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Marking and Feedback Policy

Introduction

Feedback on pupils' work in all subjects should be regarded as a regular means of communication. This is an essential element in delivering an outstanding lesson and has proven to be one of the most critical elements in accelerating learning. This communication needs to be in a form, which can be understood by the individual pupil. 
Aims

· To show that pupils’ work is valued 

· To build confidence, self-esteem and increase motivation
· To involve pupils in their own development and learning

· To celebrate success and to further challenge and extend pupils’ learning with next steps.
· To communicate expectations and build a dialogue
· To correct errors and misconceptions

· To make links to other areas and to help pupils understand where their learning fits

· To inform formative and summative assessment 

· To inform other adults

Feedback will:

· include only constructive criticism, but must be specific and at appropriate level
· relate to learning objective, steps to success and individual targets
· inform pupil/other adults of next steps

· be specific using understood vocabulary- child language

· be carried out regularly and before the next session, preferably within the lesson with the child
· include scaffolding tasks (next steps) which must be followed up by child at the best time for highest impact  e.g. at the beginning of the next session, during morning work or during the session
· enable pupils to use books as ‘tool boxes’ to support independent learning
· ensure misconceptions are corrected i.e. in relation to what has been asked
· Key spellings (no more than three on one piece of work, using cursive handwriting) and punctuation must be highlighted by the teacher and corrected by the child. Key spellings will be correctly written out for the child to practise spelling (apart from Y6).
· Specify support given (see marking code overleaf) to show whether the child has worked independently, partially with support or completely with support using a ratio of adult to children. 
· Pupils’ to initial all marking to confirm read, carried out. This should be completed in green pen.
· Can include challenge questions, especially in maths marking.
Feedback may:

· use motivational stickers, motivator points etc.
· be used to support peer assessment

· include marking against steps to success 

Daily Marking

All book work will be marked daily; however, this will be purely through verbal feedback.  This includes English, Maths, Science and Topic books, which all need to be of the same high standard as each other. 
Each Day:
· If the child has achieved the learning objective, the member of staff can highlight, in pink, examples of this within that piece of work as well as the L.O.  No more than three examples will need to be highlighted. The child will then know they have correctly achieved the main objective of the lesson. 

· If an error, misconception or misunderstanding has occurred, this needs highlighting in green and the child will know to discuss this particular area with you. This will preferably be completed in the lesson, to make maximum impact on the child’s learning. 

· Once the child has discussed with you about the next steps or positives, this is classed as verbal feedback. The letters ‘VF’ need to then be written in the book (in purple pen) and 1-3 key words written next to this to show feedback has been given. The child will then initial this (in green pen) to show the conversation has taken place.  They will also need to then make any adjustments to their work, following the feedback given. This needs to be ticked/corrected by the member of staff marking it. During this conversation, a positive comment as well as next steps can be made to the child.
· Any writing in a child’s book must be in cursive handwriting according to our school handwriting policy and to model how writing should look, for the children. 

· Every lesson, there should be pink/green highlighting and VF in a child’s book with their adjustments evident in green pen.
· If an adult picks up a child book, they should be able to look at any piece of work and be able to see that the child has had a conversation with you about their work and they have acted upon any advice given to them. 

Effective feedback guidance









All feedback and marking should include the following symbols to indicate level of support given:

VF – verbal feedback

T  -   teacher


TA –  teaching assistant    
I –     independent
Corrections

sp – Spelling error (maximum of 3 on each piece of writing, per day) to be highlighted in yellow and on the incorrect word. (Years 2-5.) The correct spelling to be written and the child to re-write the word in polish pen, three times, to practise.  Year 6 to have a yellow marking in the margin and children will need to find the incorrect spelling and correct independently. (Links with requirements on TAF.)
//   -  paragraph

Λ -    omission

     - check for grammar, sense or tense (indicated in margin) 
O – missing punctuation 
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Incorrect





Correct





Lack of prior knowledge/ understanding





Incorrect in parts of process





Incorrect, inefficient methods





Correct, inefficient methods





Correct, with thorough understanding





Model efficient method with task set





Identify next steps/challenge





Identify gap and address appropriately





Identify errors in process address appropriately





Highlight errors/model efficient method with task set





Indicated with ratio (1:4 – number of children in group)
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