
The 5 Text Types  
  
In his book ‘Reading Reconsidered’, Doug Lemov points out that there are five types of texts 
that children should have access to in order to successfully navigate reading with 
confidence. These are complex and demand more from the reader than other types of 
books. These reading types are available for our pupils within our ‘100 books to read in 
Year…’ offer and our pupils are encouraged to read across the text types when ‘reading for 
pleasure’. Additionally, teachers will select class texts from across these text types to ensure 
our pupils are exposed to the types of texts that will support them in becoming more 
established and sophisticated readers. Teachers will also consider these text types when 
planning units of work in English to ensure each text type is covered across the course of the 
year. In this instance, an extract from the text may be used, where study of the whole text is 
not appropriate or timely.  
  
The five text types are: 
  
Archaic Language 
Archaic texts are older texts, those written when authors used different words, in different 
sequences. With each passing year, archaic texts become a little less familiar and a little 
more distant from the way we write and talk today. 
Through study of these text types children will develop proficiency with antiquated forms of 
expression which will support them in accessing more complex texts. These texts will also 
contribute significantly to the development of our pupils’ vocabulary through consideration for 
the etymology of words.   
  
Non-Linear Time Sequences 
Nonlinear texts challenge a reader’s expectation that time elapses in a linear and even 
manner. These texts force readers to contend with confusing moments when time, or the 
rate at which it appears to be passing, shifts suddenly and without explanation. Exposure to 
these sorts of texts is important to demonstrate that, unlike in many children’s books, time 
within books does not always unfold with consistency. These books might include time 
sequences that move in fits and starts, moves forward quickly or doubles back.  
 
Narratively Complex/Complexity of the Narrator  
These books have a more complicated narrator than children might usually experience. For 
example, there might be more than one narrator or the narrator might be ‘non-human’. Other 
texts in this group might have two intertwining stories. Exposure to these sorts of texts 
supports children’s ability to follow plot and to develop their appreciation of different 
characters.  
  
Complexity of Plot  
These books include those that have a symbolic meaning that might not be immediately 
obvious, for example stories with a moral. Additionally, these books include those with 
unclear plot lines which can be difficult to follow. It is the readers’ role to follow the text in 
order to hold the plot together and to make sense of it as different plot lines swerve off, in 
what could be seen as unrelated directions.  
 
Resistant Texts 
These types of texts or books are deliberately difficult to understand or make sense of. This 
might be because of the way in which they are written or presented or their structure. Over 
half of the poems ever written fit into this category.  
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Year 3 and 4  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5/6  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 


