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 Headteacher: Mrs Rachael Stevenson
Radburn Way    Letchworth Garden City    Herts    SG6 2JZ

(Phone: 01462 621800 / Fax: 01462 621802 /  email: head@gca.herts.sch.uk)

Thursday 2nd April 2020

Dear Parents/ Carers,

Free School Meals

We have now been operating our childcare facility for a week and staff have settled into their new routines.  As well as providing childcare to the three groups the Government has identified, we are also responsible for providing a lunch for all children who are eligible for a free school meal.   We have achieved this by providing packed lunches which as a parent you have been invited to collect from the school premises.

Since we put our lunch arrangements in place however, the Government has asked families to stay at home and fewer families are now collecting their lunches.  We have therefore made the decision to move to a food voucher system which will enable us to get food vouchers to you directly via e-mail, avoiding the need for you to leave your homes.  

Over the next week those who are free school meals will receive an e-mail from Edenred or the school which you may need to acknowledge.  The process is still being established but we believe once you have done this, you will be sent a week’s worth of food vouchers each week– the value of which is £15 per child, per week.  You will only be able to claim vouchers through this scheme for children within your family that are attending our school.  The vouchers are able to be used at a variety of supermarkets.  Vouchers will not be issued during what should be ‘school holiday times’. This scheme will start from Monday 20th April 2020; the last time to collect packed lunches from school will be Friday 3rd April 2020.
Should you have any difficulties accessing your vouchers, please e-mail admin@gca.herts.sch.uk  , our school secretary who will be able to support you. If you need further support or are worried about anything regarding your child and their welfare please email Mrs Churchill, lchurchill@gca.herts.sch.uk
There has been some confusion regarding free school meals (FSM) and universal infant free school meals (UIFSM). We will only be able to issue vouchers to eligible FSM children who appear on the list we download from the local authority. 

There are two types of Free School Meals that educational establishments are asked to provide: 

• Universal Infant Free School Meals (UIFSM) 

• Free School Meals where parents are in receipt of benefits and qualify for financial support. 

When schools are open as educational establishments, schools must offer Universal Infant Free School Meals to every pupil in: 

• Reception 

• Year 1 

• Year 2 

Schools are also expected to provide a free school meal for those children in all year groups where parents are eligible for a free school meal due to the fact that they are in receipt of benefits.  These benefits may include: 

• Income support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have annual gross income of no more than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on – paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit - with a household income of less than a specified figure (changes annually) 

Whilst schools are providing childcare during the school closure for COVID-19, the Government have instructed schools to provide a free school meal or free school meal voucher for those families on benefits only. 

If you think you are eligible and would like to apply or child your eligibility please follow this link:

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx?utm_source=homepage&utm_medium=top%20task%20tiles&utm_campaign=top%20task%20tracking&utm_term=free%20school%20meals 

We are aware some siblings are not registered.  Every child individually needs to be registered by a parent; it is not automatically applied to all your children. Please use the link above if you have received an email/ voucher for one child but not another to check you have applied.

Once you have applied you do not need to contact us. We will run the report from the local authority at the end of every week to issue vouchers for the next week.

Once the schools are re-opened as educational establishments and not childcare facilities, the provision for Universal Infant Free School Meals will resume.

Thank you for your on-going support during this difficult time.

Best wishes,
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Mrs R Stevenson

Headteacher 

REAch2 Academy Trust is a charitable company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales under company number 08452281 whose registered office address is REAch2 Academy Trust, Henhurst Ridge Primary Academy, Henhurst Ridge, Branston, Burton-Upon-Trent, DE13 9SZ. REAch2 Academy Trust, REAch2 and Garden City Primary Academy are business names used by REAch2 North Central  Academy Trust.
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