
Reception Newsletter 
Welcome back! We hope you have had a restful and  

relaxing half term! 

Our key high-quality text 

this half term 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monkey Puzzle                        

By Julia Donaldson 

 

Reading & Phonics                                          

This half term we are continuing with our 

learning of Phase 3 & 4 phonics. We will be 

developing our blending skills to be able to 

read words with 4, 5 and even 6 sounds which 

can be tricky as sounds can sometimes get 

“lost” during blending of longer words! We will 

also be reading lots of compound words, 

practising breaking them up into manageable 

chunks and apply our skills for reading shorter 

words to longer, trickier ones!                           

We are really promoting independence and 

encouraging the children to apply their 

knowledge and skills in real life contexts in 

order to problem solve.                                  

We will continue to share weekly texts in our 

focused group reading sessions and your child 

will continue to have their book changed each 

week. Please let us know if you feel your child 

would benefit from an additional reading book 

at home or if you feel your child needs a little 

longer to practise their current book.                                    

English                           

Our literacy sessions are 

largely based around speaking 

and listening skills, exploring 

language and having lots of 

conversations about our own 

ideas!                             

We are becoming confident 

and articulate storytellers by 

re-enacting familiar stories 

using pictures, props and 

actions. We are developing our 

ability to describe this half 

term, choosing words carefully 

to accurately explain what 

jungle animals look and 

behave like.                                  

We are expanding our 

vocabulary all of the time and 

taking advantage of any 

opportunity to learn new 

words! 

Writing                                                   

Independence is key for this half term! We are 

encouraging the children to write for purpose 

and in contexts that are meaningful to them. 

We are developing our use of capital letters, 

finger spaces and full stops when writing 

sentences and are practising reading our own 

writing back to another person. We are also 

developing our handwriting, working hard to 

make sure our letters are correctly formed and 

clear for others to read. We are looking 

forward to celebrating lots of writing this half 

term!.                                              



 

Key Dates                                                               

World Book Day – Thursday 5th March                                             

Reception Golden Assembly – Friday 27th March                                      

Easter Bonnet Parade – Friday 3rd April                        

School Closes – Friday 3rd April                     

Class Targets                     

*to look closely at and discuss 

similarities, differences, 

patterns and change in the 

environment.                     * 

*to ask and answer how and 

why questions about stories 

and the world around us. 

*to begin to apply skills and 

knowledge to a range of tasks 

independently. 

Numeracy                                                       

This half term will begin by extending our 

knowledge of shape to 3d shapes; exploring 

their properties, learning some mathematical 

names for the shapes and using 3d shapes 

for purposes such as building, craft and 

construction. Later in the half term we will 

be focusing on addition to 10 and exploring 

all the different ways of making and 

representing 10. We are very interested in 

exploring different representations of number, 

as shown on our maths display below:                                             

Wider Curriculum                          

We are learning about the 

jungle and rainforests of the 

world! We will be 

investigating where these 

places are on our world map 

and thinking about some of 

the features of the rainforest, 

including which animals live 

there! We will be looking at 

Rousseau’s “Tiger in a 

Tropical Storm” and using 

different media to create our 

own versions of this famous 

painting. We will also be 

looking more closely at the 

butterflies from our key text 

“Monkey Puzzle” and 

investigating their life cycle. 

    

Challenges 

This half term we will be continuing to promote 

independence and the children’s ability to lead 

their own learning with our weekly indoor and 

outdoor challenges. The children have 6 

challenges to complete throughout the week. We 

are encouraging the children to practise their 

skills and to apply their knowledge to a task 

independently and to develop their problem 

solving skills, perseverance and resilience as 

learners, in preparation for transition to Year 

One! 

Thank you for your continuing support and hard 

work at home!                                       

Miss Williams & Miss Murray 


