
Forefield Junior School is a P.R.O.U.D.  

school built on Passion and Respect,  

where Opportunities can be seized by Unique and Determined learners. 

Subject Leader Report: Art 

Art is taught through a ‘Learning Challenge’ curriculum. It builds on children’s skills and 

knowledge as they move through the school.  Continuity and progression are built around the 

objectives, skills and knowledge laid out in the art curriculum and progression map. This has 

allowed us as a school to have greater autonomy over what to teach and how to teach the 

subject areas, whilst ensuring that the essential skills expected of each year group are still 

being covered. As the challenges are devised, new and exciting art projects can be planned. 

The art curriculum is accessible to all children using a variety of media to aid independent 

research, for instance, the use of the iPads, the Internet and studying artists. Children work 

individually, in groups, pairs or as whole classes to analyse and appraise each other’s final 

pieces of work.  

The needs of SEND children are met through various means including the use of 

differentiated work, the support of teaching assistants or mixed ability pairings as 

appropriate. 

Art Curriculum 

The Art National Curriculum asks us to ‘engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping them 

with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art.’   

It sets out the following aims for all pupils: 

• produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences  

• become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design 

techniques  

• evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design  

• know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical 

and cultural development of their art forms. 

The National Curriculum then sets out the following subject content for children to be 

taught across Key Stage 2: 

Pupils should be taught:  

• to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and 

revisit ideas  

• to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and 

sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]  

• about great artists, architects and designers in history. 

http://www.forefieldjuniors.co.uk/reception.html
http://www.forefieldjuniors.co.uk/reception.html


The above aims and subject areas are covered through the following topics, shown below on 

the long-term plan: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The curriculum maps for each year group (shown below) lead on from the long-term plan, 

showing the objectives to be 

covered during each topic: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 3 

YEAR 4 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The learning objectives shown on the curriculum maps match those listed on the progression 

map, which was adapted this year, this ensures that the skills being taught during the art 

lessons show progression throughout the art curriculum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 5 

YEAR 6 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment 

Teachers monitor progress continually and adjust their teaching accordingly. Much of the 

learning covered in this subject is very much hands-on and kinaesthetic, providing practical 

learning so that skills learnt either in this teaching session or from previous years can be 

built on, become embedded and so ensure concrete learning. 

Teachers assess the skills taught after each topic and complete an assessment sheet stating 

whether each individual child is below/expected/exceeding the age-related expectations in 

the areas taught.  I then collate the data provided and identify areas for development.   

In art last year 92% of pupils achieved expected plus with 20% exceeding expectations for 

their year group. 

These results show all year groups are achieving highly in art. 

 



Assessment is supported by the book scrutiny that takes part every year, where I can look 

through sketchbooks and at finished pieces of the children’s work. 

Last year, the analysis and a course I attended online led towards further developing the use 

of sketchbooks throughout the school. This has continued to be an area of development this 

year.   I introduced more artists and designers, where appropriate, to each year group to 

start each topic of work.  The children use their sketchbooks to research and collate 

information about the artist, or topic, finding facts, trying out their techniques and 

developing their own skills as well as creating their own pieces of work inspired by the artist 

or style. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Sketchbooks are a fantastic way to showcase and celebrate children’s work, the children 

love looking back at their work from previous years and can see the progress they have made 

which in turn inspires them to work hard.’  

 

Monitoring, evaluation and review. 

This includes looking at planning, displays, work samples, resources, photographs, listening to 

what teachers say, what pupils say and looking at the data provided by class teachers.  Book 

scrutiny takes part during the year.  This gives me the opportunity to see how art is being 

taught in each classroom, across a year group and throughout the school and to check that it 

matches the curriculum map, progression map, long-term plans, and medium-term planning. 



Planning is of a high standard and the new Art curriculum has provided the opportunity for 

many new and exciting art projects to engage and interest the children as well as build on 

the skills being taught across the key stage.  

For example: 

Year 5 study architecture so look at architecture around the world, the work of Antoni 

Gaudi as well as the buildings in Liverpool.  This is enhanced by a trip to the Museum of 

Liverpool (introduced this year), where 

children can sketch and learn about the 

three Graces from inside the museum, 

leading to a printing project once back in 

school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 planning was updated to include painting alongside 

the artist John Dyer, from the Eden project to produce a 

painting inspired by the 

rainforest. 

  

 

 

 



Arts Week 

A particular highlight this year, and every year, was our extremely successful Arts Week.   

This year, for Arts Week, I signed up to Sky Arts who provided all the resources we needed 

to have an amazing week exploring THE ARTS. This took place from the 19th June to the 23rd 

June. 

The theme for the week was IDENTITY and this was explored through sounds, marks, 

words, images and moves.   

I allocated the lower juniors (years 3 & 4) and upper juniors (years 5 & 6) with one strand 

from each of the above modules.  All the PowerPoints and resources needed, including videos 

introducing the activities, lesson plans and challenge cards were saved in the R/Drive in a 

folder called Arts Week 2023 for the teachers to access. 

 
     

LJ instruments 2D poetry photography drama 

UJ singing 3D poetry film movement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



After watching the art videos and thinking about the work the children would produce, I 

thought more about the theme IDENTITY.   I included some ideas for year groups to try to 

show more of the children’s identity through artwork.  The faces and hands, I suggested, 

could include more about their beliefs & values, personality, culture & heritage, family, places 

they have visited & where they live, friendships, hobbies & interests, and special possessions.   

I also felt that a person’s name is part of their identity so also suggested some work using 

the children’s names for each year group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A display was created in the Studio, showcasing artwork produced by each class during the 

week.  Mr Swift also organised for each class to complete a section of the portrait of 

Vincent van Gogh, using their chosen medium, to reveal during the Proud assembly at the end 

of the week.  This was the central focal point of the display, as seen below: 

 

World Book Day 

This year, as part of World Book Day, the children looked at illustrators.  Each year group 

was assigned an illustrator to learn about and recreate their illustrations. 

Year 3 – Judith Kerr 

Year 4 – Chris Mould 

Year 5 – Quentin Blake 

Year 6 – Charlie Mackesy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Technology 

Children continue to use iPads to create pieces of art using the Brushes app, Pic.Collage and 

have also been using iPads to research the topic or artist they are studying, recording 

findings into their sketchbooks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ambleside 

This year we decided to take paints and sketchbooks with us on a walk during the Year 6 

residential to Ambleside.  Across three days, the children set off to walk Loughrigg with a 

sketchbook and watercolour paints in their backpacks.   

The children, joined 

by some of the 

adults, sat and 

painted the 

landscape of Rydal 

Water.  Children 

loved taking part in 

this activity, saying 

how ‘calming’ it was 

and received lovely 

comments from 

fellow fell walkers 

who thought it was a 

fantastic idea. 

 

 

 



Art Galleries 

Art displays are valued at Forefield Junior School.  This year, there are galleries in the 

corridor showcasing art across the school as well as a gallery of the artists studied in each 

year group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Inter school deep dive. 

Last year, in July, we took part in an inter school deep dive in Art.  This gave the Art lead at 

each school involved the opportunity to visit the schools, look at their curriculum, observe 

some lessons, speak to some children, and set targets for development. 

Schools involved: 

• Chesterfield High School 

• Forefield Infant School 

• Waterloo Primary School 

• Valewood Primary School 

• Forefield Junior School 

What we looked at: 

• Question and answer session 

• Curriculum map 

• Progression map 

• Book share 

• Learning walk – art in the school 

• Classroom drop-ins 

The Art leads found that our areas of strength were:  

• Art is clearly valued around the school. There is a visible presence across the school. 

• Students are confident and keen to talk about the art they do in lessons. 

• Students have clear knowledge of techniques used; Artists that have been studied.  

• A wide range of both artists and designers studied. 

• A diverse mix of artists including female artists/LGBTQ+/ age and ethnicity.  

• Artists and designers are linked by themes such as using Kahlo with Vivien Westwood.  

Our development points are:  

• Knowledge organisers in the process of being developed include artist information, key 

vocab, key skills and techniques, examples of artist’s work and WAGOLL examples 

from previous students.  

• Simplify medium term planning making it more accessible. 

This will help inform my action plan for art this year, and my next steps at the end of this 

report. 



Pupil Voice 

‘Art is fun because you can do all sorts of activities, you can paint and draw and make 

amazing pieces of art.’ 

‘Art is fun.  I enjoy arts week.’ 

‘I like art because I like making 

sculptures.’ 

‘We do lots of different types 

of art, like Pop Art, where we 

get to use lots of colours.’ 

‘Learning about warm colours 

and cool colours is really fun 

because it is interesting.’ 

‘I liked learning about Yayoi Kussama and her use of polka dots.  I like using polka dots 

because I think they make a nice pattern.’ 

‘Art week was so much fun because I love art.’  

 

British Values 

At Forefield Junior School we clearly understand our responsibility in preparing children for 

their next stage of education and for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of 

later life, laying the 

foundations so that 

they can take their 

place successfully in 

modern British society. 

We promote a respect 

for and understanding 

of different faiths, 

cultures and lifestyles. 

The spiritual, moral, 

social and cultural 

development of each 

child is central to 

everything that we do 

as a school and central 

to our vision of P.R.O.U.D.  This is evidenced through our teaching and learning, our inclusive 

environment and through the many opportunities provided for our children to understand 

democracy, law, liberty, mutual respect and tolerance.  



 

This year, we created a display that celebrated the reign of the late Queen Elizabeth II 

along the hall corridor.  

This acted as a book of 

condolence for the Queen 

with all children and staff 

having the opportunity to 

sign an outline of her 

head. 

 

Later in the year, we 

commemorated the 

coronation of King Charles 

III by producing bunting 

to decorate the railings 

at the entrance to the 

school.  (Thank you for 

the positive comments 

from the governors.) 

 

 

 

 

Next steps. 

• Support colleagues with teaching art.  

• Audit and purchase resources for arts projects.  

• To plan Arts week with the support of staff. 

• To produce knowledge organisers for each topic. 

• To support the rewriting of medium-term planning following the updated curriculum 

map and progression map. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read my report.  I am extremely PROUD of art at Forefield 

Junior School. 


