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FULWELL JUNIOR SCHOOL

Sea Road

Fulwell

Sunderland
SR6 9EE

Tel : 0191 549 3333
Web: www.fulwelljunior.co.uk
E-Mail : Fulwell.junior@schools.sunderland.gov.uk

Head Teacher : Mr Peter Speck

Chair of Governors : Mr Ben Young   

______________________________________________________________

Respect Aspire Achieve – Be the best that you can be
7th June 2023
Dear Parents/Carers,

                        I trust you enjoyed a lovely half term holiday and the children are very much looking forward to the final half term of the school year.

                      Prior to the holiday, we wrote to inform you of the regrettable need to close school four days early for summer, on Friday 14th July. This is necessary to allow staff to prepare for the extensive building renovations that are due to commence over the summer holiday period. After several years of being left in limbo, we have finally been issued a projected start date for the work to begin.

What is the project?

Early in 2020 we received notification from the local authority that £5 million had been set aside for the renovation of Barnes and Fulwell Junior Schools and this money would be split equally to ensure the buildings are kept fit for purpose for the next twenty five plus years. Our schools were identified due to both experiencing significant issues with water ingress, poor brickwork and outdated electrical wiring. Renovation at Barnes was scheduled to begin first, with a view of starting Fulwell Juniors once this was largely completed. After several quiet years, things have recently moved very quickly, culminating in us finally being provided with a planned start date of Monday 24th July 2023.
Why is there a need to close school early for children?

To prepare for Phase Two - see below.

The project will be delivered in four main phases.

Phase One will happen over the summer holiday period. This will address the main school offices. Hopefully this will be completed before September allowing us to maintain a ‘front of house’ over the project’s duration. Scaffolding is likely to be installed as part of this phase.

Phase Two is due to start at the beginning of September. This will effectively address the Eastern half of the school. Imagine a wall being built across our main hall, extending upstairs. Anything at the far side of this will be addressed in Phase Two, effectively meaning that half the school is out of bounds during this phase. We will retain the outside, demountable classrooms for learning. School therefore needs to be shut early to enable teachers to completely clear this side of the building AND relocate to new learning spaces in the other half of school. We predict that this will require a significant amount of manual work (i.e. completely clearing classrooms and relocating all resources). This closure was advised by the council’s project team following the work at Barnes. The final decision was signed off by Jill Colbert, Director of Children’s Services & Chief Executive of Together for Children.

Phase Three addresses the Western side of the building. During this phase the children will move to the recently renovated Eastern side of the school. We will retain the outside, demountable classrooms during this phase for learning.

Phase Four will address the outside, demountable classrooms. We hope this will incorporate exciting new learning spaces for the children.

Will children be provided with work from Monday 17th to Thursday 20th July?

We aim to signpost parents to relevant resources or activities but won’t be in a position to provide ‘lockdown style’ remote teaching. The reason for this is all staff will be needed to clear the teaching areas in preparation for Phase Two commencing in September. 

Will end of year events be affected?

We are working hard to ensure this term remains as normal as possible. Y6 children should have been made aware by now of transition arrangements for secondary school. Our end of Key Stage celebrations are due to go ahead a week earlier than usual. Information will be provided shortly by the Year 6 team.
What are the implication of the renovation work?

The main implications are us having to temporarily operate in reduced space. However, we are confident we can rise to this challenge and that we will fully function through utilising existing areas in different ways e.g. the staffroom will become a classroom. 
Will the children remain at FJS throughout the building project?

Yes, despite the inevitable restrictions of space, we have worked hard to ensure this can happen.

How will my child’s education be affected throughout this time?

We are determined that standards will not be affected during the course of this project and have exciting plans in place to get the school year off to a flying start.
Will there be future closures?

Possibly when moving from Phase Two to Three. We will of course endeavour to provide maximum notice and strive to keep negative impact to a minimum.


We understand you may have some anxieties over the prospect of our building project. I hope this letter goes some way to provide an explanation as to why early closure is necessary and offer reassurances that we fully intend to thrive as a school throughout the building work.

We’re also keen to provide you with a means to have any outstanding questions addressed. If you do have any, please submit these by email to fulwell.junior@schools.sunderland.gov.uk marked for the attention of Mr Speck and we will do our very best to address each one.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you once again for your understanding and ongoing support to Fulwell Junior School. We are confident that the current and future children of Fulwell will greatly benefit from the renovations and improved learning spaces as a result of the project. 
Yours Faithfully,

Mr Speck 

Headteacher

Fulwell Juniors
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