
Forefield Junior School is a P.R.O.U.D.  

school built on Passion and Respect,  

where Opportunities can be seized by Unique and Determined learners. 

Subject Leader Report: Art 

Art is taught through a ‘Learning Challenge’ curriculum. It builds on children’s skills and 

knowledge as they move through the school.  Continuity and progression are built around the 

objectives, skills and knowledge laid out in the art curriculum and progression map. This has 

allowed us as a school to have greater autonomy over what to teach and how to teach the 

subject areas, whilst ensuring that the essential skills expected of each year group are still 

being covered. As the challenges are devised, new and exciting art projects can be planned. 

The art curriculum is accessible to all children using a variety of media to aid independent 

research, for instance, the use of the iPads, the Internet and studying artists. Children work 

individually, in groups, pairs or as whole classes to analyse and appraise each other’s final 

pieces of work.  

The needs of SEND children are met through various means including the use of 

differentiated work, the support of teaching assistants, adaptation of resources available to 

them or mixed ability pairings as appropriate. 

Art Curriculum 

The Art National Curriculum asks us to ‘engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping them 

with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art.’   

It sets out the following aims for all pupils: 

 produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences  

 become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design 

techniques  

 evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design  

 know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical 

and cultural development of their art forms. 

The National Curriculum then sets out the following subject content for children to be 

taught across Key Stage 2: 

Pupils should be taught:  

 to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and 

revisit ideas  

 to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and 

sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]  

 about great artists, architects and designers in history. 

http://www.forefieldjuniors.co.uk/reception.html
http://www.forefieldjuniors.co.uk/reception.html


The above aims and subject areas are covered through the following topics, shown below on 

the long-term plan: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The curriculum maps for each year group (shown below) lead on from the long-term plan, 

showing the objectives to be 

covered during each topic: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 3 

YEAR 4 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The learning objectives shown on the curriculum maps match those listed on the progression 

map, which was adapted last year, this ensures that the skills being taught during the art 

lessons show progression throughout the art curriculum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 5 

YEAR 6 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment 

Teachers monitor progress continually and adjust their teaching accordingly. Much of the 

learning covered in this subject is very much hands-on and kinaesthetic, providing practical 

learning so that skills learnt either in this teaching session or from previous years can be 

built on, become embedded and so ensure concrete learning. 

Teachers assess the skills taught after each topic and complete an assessment sheet stating 

whether each individual child is below/expected/exceeding the age-related expectations in 

the areas taught.  I then collate the data provided and identify areas for development.   

In art last year 95% of pupils achieved expected plus with 10% exceeding expectations for 

their year group. 

These results show all year groups are achieving highly in art. 

 



Assessment is supported by the book scrutiny that takes place every year, where I can look 

through sketchbooks and at finished pieces of the children’s work. 

Previously, the analysis of sketchbooks and children’s work led towards further developing 

the use of sketchbooks throughout the school. This has become an area of strength this 

year.  Last year, I introduced more artists and designers, where appropriate, to each year 

group to start each topic of work which has been further embedded and enhanced the 

children’s learning as well as inspiring their artwork.  The children use their sketchbooks to 

research and collate information about the artist, or topic, finding facts, trying out their 

techniques and developing their own skills as well as creating their own pieces of work 

inspired by the artist or style. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Sketchbooks are a fantastic way to showcase and celebrate children’s work, the children 

love looking back at their work from previous years and can see the progress they have made 

which in turn inspires them to work hard.’  

 

Monitoring, evaluation and review. 

This includes looking at planning, displays, work samples, resources, photographs, listening to 

what teachers say, what pupils say and looking at the data provided by class teachers.  Book 

scrutiny takes place during the year.  This gives me the opportunity to see how art is being 



taught in each classroom, across a year group and throughout the school and to check that it 

matches the curriculum map, progression map, long-term plans, and medium-term planning. 

Planning is of a high standard and the new Art curriculum has provided the opportunity for 

many new and exciting art projects to engage and interest the children as well as build on 

the skills being taught across the key stage.  

For example: 

Year 5 study architecture so look at architecture around the world, the work of Antoni 

Gaudi as well as the buildings in Liverpool.  This is enhanced by a trip to the Museum of 

Liverpool where children can sketch and learn 

about the three Graces from inside the 

museum, leading to a printing project once 

back in school as well as designing and making 

chimneys inspired by Antoni Gaudi. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 planning was updated to include painting alongside 

the artist John Dyer, from the Eden project to produce a 

painting inspired by the 

rainforest. 

  

 



Arts Week 

A particular highlight this year, and every year, was our extremely successful Arts Week.   

This year, for Arts Week, I signed up to Sky Arts again (following a fantastic Arts Week 

the previous year) who provided most of the resources we needed to have an amazing week 

exploring THE ARTS. This took place from the 17th June to the 21st June. 

The theme for the week was CONNECTIONS and this was explored through sounds, marks, 

words, images and moves.   

I allocated the lower juniors (years 3 & 4) and upper juniors (years 5 & 6) with one strand 

from each of the above modules.  All the PowerPoints and resources needed, including videos 

introducing the activities, lesson plans and challenge cards were saved in the R/Drive in a 

folder called Arts Week 2024 for the teachers to access. 

 

 
     

LJ instruments 2D poetry photography drama 

UJ singing 3D poetry photography movement 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After watching the videos and thinking about the work the children would produce, I thought 

more about the theme CONNECTIONS.   I included some ideas for year groups to try to 

show more of the children’s connections through the arts.  The family portraits and ‘shout-

out’ pictures, I suggested, could include more about their beliefs & values, personality, 

culture & heritage, family, places they have visited & where they live, friendships, hobbies & 

interests, and special possessions.  We were also able to include work inspired by a Wellbeing 

workshop we had taken part in earlier in the year, all about kindness and how this connected 

us with other people. 

Following on from the workshop we took part in 

earlier in the year, children could create a 

positive message that helps them to connect 

with the world around them, kindness and 

themselves. 

 

 

 

https://schoolofkindness.us3.list-

manage.com/track/click?u=d5cb8c2b7921f5080b59e12f3&id=71178b5d1f

&e=8814a1819f 

 
 Draw/ paint/ collage a 

family portrait, this could 

include anybody the 

children consider to be 

part of their family. 

https://schoolofkindness.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d5cb8c2b7921f5080b59e12f3&id=71178b5d1f&e=8814a1819f
https://schoolofkindness.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d5cb8c2b7921f5080b59e12f3&id=71178b5d1f&e=8814a1819f
https://schoolofkindness.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d5cb8c2b7921f5080b59e12f3&id=71178b5d1f&e=8814a1819f


Create a colourwash 

background add detail 

using a different 

medium. 

Add a black & white 

photograph of 

themselves. 

Type onto pieces of 

paper what they feel 

connected to. 

Cut out and add to 

the background. 

Create a background using 

images the children can 

collect of clubs they 

belong to, people they 

feel connected to etc. 

Draw a portrait of 

themselves on a separate 

piece of paper using pen, 

pencil, pastels, cut it out 

and stick onto the 

collaged background. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A display was created in the Studio, showcasing artwork produced by each class during the 

week.  Mr Swift also organised for each class to complete a section of the painting ‘Luncheon 

of the Boating Party’ by Pierre Auguste Renoir, using their chosen medium, to reveal during 

the Proud assembly at the end of the week.  This was the central focal point of the display, 

as seen below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Technology 

Children continue to use iPads to create pieces of art using the Brushes app, PicCollage and 

have also been using iPads to research the topic or artist they are studying, recording 

findings into their sketchbooks.  Year 4 make Picasso style faces using iPads by working in 

pairs to take photographs of their facial features (nose, ear, mouth, eyes) and put them 

together using PicCollage to create a new face. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ambleside 

Last year, we took paints and sketchbooks with us on a walk during the Year 6 residential to 

Ambleside.  Across three days, the children set off to walk Loughrigg with a sketchbook and 

watercolour paints in their backpacks.  It was such a success, we decided to do it again this 

year but with smaller 

sketchbooks for ease of 

transportation! 

The children, joined by 

some of the adults, sat 

and painted the 

landscape of Rydal 

Water.  Children loved 

taking part in this 

activity, saying how 

‘calming’ it was and 

received lovely 

comments from fellow 

fell walkers who 

thought it was a 

fantastic idea. 

 



Art Galleries 

Art displays are valued at Forefield Junior School.  There are galleries in the corridor 

showcasing art across the school as well as a gallery of the artists studied in each year 

group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Visiting Artist 

Last year we invited a local artist into school to enhance the Year 5 art topic ‘Pop Art’.   

Children worked alongside artist (cartoonist) Stuart Harrison from Amazing Cartoon 

Academy who is based at the Bluecoat in Liverpool.  He worked with each Year 5 class for a 

full day to develop their drawing skills using a cartoon, Pop Art style.  The children gave 

Stuart ideas, based on the work they were doing or had previously done in school to create 

exciting, vibrant pieces of art work, such as; Yayoi Kusama playing music on the decks, one of 

the Year 5 children riding on the back of a dragon from Darwin’s Dragons whilst chasing a 

young Queen Victoria (also from Darwin’s Dragons, a book studied by Year 5).   The outcome 

was amazing with many of the children’s masterpieces now framed and on display in the 

school hall.  

Stuart said he really enjoyed his time working with the children,  

‘Well I must say that the last 3 days has been a hoot with your gang. 

I hope they had as much fun as I did.’ 

 

 



Pupil Voice 

 

I asked some children about their experience of art in our school and have included some 

comments below: 

 

‘Art is fun because we get to make all sorts of things.  Once we made our very own Iron Men 

and that was fun. Also, everyone gets to do it.’ 

‘Even though art can be hard sometimes, we always get help so we manage to do it.  I love 

art.’ 

‘I feel very happy in art lessons because we do different things every lesson so we can never 

get bored.’ 

‘I think we have art lessons so we can express the things we like.’ 

‘Art in our school 

is amazing.  

Forefield Juniors 

is good at art and 

the teachers are 

too.’ 

‘I feel happy in 

art lessons 

because we get 

to learn about 

different artists 

and their work.’ 

‘I think we have art lessons so we can express who we are whilst learning.’ 

‘If I don’t know or understand what I am meant to do I can ask for help and my teacher will 

help me with it.’ 

‘I feel happy as we get to draw hard and challenging things like the Iron Men.’ 

‘Art is really exciting at Forefield because we make our own unique pieces by ourselves 

creating masterpieces that we can look back on in our art lessons.’ 

‘I always feel curious because art is so interesting and very different.  I don’t know a more 

interesting lesson than art with stone carvings to abstract art.’ 

 

 

 



British Values 

 

At Forefield Junior School we clearly understand our responsibility in preparing children for 

their next stage of education and for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of 

later life, laying the 

foundations so that 

they can take their 

place successfully in 

modern British society. 

We promote a respect 

for and understanding 

of different faiths, 

cultures and lifestyles. 

The spiritual, moral, 

social and cultural 

development of each 

child is central to 

everything that we do 

as a school and central 

to our vision of P.R.O.U.D.  This is evidenced through our teaching and learning, our inclusive 

environment and through the many opportunities provided for our children to understand 

democracy, law, liberty, mutual respect and tolerance.  

 

Next steps. 

• Support colleagues with teaching art.  

• Audit and purchase resources for arts projects.  

• To plan Arts week with the support of staff. 

• To produce knowledge organisers for each topic. 

• To evaluate the effectiveness of assessment for art throughout the school. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read my report.  I am extremely PROUD of art at Forefield 

Junior School. 


