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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils, staff, parents and carers agree that there is a real sense of community at this 
school. They are proud to be part of ‘Team Godley’. They strive to live out the school 
values and to ‘Believe to achieve and shine together’. Pupils are happy, safe and 
enjoy their learning. 
 
Leaders have high expectations for pupils’ achievements, including pupils with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). Most pupils and children 
achieve well across a range of subjects. 
 
Teachers expect exemplary behaviour from pupils. Pupils rise to these high 
expectations. They are kind and caring. They are respectful and polite to each other 
and to adults. Pupils are keen to earn merits and ‘You’ve been spotted’ tickets.  

Pupils have trusted adults in school to talk to about concerns. Leaders deal quickly 
and effectively with any concerns that pupils have, including bullying.  

Pupils experience an exceptional range of enrichment activities. For example, pupils 
perform confidently as part of ‘Godley Noise’, the school band, both in school and at 
a variety of concerts. They take great pride in their work to produce the weekly 
‘what’s going on’ video broadcast for their school website. Pupils value the range of 
clubs they are able to attend, such as cookery, yoga, chess and eco-club. By 
carrying out roles such as peer mentors and play leaders, they learn to make a 
positive difference to their school community. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Leaders and staff have worked with the multi-academy trust to design an 
aspirational and ambitious curriculum for all pupils, including those pupils with 
SEND. The bespoke curriculum has been developed with a focus on inspiration from 
the school’s locality and beyond. It is designed to enrich pupils’ learning. Key 
knowledge pupils will learn from the early years to the end of Year 6 is clearly 
identified. Leaders make it clear to teachers when this knowledge should be taught. 
 
Staff are provided with regular curriculum training to develop their skills and 
knowledge of how to teach different subjects effectively. As a result, staff are 
confident in delivering the curriculum across a range of subjects. Teachers use their 
strong subject knowledge to deliver the curriculum well. In lessons, teachers use 
assessment strategies effectively to support pupils’ grasp of important knowledge. In 
many subjects, teachers check as a matter of routine that the earlier learning of 
pupils is secure. However, in some subjects, leaders are refining their systems to 
ensure that teachers identify what pupils can recall of their prior learning. In these 
subjects, teachers are not as well equipped to check that pupils have retained their 
learning securely in their long-term memory. This means that some pupils cannot 
apply prior knowledge to new learning. As a result, some pupils do not secure a rich 
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body of subject knowledge over time in these subjects. 
 
Leaders prioritise reading from the moment that children start school. Children in 
Nursery are introduced to sounds and vocabulary through stories, rhymes and play. 
Pupils are surrounded by an environment where books are held in high regard. 
Leaders and staff have created attractive and inviting reading areas in classrooms 
and the ‘Reading Den’. This encourages pupils to read and share books with each 
other.  

Staff are trained to deliver the phonics programme well. The books that pupils and 
children read closely match the sounds they are learning. Any pupils who struggle 
with reading are supported to keep up with their peers. Older pupils read confidently 
and fluently. They enjoy taking part in the ‘Godley reading challenge’, which 
encourages them to read widely and often. They appreciate the joy that books can 
provide. As a result, most pupils achieve well and become confident and fluent 
readers. 

Pupils with SEND are identified quickly. Leaders work closely with other professionals 
to ensure that these pupils receive the support they need. Teachers use a range of 
effective approaches to adapt their delivery of the curriculum. This means that 
pupils with SEND follow the same curriculum as their classmates.  
 
Pupils throughout the school maintain leaders’ high expectations for standards of 
behaviour. Classrooms are calm and purposeful. Pupils are able to focus on their 
learning without distraction.  
 
All pupils, including those who are disadvantaged, benefit from the extensive range 
of experiences that leaders plan for them to enhance their personal development. 
Pupils are inspired and motivated to be aspirational for their future lives. They 
experience a wealth of enrichment activities to broaden their horizons and extend 
their understanding of the wider world. Pupils have a keen understanding of 
diversity and the importance of respecting differences. Pupils spoke enthusiastically 
about their work with their link school in Nepal. These experiences prepare pupils 
extremely well for life in modern Britain and for the next stage of their education. 
 
Trustees and those responsible for governance know the school well. They hold 
senior leaders to account effectively and provide appropriate support when required. 
Staff morale is high. Staff value the support they receive from the trust to develop 
professionally. They feel that senior leaders and those responsible for governance 
are mindful of their workload and well-being. 
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Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Leaders and staff know their community well. Staff are trained to be alert to any 
signs that indicate pupils may be at risk of harm. Leaders make timely referrals to 
external agencies to ensure that pupils and families receive the support they need.  
Pupils learn about how to keep themselves safe in and out of school, including when 
online. They are aware of what to do if they come across something that worries 
them. They learn about road and bike safety and about the dangers of knife crime. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
◼ In some subjects, pupils do not retain what they have learned securely enough in 

their long-term memory. This means that they cannot apply prior knowledge to 
new learning, which prevents them from securing a rich body of knowledge over 
time. Leaders should refine and develop strategies to ensure that pupils embed 
knowledge successfully in their long-term memory in these subjects. 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 142704 

Local authority Tameside 

Inspection number 10211968 

Type of school Primary 

School category Academy converter 

Age range of pupils 4 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 234 

Appropriate authority Board of trustees 

Chair of trust Jack Harrison 

Principal Suzanne Clawley-Welton 

Website www.godleyprimary.co.uk 

Date of previous inspection 16 January 2019, under section 8 of the 
Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
◼ Godley Community Primary School is part of The Enquire Multi-academy Trust. 

◼ The school operates a breakfast and after-school club. 

◼ Leaders do not make use of alternative provision. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education 
Act 2005. 
 
◼ This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 

pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders 
and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school. 

◼ Inspectors conducted deep dives in the following subjects: early reading, 
mathematics and history. For each deep dive, they met with subject leaders and 
teachers. They also visited lessons, looked at examples of pupils’ work and talked 
with groups of pupils about their learning.  
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◼ Inspectors also spoke with subject leaders, spoke to pupils about their learning 
and evaluated their work in some other subjects. 

◼ The lead inspector observed pupils from key stages 1 2 reading to a familiar 
adult.  

◼ Inspectors spoke with the headteacher and other school leaders.  

◼ The lead inspector spoke with members of the board of trustees and members of 
the academy improvement committee for the school. She also spoke with a 
representative of the local authority and with the academy director for school 
improvement.  

◼ Inspectors talked with staff about their workload and well-being. 

◼ Inspectors met with the leaders who are responsible for attendance, behaviour, 
early years, SEND and pupils’ personal development.  

◼ Inspectors reviewed leaders’ policies and procedures to keep pupils safe. They 
discussed safeguarding arrangements with leaders and staff. They also checked 
the single central record.  

◼ Inspectors spoke with pupils about safeguarding and their wider experience of 
school. They looked at a range of policies and documents related to pupils’ 
welfare and education. They observed pupils’ behaviour in lessons and around the 
school.  

◼ Inspectors took account of the responses to Ofsted’s online surveys for staff and 
pupils.  

◼ Inspectors met with parents at the start of the school day and took account of 
the responses to Ofsted Parent View, including the free-text responses. 

 

 

Inspection team 

 

Rebecca Jewitt, lead inspector His Majesty’s Inspector 

Pat Speed His Majesty’s Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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