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GROW: 
Proud to grow happy and successful people.

Proud to grow a vibrant, safe & successful school.
CARE:

Proud to care for and respect all others.
Proud to care for our school and our planet.

Proud to have the confidence to care for ourselves.
ACHIEVE:

Proud to be inspired to achieve amazing things.
Proud to be resilient and independent life-long learners,

Proud to achieve.

Proud to G.C.A
Grow . Care . Achieve



AA

School Improvement Plan (summary):

- Continue our improvement journey: Teaching & Learning, Curriculum, ECTs, CPD, 
Behaviour review

- Return & Recover: Identifying Gaps and Appropriate Intervention and (re)establishing 
operational routines & protocols 

- Cross Curricular Reading: Tier Three Vocabulary, Reading Culture, Oracy

- Wider Achievement: Encouraging ambition and aspiration, Alumni, celebrating wider 
achievement of children

- SEND: Review SEN support and develop a SEND specific development plan



The year 7 team… Year Leader

Miss Kinlock

Form Tutors

7.1  Mr Thistlethwaite

7.2  Mrs Rainbow

7.3  Miss Shepherd & Dr Ludley

7.4  Mr Grimmett

7.5  Mr Conway & Mrs Archer

7.6  Mr Booth AA
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LS



LS



https://garstangcommunityacademy.com
/

Garstang Academy

@GarstangAcademy

School Website

EK

https://garstangcommunityacademy.com/


School Synergy

The Parent Portal is a single place where you can view school information for one or more children. You view attendance, 
behaviour and achievements, parent letters, school calendar, parent communication, homework and more.

Parent Portal

https://vimeo.com/506028955/89e980e50f

Please 
check 
Synergy 
daily if 
possible.

EK

https://vimeo.com/506028955/89e980e50f
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Uniform
https://garstangcommunityacademy.com/parents/unifor
m

Incorrect Uniform
Students must wear correct uniform everyday. In exceptional circumstances, where this is not possible, the student must bring a note 
from home explaining the reason and the short time frame required to correct the issue.
No explanation from home and/or an unacceptable length of time before anticipated correction, will result in students losing their 
breaks and lunchtimes until an acceptable solution has been arrived at.

https://garstangcommunityacademy.com/parents/uniform
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Mobile Phones

Mobile phones must remain switched off and in bags on school grounds – both inside and outside the school buildings. Mobile phones 

must not be in blazers, trousers etc. even when switched off.

• To support our behaviour management policy, which aims for outstanding behaviour and safety of students across 
the school. 

• To safeguard the safety of our students, staff and visitors. 
• To create an environment which students are not over-reliant on mobile/electronic technology during the school 

day. 

Purpose



Student MUST always:

• Be punctual for school and for lessons throughout the day.

• Care about their appearance and make sure they follow the uniform policy.

• Care about their behaviour and how it impacts on others at all times.

• Care about the appearance and content of work produced.

Behaviour for Learning

LS



Student MUST always:

• Formulate challenging goals and ambitions and work hard to achieve them.

• Engage in and take responsibility for their own learning by participating fully in learning activities in the classroom - there
can be no passengers.

• Enter the classroom in a calm, quiet and purposeful manner.

• Find and complete the ‘Go Task’ immediately on entry into the classroom.

LS



Student MUST always:

• Remain fully engaged in their own learning for the duration of every lesson – conversations, should they occur, should be
centred around learning and not social interactions.

• Think about answers to all questions asked, and to answer questions when they are directed to them, not to put up hands or
shout answers out.

• Ask questions to further understanding and/or clarify understanding in an appropriate way.

LS



Student MUST always:

• Engage in and take responsibility for their own learning by completing set class work in an appropriate time and
to the best of their ability.

• Engage in and take responsibility for their own learning by completing set homework on time and to the best of
their ability.

• Be proud to Grow, Care and Achieve

Proud to G.C.A
Grow . Care . Achieve

LS
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Rewards

Teachers will put reward points on School Synergy

Termly reward celebration events e.g. end of year trip to the Pleasure Beach

Two awards assemblies per year



Music: Jack and Ella

JCr



Reading at GCA

“Reading is to the mind what exercise is to 
the body.” — Richard Steele.



Benefits of reading

LB

• Develops and increases vocabulary.
• Helps to develop communication skills.
• Improves concentration.
• Enables understanding of other cultures, periods in time etc. 
• Improves empathy.
• Increases imagination and creativity.
• Helps develop writing skills.



No matter what the starting point 
is for a child or their social 
background, it has been proven 
that the more regularly a child is 
involved in reading the more 
successful they will be in 
developing and improving literacy 
scores

LB



Reasons to read (continued)

LB

• The reading age required to fully access G.C.S.E exams is 15 years and 7 months.

• Studies have revealed that many GCSE students (15/16 years of age) have a reading age of 13 years or below (Adi Bloom - TES 

Feb 2018). Having such a reading age can limit how a student can access examination papers.

• GCSE English literature paper has an average of 4417 words.

• Relaxation

• Pleasure

• Knowledge



How GCA facilitate reading

LB

• Reading Canon allowing students to access challenging, age related texts;
• Y7 = ‘Lord of the Flies’
• Y8 = ‘Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time’
• Y9 = ‘The Great Gatsby’
• Y10 = ‘The Handmaid’s Tale’
• Canon reading takes place 3 mornings per week in form time. Students not only read the text but explore the 

themes, characters and context of the texts with their form tutors. It allows opportunities for students to 
discuss and develop their opinions on these aspects of the texts and gain a deeper understanding of the novels. 
Tis develops reading and oracy skills.



Reading at GCA

LB

• Pre- teaching of vocabulary across all curriculum areas in order to assist reading to understand.

• Lexoniks programme to help improve reading ability.

• Teaching of spelling in all subjects especially key words.

• Digital Library: access to 9000 titles, 200 audio books, can borrow up to 4 books at one time, offer age related recommendations. Books 

are downloaded onto a phone or ipad. More information to follow…

• Re-opening of physical library.

• Opportunity to be involved in Lancashire Book of the Year.

• Opportunity to be involved in ‘Readathon’.



SEND

SR

SENDCo

Mrs Radford

s.Radford@Garstang.fcat.org.uk

mailto:s.Radford@Garstang.fcat.org.uk


Sport @ GCA
Autumn Term available for Year 7

Monday – Rugby and Netball

Wednesday – Football

Thursday – Hockey

All clubs are 3.15pm – 4.15pm, 
matches will be communicated by 
Synergy.

Follow us on Twitter @GCA_PE 
and @GarstangAcademy

Extra Curricular Activities

KR



Extra-Curricular Opportunities

At GCA, we strive to ensure that students are given opportunities in and out of the classroom to develop 

their artistic talents across the disciplines of music, dance, drama and art.

Choir! Year 7 & 8 Band!

KS3 Drama Club!
Art Club!

Productions!

Talent Show!

GCA Dance Academy!Performances!

Creative Arts

JCr



Peripatetic Music Lessons

We are proud to be able to welcome into school a team of highly skilled, professional musicians 
who offer weekly one to one lessons to students in:

• Drum Kit
• Brass 

• Woodwind 
• Guitar (electric, acoustic and bass)

• Piano
• Voice

JCr



Further Information…

• Lessons are on a rota to ensure that students don’t repeatedly miss the same lesson
• Lessons usually last for 30 minutes although shorter lessons can sometimes be arranged
• Lessons cost £15 per half hour, payable half termly
• Information and booking forms can be collected from Mrs Crow tonight or by emailing 

j.crow@garstang.fcat.org.uk

Please see the video on the school website to hear more from each of our teachers:
(https://www.garstangcommunityacademy.com/learning/extracurricular/arts) 

JCr

https://www.garstangcommunityacademy.com/learning/extracurricular/arts


Music:
Jack playing and singing Heart of Stone

JCr



Thank you for coming. Please feel free to 

ask questions to staff on your way out.

AA


