
G.C.S.E English

What you need to know about the English 
Language & English Literature courses.

Presented by Mrs L. Banks (Head of English).



First of all

• 100% examination

• A standard pass is currently recognised as a grade 4 however some employers are 
expecting grade 5 in core subjects such as English. Your child will be made aware by 
their college what grade they will need to access a particular course.

• There is no differentiation between exams in English i.e foundation or higher – all 
students sit the same exam. Exam boards structure and graduate the questions in a 
way that makes it possible for all abilities to be able to score in the exam.

• Students are entered for both English Language and English Literature and each have 
the same weighting with regards to teaching hours and expectations.

• Recent change from AQA specification to Eduqas for English Language.



English Language

•English Language Component 1 Reading & 
Writing skills (Fiction)  1hr 45 mins

•40% of GCSE

•English Language Component 2 Reading & 
Writing skills (Non-Fiction)  1hr 45 mins

•60% of GCSE



Eduqas (WJEC) Specification-

English Language



Spoken Language component

• AO7: Demonstrate presentation skills in a formal setting
• AO8: Listen and respond appropriately to spoken language, including to 

questions and feedback on presentations
• AO9: Use spoken Standard English effectively in speeches and presentations



ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES FOR THIS QUALIFICATION: WHAT YOUR CHILD NEEDS TO BE 
ABLE TO DO.



Example questions





G.C.S.E 
ENGLISH LITERATURE



Aims of the Literature course:

• Read a wide range of classic literature fluently and with good understanding, and 
make connections across their reading. 

• Read in depth, critically and evaluatively, so that they are able to discuss and explain 
their understanding and ideas. 

• Develop the habit of reading widely and often.

• Appreciate the depth and power of the English literary heritage.

• Have an understanding of the context in which the literary texts were written.

• Write accurately, effectively and analytically about their reading, using Standard 
English.

• Acquire and use a wide vocabulary, including the grammatical terminology and other 
literary and linguistic terms they need to criticise and analyse what they read.



AQA Specification English Literature

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th

Century Novel

• What's assessed 
• • Shakespeare – ‘Macbeth’
• • The 19th-century novel - ‘A Christmas 

Carol’
• How it's assessed 
• • written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
• • 64 marks (4 marks for SPaG)
• • 40% of GCSE 
• Questions
• Section A Shakespeare: students will answer 

one question on their play of choice. They 
will be required to write in detail about an 
extract from the play and then to write about 
the play as a whole. 

• Section B The 19th-century novel: students 
will answer one question on their novel of 
choice. They will be required to write in 
detail about an extract from the novel and 
then to write about the novel as a whole.

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry

• What's assessed 
• • Modern texts - ‘Blood Brothers’
• • Poetry - AQA Anthology Power and 

Conflict.
• • Unseen poetry
• How it's assessed
• • written exam: 2 hour 15 minutes
• • 96 marks 
• • 60% of GCSE 
• Questions 
• Section A Modern texts: students will answer 

one essay question from a choice of two on 
their studied modern prose or drama text. 

• Section B Poetry: students will answer one 
comparative question on one named poem 
printed on the paper and one other poem 
from their chosen anthology cluster. 

• Section C Unseen poetry: Students will 
answer one question on one unseen poem 
and one question comparing this poem with 
a second unseen poem.



How to help and support your child…

• “ I don’t know how to revise for English!”

• Revision for English Literature involves learning and remembering quotations and then being 
able to comment in detail on the relevance of the quotation in relation to either character, 
theme, event etc. Practice questions should be completed as the learning progresses.

• Revision for English Language involves learning and being able to recognise and comment on 
the effect of literary techniques. Reading widely helps to understand the purpose of writers 
and also improves speed of reading. Practice questions are the best way to revise for English 
Language.

• Online support: Mr Bruff & Stacey Reay

• Use of revision booklets and workbooks.



Ways to revise.

Step One

Step Two

Step Three



Book Bundles 

• ‘Blood Brothers’ text and revision guide.

• ‘Macbeth’ text and revision guide.

• ‘A Christmas Carol’ text and revision guide.

• AQA Power and Conflict poetry revision guide.

• Unseen poetry revision guides.



Many thanks for 
listening.

Any Questions?


