
At Gagle Brook we 
care about reading



Our Vision and Values

At Gagle Brook, we aim to provide your child the best 

possible education and the securest of environments. 

Our vision is that all our children care about their 

learning, each other and the world around them. We 

follow the One Planet Principles in our learning and 

embed values throughout the school to support that 

vision and ensure every child flourishes.



Phonics - RWI

How we teach reading when children 

start at school.

Further teach-ins coming

Reading for pleasure

Read with your children and share a 

passion for reading.

The more they are read to, the more 

they will read.



Phonics and 
early reading



Read Write Inc.

We teach early reading through the use 

of a phonics program called Read Write 

Inc.

It is a fun, engaging and thorough way to 

teach early reading, through the use of 

pure sounds (phonemes).

We use Fred Frog and Fred Talk to break 

words down in to their individual sounds. 

This helps us to segment (break down) 

and blend (together) words.



Set 1 sounds

First we teach the ‘pure’ sounds of 

individual letters

It is so important that a child says these 

sounds correctly (see link for sounds)

There are single letter sounds and 

sounds made from more than one letter, 

we call these “special friends” as they 

work together to make one sound. 

e.g. sh, ch, nk…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc


Blending sounds

After we have learnt the individual 

sounds we then learn how to blend them 

to make words. 

This is the first stage of reading, initially 

we use CVC (consonant vowel 

consonant) words: cat – dog – sit - mad 

Then we progress to 4 sound words: 

frog – pram – clip – drop

We play “Fred Talk” games to practise 

this skill. You can too…

s = sata t

qu = quizi z

Shall we have l-u-n-ch?

Can you h-o-p?

Let’s put on your c-oa-t



Blending sounds

Using “Fred Fingers” helps us to identify 

individual sounds within a word. 

This helps us with writing and spelling 

words.

Remember:

A “special friend” is a sound made from 

more than one letter.

t sh pc a



Nonsense words

The Year 1 phonics screening check is not 

a formal test but a way for teachers to 

ensure that children are making sufficient 

progress.

Nonsense words are made up, phonetically 

decodable words e.g. brip, snorb. They are 

included specifically to assess whether your 

child can decode a word using phonics 

skills and not their memory.

They are shown to your child with a picture of a 

monster and are asked to say what sort of 

monster it is by reading the word. This not only 

makes the check a bit more fun, but provides the 

children with a context which is independent from 

any existing vocabulary they may have. 



First reading - ditties

Now the children have learnt all these skills they 

are able to read!

We start off with reading a Ditty and the children 

build an online book of their stories that they 

bring home to share.

Always practice the speed sounds and green

words and red words before reading the ditty.

Red Words are words that trick you! We need to 

learn these as we cannot Fred Talk them / 

decode phonetically  e.g. I - the - put - to

Alongside the reading they are starting to write 

short captions and learning about Finger 

Spaces. (gaps    between    words)



Reading books at home

When your child is ready we will send 

home a book for reading. This may be a 

book they have read in school but 

should be followed up at home.

We will provide a booklet to explain how 

to support your child reading at home. 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/api/interactives/29317.html

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/api/interactives/29318.html

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/api/interactives/29317.html
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/api/interactives/29318.html


Reading red ditty books 

When a book has been covered in class, 

we will send it home. The red books 

contain 3 ditties.

Please note: the children would have 

read this book a minimum of 3 times in 

school. It may appear too easy for them 

but, practicing text over and over will 

improve the fluency of their reading. 

Please make sure they are also accurate 

with what they are reading too.



Reading further books 

As your child gains confidence and fluency, they 

will learn more sounds (Set 2 and 3 sounds)

They then learn how there are different 

graphemes (letters to write the sounds) and how 

they can make the same sound (phoneme). 

The Complex Speed Sounds Chart show us all 

the graphemes that make the one sound and 

puts them into one box.

The children will progress through the coloured

books in the series. For extra practice and 

variety, they will be given other books to bring 

home that they may not have read previously in 

school as well as a story or library book.
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Pin it  on

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Red Ditty Books
 1 Pin it on

 2 Got him

 3 A cat in a pot

 4 Jam

 5 Pick it up

 6 Wuff wuff

 7 Let’s sing

 8 Let’s swim

 9 Cluck

 10 In the mud

Use the Red Ditty Books and  

Get Writing! Red Ditty Books after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y b y Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Pin it  on
Red Dit t y Book 1

837119 PIN IT ON CVR v2.indd   All Pages 05/01/2016   10:28
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My dog Ned

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 1: Green Storybooks
 1 On the bus

 2 My dog Ned

 3 Six fish

 4 The spell

 5 Black Hat Bob

 6 Tug, tug

 7 Chips

 8 The web

 9 Pip’s pizza

 10 Stitch the witch

Use Set 1 Green Storybooks and  

Green Get Writing! Book 1 after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y b y Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

My dog Ned  
Set  1   St or y 2

a   e   i   o   u

837132 MY DOG NED CVR.indd   All Pages 05/01/2016   16:10
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Billy t he Kid

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 2: Purple Storybooks
 1 Ken’s cap

 2 A bad fox

 3 Big Blob and Baby Blob

 4 Tim and Tom

 5 Tag

 6 Elvis

 7 Flip Frog and the bug

 8 Red Ken

 9 Billy the Kid

 10 In the bath

Use Set 2 Purple Storybooks and  

Purple Get Writing! Book 2 after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y b y Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Billy t he Kid
Set  2    St or y 9

a   e   i   o   u

837158 BILLY THE KID CVR.indd   All Pages 11/01/2016   15:54
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Scruf fy Ted

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 3: Pink Storybooks
 1 Scruffy Ted

 2 Tab the cat

 3 In the sun

 4 The dressing up box

 5 Tab’s kitten

 6 Sanjay stays in bed

 7 The greedy green gremlin

 8 In the night

 9 Snow

 10 So cool!

Use Set 3 Pink Storybooks and  

Pink Get Writing! Book 3 after  

learning Speed Sounds Sets 1 and 2.

St or y b y Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Scruf fy Ted
Set  3   St or y 1

v e   n g   n k   t t   l l   f f   c k

837169 SCRUFFY TED CVR.indd   All Pages 11/01/2016   15:51
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Pla yda y

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c
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Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 4: Orange Storybooks
 1 Playday

 2 I think I want to be a bee

 3 A bad fright

 4 Follow me!

 5 Too much!

 6 A good cook?

 7 Come on, Margo!

 8 My sort of horse

 9 Haircuts

 10 My best shirt

 11 Look out!

 12 Hunt the tortoise

Use Set 4 Orange Storybooks and  

Orange Get Writing! Book 4 after 

learning Speed Sounds Sets 1 and 2.

St or y b y Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Pla yda y  
Set  4    St or y 1

a y

837188 PLAYDAY CVR.indd   All Pages 04/01/2016   11:12
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Ba rker

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 6: Blue Storybooks
 1 Barker

 2 The poor goose

 3 Hairy fairy

 4 King of the birds

 5 Our house

 6 The jar of oil

 7 Jade’s party

 8 Jellybean

 9 A box full of light

 10 The hole in the hill

Use Set 6 Blue Storybooks and  

Blue Get Writing! Book 6 after 

learning Speed Sounds  

Sets 1, 2 and 3.

St or y b y Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Ba rker   
Set  6    St or y 1

a r

837214 BARKER CVR.indd   All Pages 04/01/2016   10:09
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St or y b y Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

A ery da ngerous 
dinosa ur   
Set  7   St or y 12

o u s   c i o u s   t i o u s

A ery da ngerous 
dinosa ur

 Set 7: Grey Storybooks
 1 Rex to the rescue

 2 The lion’s paw

 3 I dare you

 4 Looking after a hamster

 5 How silly!

 6 Wailing Winny’s car boot sale

 7 Toad

 8 Andrew

 9 Dear Vampire

 10 Vulture culture

 11 A celebration on planet Zox

 12 A very dangerous dinosaur

 13 The invisible clothes

Use Set 7 Grey Storybooks and  

Grey Get Writing! Book 7 after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1, 2, 3.

837237 Dangerous dinosaur CVR.indd   All Pages 04/01/2016   14:23



Every child has the right to…



From the child’s laureate

Reading for pleasure means “non goal 

oriented transactions with texts as a way 

to spend time and for entertainment”

In other words – just doing it for the 

pleasure!

We want our children to fall in love with 

words, books and the worlds within 

them.



Your view into the school - where we care about reading



Why do we read?



Where it appears in school

Phonics lesson (35 minutes every day)

Guided reading (25 minutes every day)

English (based on quality text)

Teacher reading (10 minutes every day)

Over the year – exposure to over 50 

books and authors



Where it appears out of school

Being read to by parents, siblings, 

grandparents 

Reading to themselves

Reading to an adult

Reading with friends

Watching you read

Reading in exciting places



Why does it matter?

Pupil “A” 

Reads 20 minutes each day

3600 minutes / year

1,800,000 words

Pupil “B” 

Reads 5 minutes each day

900 minutes / year

282,000 words

Pupil “C” 

Reads 1 minute each day

180 minutes / year

8,000 words



What to read

Books you love – do the voices, discuss the 

characters, follow authors

Ambitious books

Magazines, newspapers, recipes, cereal 

packets, maps, instructions

Books in the library or bookshop

Online resources

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/books/

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/books/
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Thank You
Proud to be part of The White Horse Federation Multi-Academy Trust  |  www.twhf.org.uk


