Subject Leader Report: Geography

Geography is a valued part of the curriculum in Forefield Junior School. We aim
Yo inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people
that will live with them for the rest of their lives. By delivering quality
Geography lessons, Forefield equip children with knowledge about diverse
people, places, resources and natural and human environments. It is essential
children can understand different places on earth and how they relate with
each other whilst also learning key knowledge about their home through local
studies. Geography helps children to learn the physical systems of everyday
life, like the implications of climates, water cycles or weather.

We have designed our curriculum to be as interactive as possible in our school,
providing the children with stimulating ‘hands-on’ experiences. Whilst we are
unable to travel across the globe, we can help the children to understand the
world and the people that live here through engaging lessons, outside of school
fieldwork, inside of school fieldwork, themed events, local studies, themed
reading areas (Y6 Rainforest), residential visit to the Lake District and the
handling of Geographical equipment. However, some of these interactive
experiences have been adapted due to the restrictions of COVID-19 over the
last few years but in this report we can celebrate how many are back into our
curriculum!

Topic Timetable

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term

The Lake District Sefton Coast

Year 3

Europe and Spain Local Study of Crosby

Year 4

Earthquakes, Mountains The Americas
Year 5 e

dnd volcanoes

Rivers Tropical Rainforests

Year 6

In addition to the curriculum, our Pupil Guarantee aims to ensure that every
child finds their passion through developing curiosity about the world around
them - through science, nature or learning about other cultures, and discovering
a sense of wonder. As well as extending their learning through visits and
visitors - opening their eyes to the world beyond the school walls, culminating in
a residential visit to Ambleside in Year 6.



Our Geography curriculum supports our pupil guarantee through helping the
children to develop a curiosity about the world around them and extending their
learning through visits and visitors.

Y3 Visit to Sefton Coast - It was wonderful to see Year 3 enjoy a trip to

Formby to learn about the different features of the landscape to link to the
Sefton Coast topic. Each class had a fun-packed afternoon learning lots when
they travelled to Southport Eco Centre.

Year 4 Local Study of Crosby / Drama workshop -

Despite some improvements, our fieldwork was still adapted last year. As an
alternative, we decided to have a higher emphasise on the landmarks of Crosby
using maps to identify them. An extra Geographical experience we added to the
Year 4 curriculum was to invite One Day Creative drama for an Arctic and
Antarctic workshop to link to the Science curriculum. Children were able to
learn about how different the two different poles are through performing arts
and learn the importance of climate change and wildlife found there.
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Year 5 Earthquakes & Volcanoes - Children had the chance to link their
learning to a fantastic Earthquakes & Volcanoes workshop. Children learned
through performing arts what Earthquakes and Volcanoes are, what causes them
to happen and what humans do to protect themselves! We had excellent
feedback from staff and children and we have rebooked for the next academic
year.

Year 6 / Rainforest Topic - As a part of the final ferm for Year 6 children at
Forefield, reading areas are transformed into the Rainforest! Children learn all
about the tropical paradise from the different layers to the diverse wildlife
that live there. Another celebration from this year is that we were able to
facilitate having ZooLab workshops back into FJS. Children were able to learn
about animals and creatures that can be found in the Amazon Rainforest!
Guided by a ZooLab Ranger, children got up close and met snakes, tarantulas,
frogs and millipedes! Another brilliant addition this year was an afternoon
workshop collaborating with artist John Dyer - he provided a zoom for all 90
Year 6 children to give us information about the Amazon with many links fo Art.
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Year 6 Residential to Ambleside - Another celebration is that we finally
returned o Ambleside for our end of KS2 residentiall Linking with our
Geography curriculum, Year 6 are able to spend 5 days in the Lake District.
Over the course of the trip, children participate in a range of different
activities from learning all about Lake Windermere whilst out canoeing, climbing
a ghyll or using their prior knowledge of map work to navigate their way up a
fell. This year, children also had a chance to explore Ambleside with their
group leader learning all about this popular town.
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At our school, we are using a skills-based term assessment system linked to
our Geography curriculum. For Autumn, Spring and Summer, teachers will
assess pupils against key objectives by deciding if they think each child is
working below /at/ or above the age-related expectations. As the Geography
co-ordinator, I have collated the data for this subject area to look for areas of
success and areas that can be developed. This then provides me with the
information needed to plan for next tferm / year.

Below is the assessment data for Geography in 2022/23 academic year:
Geography 83% EXP+ with 17% EXC

Year 3 - 78% EXP+ with 15%EXC

Year 4 - 83% EXP+ with 22% EXC

Year 5 - 83% EXP+ with 15% EXC

Year 6 - 86% EXP+ with 17% EXC

Our results show a consistent approach towards Geography assessment across
the school in each year group.

There is a higher percentage of children who have met the expected standard
/ exceeding expectation than being below.

Results have improved when compared to previous years (pre-pandemic) and it is
important to compare these results again next year with our new assessment
strategies for foundation subjects.

Here are the end of Year 6 expectations:

e I canuse Ordnance Survey symbols and 6 figure grid references

e I can answer questions by using a map

e I can use maps, aerial photographs, plans and e-resources to describe
what a locality might be like

e T can explain why people are attracted to live where they live - for
economic/social reasons as well as climate/geography

e I can name and locate desert regions and the world's major rivers in an
atlas

e I can identify and name the Equator, Tropics of Capricorn and Cancer
and the Arctic/Antarctic circles



Pupil Voice

During our Ofsted inspection in the previous year, there was an emphasis on
pupils being able to engage with the inspector about Geography. Over 12
children from two different year groups all had their chance to discuss lessons,
learning and what they enjoyed about Geography. All of the feedback from the
Ofsted inspector was very positive and children enjoy Geography at Forefield.

In the last academic year, I carried out pupil voice to gain an understanding of
how our children felt about the subject. I had a 'What I love' and ‘What I would
wish for' option to complete.

Y6 pupil: 'T loved creating a meander in the quad - that was my favourite part. I
wish I could have went to Crosby beach in Year 4.

Y4 pupil: 'T loved learning about where I live! T could see the road where I live
(on a map).

Y5 pupil: ‘My favourite was learning all about volcanoes but I did like finding out
about the countries in America (South) too'.

Y3 pupil: 'Sefton Coast is the best trip. I know how the sand dunes move over a
long time." T wish we could have stayed longer.

My focus will shift with pupil voice next year to the knowledge that the children
have learned. Understandably, our children enjoyed talking about their
experiences and I will guide them to share the knowledge they have learned
with specific questions next time.

Enrichment Opportunities

Year 3 - Sefton Coast
Year 4 - Local study
Tour of Crosby
Year 5 - Americas Day / Earthquakes Volcanoes Workshop
Year 6 - Ambleside / Residential
Rainforest Reading Area / Zoo Lab
Drama Workshops Upper and Lower KS2

School Assemblies



School Assemblies

This year, I continued to engage the children
with Geography outside of our curriculum
the country and then click on the footballs to reveal the information.

through school assemblies. I had different T e e
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assembly themes such as 'World Cup Countries | _ hgsine 7

2. Australia

To find out more about each of the countries, click on the name of

3. Belgium
4. Brazil

where the children learned about different B S50 RES
countries that played in the tournament. ; : :
Children gained more of an insight into the
history, climate, population, human and physical
geography of many different countries around
the world! Other Geography themed assemblies
were, ‘What's in the news around the globe?' and 'Soaring all over the world'.

Qatar is warm all year round and gets very hot in summer.
Temperatures can reach 50 degrees centigrade. Hardly any rain falls at
all. Sandstorms are common in Qatar.

Knowledge organisers

KO have continued to be embedded into the curriculum. Staff and children are
becoming a lot more confident using knowledge organisers and it has recently
been agreed that 'child-friendly’ KO similar o Geography will be used
throughout the curriculum in other subjects.




This year, I have continued to update knowledge organisers that I think
would be useful for our Geography curriculum. For example, below is a
knowledge organiser for grid referencing and can be accessed by multiple year
groups. This is not essential for a topic but can be useful for children fo see
key mapping knowledge in specific lessons.

Key Vocabulary

A collection of maps often of Four-Point Compass Eight-Point Compass « A map is criss-crossed with horizontal and vertical lines that - i system for the
e world. = rid.

atlas
each country
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Guided Reading

Following on from our whole-school approach to guided reading, it enabled
excellent opportunities to link other areas of the curriculum. For example, Year
6 study climate zones and biomes around the world during Autumn 1 so to link
with that we created a guided read that focuses on the climates around the
Equator. Despite it being a reading lesson, we have enhanced the children's
geographical knowledge about climates. Other texts we studied that had great
Geography links were 'Climate Change’ and 'Plastic Pollution'.

Subject specific vocabulary
EQUATOR - an imaginary line that circles the Earth half way
between the North and South Poles.

NORTHERN HEMISPHERE - Half of the Earth that is North of the
quator.
SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE - Half of the Earth that is South of the
quator.

LATITUDE - Lines used to find out how far North or South a place is.

LONGITUDE - Lines of longitude are used to see how far East or

West a place is.
[T ————

TERRITORY - an area of land owned by a ruler or state.

CLIMATE - the weather conditions in an area over a long period of
ime.

ORBIT - the curved path of the Earth around the sun.

Sequencing (=
Plastic is a versatile everyday material: it is waterproof, strong, st LO: Can I sequence parts of the text
flexible or moulded. However, the extent ofits use has had a sever ito ths corvect order?
environment. Unrecycled plastic is dumped - into landfills orinto
10 1,000 years to decompose. ven though these statements are not in our daily
outine, they can be found in the text! Use your

Plastic pollution and recycling _have become particularly hot te detective skills to locate their position in the text,

recent years, as envil charities and ts
impacts.

1's have a try together...

Look at the paragraph beginning with, ‘Plastic is a
versatile everyday material...'

What does the word 'versatile' mean when talking about
plastic?




Next Steps

e To attend CPD at cluster meetings with local schools in Crosby.

e Share practise with colleagues from other schools and compare
curriculums.

e Ensure fieldwork is covered in depth with a particular focus on Y4 local
study of Crosby.

e Continue to create links throughout the curriculum with Geography.

e Introduce whole-school map reading / orienteering challenge (summer
term).

e Consolidate assessment strategies for Geography curriculum with the use
of observation, topic quizzes or SeeSaw.

Geography Co-ordinator
Dan Wood



