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Principle 4 - Assessment for Learning
At Flowery Field AfL is embedded in everyday practice to improve teaching and learning.  
“Assessment for learning is the process of seeking and interpreting evidence for use by learners and their teachers to decide where the learners are in their learning, where they need to go and how best to get there.”  
“It’s part of everyday practice by students, teachers and peers that seeks, reflects upon and responds to information from dialogue, demonstration and observation in ways that enhance ongoing learning.” – Dylan Williams.  
Why is AFL so important? 
By knowing our children individually, we are able to see their starting point and their next steps. We are then able to provide scaffolding for them as and when required by immediately addressing misconceptions and to assess understanding at each stage of the lesson. We can also set an appropriate level of challenge for all learners, enabling us to increase the level of challenge as needed throughout the lesson.
Implementation
Teachers demonstrate high expectations of learners in terms of progress and quality of work. 
Effective written and verbal feedback ensures all leaners are clear of their next steps. Teachers use this to adapt learning, both within and between lessons. 
Daily ‘Fix it time’ ensures learners have time to reflect and act on feedback in their quest for beautiful work.
Skilful questioning ensures children are challenged at an appropriate level and any gaps or misconceptions are identified and addressed timely through ‘Leaps to Success’. 
Success Criteria (WIN)
Learning objectives are made achievable through clear transferable success criteria (WIN) that are shared with the children.  Learners are taught to identify specific ways in which they can improve through WINs. This approach is modelled, within lessons, to ensure all learners develop their understanding and have the skills necessary to succeed.  
Within our Foundation Subjects, sessions are based around a focused question which supports children’s understanding.  These are set out in our knowledge organisers and referred to regularly.  
Working walls ensure children are supported at all stages of the learning journey.  
Peer and Self-Assessment
Teachers create optimum conditions for learning, ensuring children have the opportunity to develop their learning through collaboration.
Self and peer assessment techniques are taught and used to maximise learning.  
Children are exposed to each other’s work to enable them to develop their own understanding.  Through discussion learners are able to deepen their own understanding and new learning emerges.
Retrieval Practice
Opportunities for retrieval practice are built in daily. These are informed by formative and summative assessments. 
· Recap at the start of each lesson
· Retrieval quiz (Starter Question)
· Low-stakes quiz, quickfire questions and answers (123 Show Me)
· Focus Question (Talk Partners)
· TTRS, Numbots, Mastery Maths
Other forms of assessment take place through more formal methods, which include: 
· Daily Arithmetic and SPAG
· NFER/end of unit assessments
· Spelling/ Handwriting tasks
· Pre and Post unit carousel assessments 

Celebrate Mistakes
Staff recognise that mistakes are an essential part of the learning process and children view these as a learning opportunity. 
Common mistakes are identified through the feedback cycle and used as a focal point in future lessons.  
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