
Curriculum Map: Understanding the World
	Year Nursery

	Development Matters: 3 and 4-year-olds will be learning to:

	· Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials. 
· Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties. 
· Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary
· Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history.
· Show interest in different occupations
· Explore how things work.
· Plant seeds and care for growing plants. 
· Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal. 
	· Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things.
· Explore and talk about different forces they can feel.
· Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice
· Continue developing positive attitudes about the differences between people
· Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos

	Unit
	Skills
	Key vocabulary 
	Sentence Starters
	Children will learn…
	Suggested provision enhancements & activities

	Autumn 1
Who is in my family?
	· Have an awareness of themselves and those around them
· Names familiar family members
· Identify who lives in their home
· Talks about who is important to them
· Begin to describe some of the roles in their family
· Shares some simple memories
· Talk about special events
· Use role play to act out family experiences
· Notice differences in families
· Begins to express ideas about different families
· Responds to stories about diverse people and families
	Me, I, my, family, home, live, mummy, daddy, brother, sister, baby, uncle, auntie, nan, grandad, friend, people, same, different, help, cook, play, look after, remember, before when, birthday, party, special, story
	“This is my…”
“I live with…”
“In my family…”
“My … can/is…”
“I remember…”
“I went to…”
“Some families…”
	· Names of family members in their family
· Share who is important to them
· Talk about what their family does for them
· Names of friends in their class
· Identify who they are friends with and who they like to play with
· Explore different types of families
· Talk about where they live and where they come from
	· Photo album of children with their families and some information about who is in their family
· Dolls house with family members names
· Dolls house with children’s ‘mini me’
· Home corner with outfits showcasing potential roles e.g. apron for cooking – who does the cooking?
· Photo frames with children’s families in photos
· All about me Photo books in reading corner – ask families to send in photos and information to be turned into a book. Hand out and collect during Home Visits
· Self-portrait/Family portrait picture frames, photos and mirrors for drawing
· Multicultural and diverse books and families represented in dolls house
· Build my house with images of different types of homes (flats, semi-detached, detached, caravan, bungalow, etc.) 
Books: 
The Family Book – Todd Parr
Two Homes – Claire Masurel
So Much! – Trish Cooke
All Are Welcome – Alexandra Penfold
This is How We Do It – Matt Lamothe
Monkey Puzzle – Julia Donaldson
Peepo! – Janet & Allan Ahlberg
Me and My Family Tree – Joan Sweeney
A Place Called Home – Kate Baker
The many colours of Harpeet Singh – Supriya Kelkar

	Autumn 2
Who am I? Who are you?
	· Use simple language to describe
· Use simple language to highlight similarities and differences
· Show acceptance and curiosity about others
· Recognise and name some familiar jobs
· Use role play to act out different jobs
· Show curiosity about different roles
	Same, different, people, friend, family, hair, skin, eyes, like, different, job, work, teacher, doctor, nurse, builder, police officer, firefighter, dentist, vet, girl, boy, she, he, his, hers, him, her
	“We are the same/different…”
“We have the same/different …”
“They have…”
“I like …”
“That is different because…”
“They help to…”
“I want to be a …”
	· How to describe themselves and their appearance
· Talk about their likes and dislikes
· Notice what others look like and use simple language to describe them
· Use simple language to spot similarities and differences between themselves and others
· Identify important roles within the community, including people who help us
· Talk about what their family do for work
· Talk about what people in their role do to help others
· Talk about what they would like to do when they grow up
	· Role play area dressing up clothes include roles such as vets, doctors, paramedics, firefighters, police officers, etc.
· Small world includes diverse range of characters and their roles in society e.g. firefighters, doctors, police officers
· Different emergency vehicles
· Skin tone paints, pencils and mirrors for children to draw or paint themselves or other people
· Collage faces with different materials of different colours and textures to support features
· Builders yard outside with full kit (hard hats, tool belts, blueprints, tools) and photos of real builders
· Cut and stick “I like to eat…” food plate
Books:
It’s OK to be different – Todd Parr
You Choose – Nick Sherratt
My World, Your World – Melanie Walsh
Along Came a Different – Tom McLaughlin
The Odd Dog Out – Rob Biddulph
The Jolly Postman – Allan Ahlberg
The Busy People (Series) Lucy George
When I grow Up – Tim Minchin
A Hero Like You – Nikki Rogers

	Spring 1
What do you notice?
	· Observes changes in materials
· Uses simple language to describe what is happening
· Talk about what they see during cooking or weather changes
· Predicts what might happen next with support
· Notices whether objects sink or float
· Talks about what happens with simple language
· Explore different materials using senses
· Describes how things feel
· Notice simple forces in everyday movements and play (push and pull)
· Uses play to investigate movement
	Hot, cold, melt, freeze, mix, change, wet, dry, cook, hard, soft, sink, float, heavy, light, up, down, rough, smooth, push, pull, fast, slow, move, sunny, windy, cloudy, rain, frost, snow
	“It is…”
“It changed…”
“It is sinking/floating…”
“It feels…”
“I can push/pull…”
	· Notice changes in the weather
· Discuss and describe the weather
· Predict about how the weather might change (e.g. – dark clouds – rain)
· Talk about different textures
· Observe what happens when an object is placed in the water
· Use simple language to share what they have noticed when placing objects in the water
· Observe what happens to ice left out in the sun
· Use simple language to describe what happens to ice
· Explores different pull and push motions in play
· Know the difference between push and pull when following instructions
	· Use of wheelbarrows and pulleys to transport and move large objects
· Use of ramps and slopes on bikes and scooters
· Use of ramps and slopes in small world with different vehicles
· Tyres crates, ropes tied to crates, etc.
· Variety of objects in water play that sink and float
· Variety of different material boats e.g. foil boat, paper boat, plastic boat, etc.
· Lots of ice and objects frozen in ice, bowls of warm and cold water, salt, spoons, pipettes
· Ice and food colouring mixed with water in spray bottles
· Water added into part of the dry sandpit for comparison and uses with wet and dry sand
· Baking utensils in play dough area
· Pestle and mortar, herbs, spices and citrus and playdough
· Wind ribbons, windmills and streamers
· Buckets and other containers for rain collection
· Spray bottles and cotton wool to simulate rain
· Large magnets (mitigate swallowing risk), metal and non-metal objects
· Push and pull toys

Books:
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt – Michael Rosen
What will the Weather be like today? – Paul Rogers
Rain – Sam Usher
That’s not my… (describing textures)
The Train Ride – June Crebbin
Rosie’s walk – Pat Hutchins
The Wind Blew – Pat Hutchins
Little Cloud – Eric Carle
Sheep in a Jeep! – Nancy Shaw
The Enormous Turnip
Izzy Gizmo

	Spring 2
Who lives in our world?
	· Identify and name familiar animals
· Describe simple features of animals
· Sort animals by types (e.g. minibeasts and farm animals)
· Show care for plants and animals
· Talk about how to care for living things
· Talk about what some things need to live
	Animal, pet, farm, bird, insect, wings, legs, fur, feathers, living, care, chick
	“This is a…”
“It has…”
“We need to…”
“The plant needs…”
“The animal needs…”
	· Identify and name farm animals
· Identify and name some zoo/wild animals
· Identify some names of minibeasts
· Sort animals by animal types: farm/wild/minibeasts
· Share ways we can look after animals and other living things

Mobile Farm Visit?
	· Role play could be Vets/Pet shop: soft toy animals, bandages, pet carriers, appointment cards, food bowls, brushes, x-rays and animal photos
· Small world: Farm animals, minibeasts, logs, bark, stones, leaves, toy ponds, grass mats
· Investigation: magnifying glasses, bug viewers, information cards, natural materials
· Outside: watering cans, planters and pots, bird feeders, bug hotels, bug viewers, magnifying glasses, footprint stampers
· Water play: frogs, ducks, fish, pebbles, reeds, nets, and containers

Books:
Dear Zoo – Rod Campbell
Mad about Minibeasts – Giles Andreae
The Angry Ladybird – Eric Carle
Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What do you see? – Bill Martin Jr
Farmyard Hullabaloo – Giles Andreae
Monkey Puzzle – Julia Donaldson
Handa’s Surprise – Eileen Browne
Somebody Swallowed Stanley – Sarah Roberts
Elmer – David McKee
Giraffes Can’t Dance – Giles Andreae

	Summer 1
What helps plants grow?
	· Explore different types of seeds and bulbs
· Explore similarities and differences between plants
· Explore plants using their senses
· Talk about what they notice about plants
· Talk about have plants have changed or what has happened to plants
· Talk about basic needs of plants
	Seed, plant, flower, leaf, stem, root, soil, garden, grow, dead, alive, water, sunlight
	“This is a…”
“I can see…”
“It has…”
“The plant has…”
“I found…”
“It needs…”
“We need to…”
	· Explore basic names of some familiar plants
· Explore and name different parts of a plant
· Explore where fruit and vegetables come from
· Observe the growth and decay of plants
· Talk about what plants need and preform basic care e.g. watering plants
	· Variety of seeds and bulbs to explore and sort
· Magnifying glasses
· Seed packets and photographs
· Plant cuttings and flowers
· Pots, compost and seeds, water spray bottles, gardening glove and tools, plant labels
· Leaf printing
· Nature collages
· Flower painting
· Transient art with natural materials
· Garden centre role play
· Garden small world tray
· Counting seeds, sorting seeds by size and colour
· Measuring plants using cubes
· Litter picking tools

Books:
Jasper’s Beanstalk – Nick Butterworth
The Tiny Seed – Eric Carle
From Seed to Sunflower – Bedoyere D. E. La Camilla
Planting a Rainbow – Lois Ehlert
A seed grows – Antoinette Portis
Errol’s Garden – Gillian Hibbs
Ten Seeds – Ruth Brown

	Summer 2
How does that work?
	· Talk about animals’ growth and change
· Observe changes in living things
· Show curiosity for how things work
· Ask and answer questions about how things might work
· Explore mechanical objects through play
· Use simple actions to operate objects (turn, push, pull, wind, etc.)
· Talks about what happens after objects have been used (cause and affect)
· Notices light and dark
· Explores shadows using light and objects
	Egg, baby, grow, caterpillar, chrysalis, butterfly

Push, pull, turn, move, wheel, light, dark, shadow, torch, bright
	“First there is…”
“Then it…”
“It grows/grew…”

“I can make it…”
“It moves when…”
“I can see…”
“It made a shadow…”
“When I move it…”

	1. Name stages of butterfly life cycle
2. Observe and talk about the changes of a caterpillar into a butterfly

· Explore mechanical objects and toys through play
· Use resources to explore creating light and shadows
· Use resources to create light and experiment with colour
	· Typewriters
· Old telephones
· Calculators
· Wind-up toys
· Mechanical timers
· Toy cameras
· Marbel runs
· Pulley systems
· Nuts and bolts
· Water wall with pipes and wheels
· Push and pull carts
· Vehicles with moving parts
· Ramps and tracks
· Toy lifts and cranes
· Dark den, torches, translucent objects and shapes, reflective objects, shadow puppets, torch panels for colour mixing
· Light table/panel, coloured blocks, transparent shapes, x-rays, natural materials, cellophane colour mixing
· Shadow drawing with chalk

Books:
Old MacDonald had a Boat – Steve Goetz
Old MacDonald Had a Truck – Steve Goetz
Can’t You Sleep, Little Bear? – Martin Waddell
It Looked Like Spilt Milk – Charles G. Shaw
Flashlight – Lizi Boyd
What are Shadows and Reflections?
Guess Whose Shadow? – Stephen R Swinburne
The Game of Light – Herve Tullet
The Black Rabbit – Phillippa Leathers
Look Inside – How Things Work (Usborne books)
Oscar and the Cricket – Geoff Waring
Newton and Me – Lynne Mayer



