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Marking and Feedback Policy

Introduction

Feedback on pupils' work in all subjects should be regarded as a regular means of communication. This is an essential element in delivering an outstanding lesson and has proven to be one of the most critical elements in accelerating learning. This communication needs to be in a form, which can be understood by the individual pupil. 
Aims

· To show that pupils’ work is valued 

· To build confidence, self-esteem and increase motivation
· To involve pupils in their own development and learning

· To celebrate success and to further challenge and extend pupils’ learning with next steps.
· To communicate expectations and build a dialogue. 
· To correct errors and misconceptions

· To make links to other areas and to help pupils understand where their learning fits

· To inform formative and summative assessment 

· To inform other adults

Feedback will:

· include only constructive criticism, but must be specific and at appropriate level
· relate to learning objective, steps to success and individual targets
· inform pupil/other adults of next steps

· be specific using understood symbols and vocabulary- child language (see below)
· be personalised with a variety of comments

· involve all teaching staff, including supply teachers
· be carried out regularly and before the next session 

· include scaffolding tasks (next steps) which must be followed up by child at the best time for highest impact  e.g. at the beginning of the next session, during morning work or during the session
· enable pupils to use books as ‘tool boxes’ to support independent learning
· ensure misconceptions are corrected i.e. in relation to what has been asked
· key spellings (no more than three on one piece of work) and punctuation must be highlighted by the teacher and corrected by the child. (In Key stage one, key spellings will be correctly written out for the child to practise spelling.) 
· specify support given (see marking code overleaf)
· pupils’ to initial all marking to confirm read, carried out
· Challenge question, especially in maths marking
All Maths and English work will be marked; however, in-depth marking will be used in both Maths and English a minimum of twice a week. 

Topic work will be marked in depth a minimum of twice per unit. 
Feedback may:
· use motivational stickers, motivator points etc.
· be framed as a question

· be used to support peer assessment

· include marking against steps to success 

General marking:

· Coloured highlighters will be used as follows against the objective: 
pink to indicate objective achieved, green to indicate working towards achieving objective
· All adults will give feedback in purple pen 
· Positive comments will be indicated with a pink highlighter. Growth comments (next steps) will be indicated with a green highlighter. 
· All children will respond to feedback marking in green pen (known as Polishing Pens) 
· Correct work will be marked with a tick and errors with a dot. 

· Children will be allowed to mark their own, or other children’s work where appropriate.
Effective feedback guidance
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All feedback and marking should include the following symbols to indicate level of support given:

VF – verbal feedback

T  -   teacher


TA –  teaching assistant    
I –     independent
LP -  learning partner
Corrections

sp – Spelling error (maximum of 3 on each piece of writing, per day) to be highlighted in yellow and on the incorrect word. (Years 2-5.) The correct spelling to be written and the child to re-write the word in polish pen, three times, to practise.  Year 6 to have a yellow marking in the margin and children will need to find the incorrect spelling and correct independently. (Links with requirements on TAF.)
//   -  paragraph

Λ -    omission

     - check for grammar, sense or tense (indicated in margin) 
O – missing punctuation 

Reception
Verbal feedback must be given with the child and should inform the child of how well they have succeeded against the learning objective and their next steps, when appropriate. This should be recorded on the relevant marking stickers to the individual child’s level with I, PS and T or S where applicable (see appendix) and should be highlighted in pink or green as per the general marking guidelines.
Y1

For writing, as for Reception above, but must always indicate level of support, who supported and next steps. Use agreed symbols within English marking to demonstrate to the child the features they have included and still need to work on. 

Y2
For writing, pink and green highlighters to be used as in whole school policy with accompanying symbols as in year 1 (if appropriate) 
KS2
Marking policy will be followed for all subjects. Teachers professional judgment should be applied when feeding back to children currently working below age related expectations. 
EYFS - Literacy Marking Symbols

	I can give meaning to the marks I make
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	I can say what I want to write.
	


	I can form my letters correctly.
	


	I can hear and say the initial sounds in words.
	



	I can write some sounds in the correct order.
	


	I can spell familiar tricky words.
	


	I can hold a sentence.
	


	I can use finger spaces.
	


	I can use full stops.
	


	I can use capital letters.


	

	I can use connectives.
	


	I can use ‘Wow’ Words.
	


	I can form ascenders and descenders.
	


	I can make plausible attempts at complex words.


	

	I can spell multisyllabic words.


	

	I can use key Features of Narrative.


	


	I
	Independent
	PS
	Partially achieved with support.
	T
	Target for next time

	S
	Supported
	
	A blank box indicates that the criteria was not achieved or not applicable.
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Incorrect





Correct





Lack of prior knowledge/ understanding





Incorrect in parts of process





Incorrect, inefficient methods





Correct, inefficient methods





Correct, with thorough understanding





Model efficient method with task set





Identify next steps/challenge





Identify gap and address appropriately





Identify errors in process address appropriately





Highlight errors/model efficient method with task set





Indicated with ratio (1:4 – number of children in group)











Tricky











WOW!
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