
Revision

“It ain’t what you do it’s the way that you do it. 
That’s what gets results.”



What does ‘poor’ revision look like?



What does ‘good’ revision look like?



Research into success revision concludes that the most effective techniques are:

• Distributed practice (spaced learning) - spreading out study 
over time

• Practice testing - Self-testing to check knowledge 



Distributed practice (spaced learning) - spreading out study over time

Typically, most youngsters leave their revision until a few weeks (best case scenario) or 

days/hours (worst case scenario) before the examinations and tests. This presents a problem. Our 

short term memory is designed to be just that and has limited capacity. Students find themselves 

unable to retain the information, they become stressed and often give up, convincing themselves 

they are no good at revising or that they “can’t do subject ‘x’ ”. The secret to success is to regularly 

revisit the knowledge to be learned (known as ‘spaced retrieval’). This helps transfer the 

knowledge from the short-term memory to the long term memory. This not only helps to make 

‘learning stick’ but it also frees up our short-term memory for day to day learning and experiences.



Distributed practice (spaced learning) - spreading out study over time



REVISION

Top Tips



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

29/10/18
Science Revision
History/Geography 
Revision

English Language 
Revision
Maths Revision

PE / MfL Revision
Maths Revision

Science Revision
History/Geograph
y Revision

PE / MfL Revision
Maths Revision

English Literature 
Revision
MfL Revision

Science Revision
Maths Revision

5/11/18

English Literature 
Revision
MfL Revision

English Language 
Revision
Maths Revision

Science Revision
History/Geography 
Revision

PE / MfL Revision
Maths Revision

English Literature 
Revision
History/Geograph
y Revision

Science Revision
History/Geograph
y Revision

English Language 
Revision
Science Revision

12/11/18

English language
Science Revision

Science
PE Revision

Maths Revision

PE
Geography Revision

English Literature 
Revision

Geography 
History Revision
Science Revision

History Science 
Revision

English Literature 
Revision

Maths Revision

19/11/18

English Literature
Maths

Science Revision

Science

Maths Revision

Maths

Tip 1: Plan your revision. Create a realistic and well-presented timetable which you will 

adhere to. Include exam dates and add in sports/social/family commitments. 



Tip 2: Get a revision guide for your course (don’t rely on exercise books alone)



Tip 3:

Assess you knowledge before you start revising. 

Then revise the topics you find hard. There is no 

point going over the things you can already do.



R A G
Why RAG?

There is no point focusing your revision on what you already know. This will have a low 
impact on your learning.

You need to start with the things you don’t know; this requires grit and motivation but it 

will have a high impact on your learning.

Use R A G to identify what you know and don’t know. 

R – I don’t know it
A – I know it a bit
G – I know it

Now revise the RED stuff and then the AMBER stuff.

Study Groups



Knowledge Organiser: English Literature

Find the page in your KO for the text you are studying in class.







What next?



For any ‘red’ or ‘amber’ characters, you are going to make 
character revision cards.

Each revision card must display the following 
information:

1. The characters name
2. Adjectives that describe the characters 

personality
3. A quote that supports the adjective you have 

used to describe the character.



Learning outcome Red Amber Green

Recall the chemical symbols of some common elements.

Describe how Mendeleev arranged elements into a periodic 
table.

Describe how Mendeleev predicted the existence and 
properties of some elements yet to be discovered.

Explain how Mendeleev’s early ideas were supported by 
later evidence.

Elements and the periodic table 

What next?



BBC Bitesize

Describe how Mendeleev predicted the existence and 
properties of some elements yet to be discovered.



Tip 3:

Don't think you know it, test it. Doing questions is the only way of testing your application of knowledge. 

This is easier in some subjects than others. In science there is no excuse for not doing loads of practise 

questions but you need to have revised the content first. 

Research into success revision concludes that the most effective techniques are:

Practice testing - Self-testing to check knowledge 



Research into success revision concludes that the most effective techniques are:

Practice testing - Self-testing to check knowledge 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/z36cfcw/test

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/z36cfcw/test


Verbal quizzing with
family or peers

Flashcards



Tip 4: Print off all the past papers AND mark schemes possible. Use half the papers during revision, and 

half to test your knowledge after revision.

Practice testing - Self-testing to check knowledge 



Practice testing - Self-testing to check knowledge 



Tip 5: Tell your teacher if you get stuck, they will help you. Your 

teacher will be happy if you turn up for revision sessions knowing 

which topics you want help with.



Tip 6:

Get the right environment:

o no distractions (no music, Facebook, tv, 

family and friends)

o not too hot (cold temperature keeps your 

body awake open a window if necessary)

o comfortable

o space or organisation (don’t get your 

papers all muddled up)

o paper to write notes

o pens/pencils



Tip 7:

Revise smart. Don't revise for more than 

your brain can cope with. You need to be 

aware of when it has stopped going in.  

Then take short useful breaks. Revise in 

different ways.



Tip 8:

Healthy body healthy mind.

• Eat well

• Sleep well

• Exercise

Have a good revision-life balance.



English



BBC bitesize English Language WJECGoogle:

English Language

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/ztjmv4j

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/ztjmv4j


https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/ztjmv4j

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/ztjmv4j




BBC bitesize blood brothers WJEC or Eduqas

BBC bitesize an inspector calls WJEC or Eduqas

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zc8s4j6 https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/z94qycw/revision/1

English Literature

Google:

• English books
• Knowledge organisers
• BBC Bitesize
• Pixl App

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zc8s4j6
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/z94qycw/revision/1


School id GR5739
User id RawcliffeK
Password RawcliffeK2019

https://englishapp.pixl.org.uk/PiXLit.html

Google: Pixl lit app
Insert your own name

https://englishapp.pixl.org.uk/PiXLit.html








Maths





Science



We strongly recommend that 

students bring a pen-drive into 

school to download a free 

electronic science revision folder 

which gives students access to 

revision lists, end of topic tests 

and mark schemes, PowerPoints, 

and sample assessment materials.

Science Revision Resources
O-Drive



Drive (0:) Science

file://R2/Common/Science/Science Revision/CS Chemistry Paper 1


History

Geography
Revise:
• Urbanisation
• Rio- social, economic and environmental opportunities
• Manchester - greenfield / brownfield use
• Manchester - Traffic and environmental problems / solutions
• Earthquake distribution
• Earthquakes and volcanoes - prediction / monitoring, planning and preparation for.
• Using OS maps / photos to identify Coastal features
• Coastal defence / management
• Coastal erosional features (wave-cut platforms, headlands and bays only)

PE



Some more 
revision 

techniques



Use the exam board website

Google: Edexcel Science GCSE 2016 



YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZdJGGRgP0ysYouTube: Edexcel GCSE science 9-1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZdJGGRgP0ys


https://www.examtime.com/study-resources/

Mind Maps

Mind Maps enhance your 
learning experience by helping 
you make connections. Having 
a greater understanding of a 
topic or subject by connecting 
ideas will improve your 
memory. Mind Maps are 
widely recognised as an 
effective learning tool as a 
result of this key benefit and 
through the visual 
representation of information.

https://www.examtime.com/study-resources/




1. Write a question or term to define on one side of an index card. 

2. Jot down the answer to the question or the definition of the term on the other side of the 
card. 

3. Make flash cards for all of the terms or facts you'd like to memorize.

4. Test yourself or get someone else to test you.

5. If you get an answer correct, place that card in a pile designated for facts you've memorized. 
If you miss an answer, put that card in a pile of facts you still need to learn.

Flash Cards



Notes allow you the freedom to jot 
down ideas or pull together more in-
depth information in one place. 

Use bullet points to summarise 
paragraphs of writing. This means you 
are not mindlessly copying out.

Use post-it notes to identify concepts 
you don’t understand and then ask 
your teacher for help.

Notes (using a revision guide)



Research into success revision concludes that the most effective 
techniques are:

• Distributed practice (spaced learning) - spreading out 
study over time

• Practice testing - Self-testing to check knowledge 

What does ‘good’ revision look like?


