting this vocabulary regularly and carrying out some low-stakes quizzing to help consolidate understanding. An example of ones of these quizzes can be found here:
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Thank you very much for your continued support. If you have any questions about this topic, please do not hesitate to contact the class teacher.

Yours sincerely, 

Year 5 Team
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