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 Headteacher: Mrs Rachael Stevenson
Radburn Way    Letchworth Garden City    Herts    SG6 2JZ

(Phone: 01462 621800 / Fax: 01462 621802 /  email: head@gca.herts.sch.uk)

24th March 2021
Dear Parents/Carers,

End of Term Updates
We made it to the end of the spring term – well done everyone and thank you for continuing to follow all the systems of control we have put in place at GCA. It has been a huge community effort and I am amazed at the support and care given to others during these difficult times.

All the children have settled back very well into their learning and we have carried out baseline assessment for all children. All staff are very proud of the children’s results and a big thank you to all parents home schooling for doing a great job! The majority of children have maintained their learning expectations and many have even made better than expected progress – well done everyone!

I am writing to give you an update on changes for summer term 2021 and our hopes for returning to some normality should COVID restrictions ease in the coming months as planned. 

Chestnut Staffing
It is with great sadness I share with you that Mrs McGann and Frazzle will be leaving us on Friday. She has a new job and an exciting new career path to follow. She will be greatly missed by us all and I hope you will all join me in thanking her for all her hard work and wish her good luck in her new adventure! Frazzle will also be missed by the children and we thank Mrs McGann for the amazing opportunity of having Frazzle as our school dog – good luck Frazzle in your next adventures too!
I am delighted to announce Mrs McCusker will take over as class teacher for Chestnut. She will be extending her days in Chestnut and will be in their class Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday after the Easter break. Following a rigorous interview process I am very excited to announce Mrs Allen will be working alongside Mrs McCusker in Chestnut on a Thursday and Friday. 
Miss Brown will continue as the Chestnut class teaching assistant. She will be in class all week to continue her fantastic support for all the children.
Reporting Positive Cases During the Easter Holidays
Please use this form to report any positive cases in your household during the Easter holidays: https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=LDw7ftHj302YMuTcr20XVrrfNBu6JBtNhE6R4bWgYr5UNDM5SUlMUjdLUFZaUFE2M1Y4SVpPMEI4Ti4u 
FSM
Those children entitled to free school meals have been set up with vouchers over this Easter break and May half term. They will be sent via Edenred.  Hertfordshire County Council have chosen to use this company for the Easter holidays and May half term and one voucher of £45 will be sent for each eligible child. The vouchers have all been set up to start arriving on Friday 26th March.   From previous experience we know this company has a very high demand so there could be a delay of a few days. Please note this voucher also includes the money for May half term. If you have any queries regarding the setting up of your vouchers please email finance@gca.herts.sch.uk 

Dates for the Diary
Unfortunately, the diary is looking quite sparse as we are still not able to hold all our usual events and visits. We hope to resume our enrichment program with trips and visits as COVID restrictions ease. We will keep you informed of our plans as the government confirms the easing of restrictions. Hopefully Summer 2 will see the return of educational visits, 11 before 11, PTA events and opportunities for parents to come into school for events like sports day.  

Friday 26th March 2021 - Last day of Spring 2 half term (non-uniform day)

Monday 29th March to Friday 9th April 2021 Easter Holiday

Monday 12th April 2021 – INSET DAY (School Closed)

Tuesday 13th April 2021 - Children return to school

Tuesday 13th April 2021 – Autism Awareness Day (wear brightly coloured clothes)
Tuesday 13th April 2021 – after school interventions start for selected children (invite letter sent)

Friday 23rd April 2021 – St George’s Day 

Friday 30th April 2021 – STEM day
Monday 3rd May 2021 – Bank Holiday (School Closed)
Friday 14th May 2021 – Pyjamarama Day for Books Trust

Wednesday 19th May 2021 – International Day

Week commencing 24th May 2021 – Maths Week
Friday 28th May 2021 – Last day of Summer 1 half term 

Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 2021 Summer Half Term Holiday

Monday 7th June 2021 – Children return to school

Wednesday 21st July 2021 – Last day of Summer 2 half term (non-uniform day)

Thursday 22nd July 2021 – INSET Day (School Closed)

Message from Hertfordshire County Council
Hertfordshire County Council has asked us to share this important update with you ahead of the Easter holidays:

As we go into the Easter holidays, and some Government guidance changes around socialising outside and outdoor sport, it’s so important that we don’t let our guard down and increase the risk of Covid-19 outbreaks when schools return. 

From Monday 29 March, you can;

· Meet up outside (including in private gardens) with six other people, or as two households 

· Take part in formally organised outdoor sports with any number of people (outdoor sports venues and facilities will be able to reopen)

· Childcare and supervised activities will be allowed outdoors for all children

You and your family can continue to keep yourselves and others safe by: 

· Washing your hands regularly, for at least 20 seconds with soap and warm water or using an antibacterial hand sanitiser if soap and water isn’t available

· Keeping socially distanced, staying at least 2 metres away from those not in your immediate household 

· Wearing a face-covering where required and when it is difficult to socially distance 

· Self-isolating and getting tested if you develop symptoms or receive a positive lateral flow test (LFT) result

· Not socialising indoors with anyone who isn’t in your immediate household. You’re not allowed to have sleepovers or playdates, even if your child is in a school bubble 

· Not sending children back to school ill or with symptoms of Covid-19 after the Easter break – if your child is sick, please keep them at home

If your child is in year 7 or above and taking regular LFT, you should encourage them to continue to take these and report results as normal during the Easter holidays. If they receive a positive test at home, everyone in your household must begin self-isolating immediately and you need to book a PCR test to confirm the positive result. Any positive tests received up until 1 April, should be reported to your school so that they can complete the track and trace process with the Public Health team. 

Babies and children in early years settings, nurseries, infant and primary schools should not be taking LFT, please don’t do home tests on younger children. If you are worried about small children or they develop symptoms, please seek advice from your GP or call 111.

Thank you again for playing your part and helping to keep our schools safe and open for face to face learning. 

We wish you all a safe and happy Easter,

Hertfordshire County Council

I am looking forward to a great final term and have everything crossed we can return to a more ‘normal’ end of the academic year. Take care and have a lovely Easter break! 
Yours sincerely,
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Mrs Stevenson

Headteacher
REAch2 Academy Trust is a charitable company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales under company number 08452281 whose registered office address is REAch2 Academy Trust, Henhurst Ridge Primary Academy, Henhurst Ridge, Branston, Burton-Upon-Trent, DE13 9SZ. REAch2 Academy Trust, REAch2 and Garden City Primary Academy are business names used by REAch2 North Central  Academy Trust.
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