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Religious Education at Glenfield Infant School follows the Agreed Syllabus for Hampshire, 
Portsmouth, and Southampton “Living Difference IV.” 
 
Vision statement for Religious Education 
 
Every child at Glenfield Infant School will be encouraged to foster curiosity concerning the puzzles 
of life and be given opportunities to develop spiritual awareness. They will be given a chance to 
reflect on cultural and moral issues and explore their feelings and those of others. Children will be 
encouraged to respect the opinions and beliefs of others while exploring their own views and 
beliefs in a safe environment. They will be taught key aspects through Christianity as our main faith 
plus various others reflecting our current cohorts. 

Our Aims for Religious Education are to: 

 

•  Foster curiosity concerning the puzzles of life 

•  Develop a reflective attitude and encourage stillness of being 

•  Encourage opportunities for spiritual, cultural, moral and social development 

•  Develop an appreciation for the rhythm of nature 

•  Develop a sense of awe and wonder and care for the natural world 

•  Raise an awareness that people have beliefs that are important to them 

•  Encourage children to respect the opinions and beliefs of others whilst exploring their   own 
views and beliefs in a safe environment 

•  Engage with concepts that are common to religious and non-religious experience alike (e.g. 
remembering, specialness, celebration, rights, duty, justice) 

•  Teach what Christians believe and to explore the beliefs of one other religions represented 
within our school and community 

Teaching Approaches 

 
The teaching approach encourages open enquiry and is not based on a particular belief or religious 
stance. The RE covered at Glenfield Infant School is taught as part of our curriculum in units across 
all year groups, which in KS1 amounts to 36 hours over the course of the academic year. All RE 
units in KS1 begin with the sharing of a ‘Knowledge Organiser’ with pupils, which highlights the key 
learning they will be doing in their half-termly RE units and also includes a diagram of the enquiry 
cycle outlining the five steps of enquiry which will be followed during that unit.  
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In order to make religious education a lively, active subject we employ a variety of teaching 
methods including art, music, discussion, the development of thinking skills, drama, the use of 
artefacts, pictures, stories, and the use of periods of stillness and reflection. 
 
Where possible we want our pupils to have opportunities to encounter local faith communities 
through visits to local places of worship (these may be virtual) or visits from members of local faith 
communities to the school (either in person or virtually). 
 
The RE topics aim to build on the children’s own experiences and progressively develop an 
understanding of the key features, beliefs, celebrations and values of different faiths whilst 
fostering within the children an appreciation of the significance of faiths to their followers.  When 
appropriate, references to RE may be made in other subjects.  There may be occasional reference 
to other faiths where opportunities arise. 
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Living Difference IV Syllabus 

 

 
 
 
Equal Opportunities 
 
The teaching of RE is planned with due regard for the school’s Equal Opportunities policy. 
  
Children with Special Educational Needs are encouraged to be involved in all aspects of the school 
curriculum. Those with specific needs are catered for as appropriate. 
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Children who are Able and Talented in RE are identified and their needs are catered for in line with 
the Able, Gifted and Talented policy.  
Assessment of Religious Education 
Within each RE unit, teachers assess pupils at different points during the ‘Cycle of Enquiry’, through 
written responses, drawings and anecdotal evidence of verbal responses.  Here are the End of Year 
Expectations suggested by Living Difference IV:  

 
 

 

Monitoring of Religious Education 

 
The RE Coordinator will monitor RE within the school through analysis of the assessment tasks 
completed by pupils during the Cycle of Enquiry, pupil interviews, work scrutiny, observations of 
displays and drop-ins. 
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Right of Withdrawal 

 
At Glenfield Infant School we wish to be an inclusive community but recognise that parents, have 
the legal right to withdraw their children from religious education on the grounds of conscience. 
We would ask any parent considering this to contact the Head teacher to discuss any concerns or 
anxieties they may have about the policy, provision and practice of religious education at Glenfield 
Infant School. 
 
In accordance with DES circular 3/89 V.1, the legal right of teachers to withdraw from the teaching 
of RE is recognised.  Any teacher wishing to withdraw must confirm this in writing to the 
Headteacher/Governing Body.  In the event of this right being exercised, the teaching of RE will be 
implemented by another member of staff. 

Alternative Arrangements 

 
Parents are entitled and welcome to come into school to support their child's religious 
development during the time that their child is withdrawn.  

Policy review 

 
This policy will be reviewed 2 yearly. The next review will be December 2027.  
 
 
 

 


