Curriculum Map: Understanding the World
	Year Reception

	ELG: Understanding the World

	Past & Present
· Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society
· Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.
· Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling.
People, Culture and Communities
· Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.
· Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 
· Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps.

	The Natural World
· Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants.
· Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 
· Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.

	Unit
	Skills
	Key vocabulary 
	Sentence Starters
	Children will learn…
	Suggested provision enhancements & activities

	Autumn 1 What Is a family?

What makes me a me?

What happens when we combine materials?
	· Talks about family members and experiences. 
· Describes similarities and differences between families. 
· Talks about photographs and memories. 
· Responds positively to diverse families in stories and real life and recognises that all families are unique

· Talks about different occupations and aspirations. 
· Asks questions to find out information. 
· Identifies trusted adults and people who help us in the school and community
· Understands how people contribute to the community.

· Observes and describes changes during baking. 
· Talks about how materials change when heated. 
· Uses simple scientific vocabulary.
	Family
Relative, parent, sibling, grandparent, memory, experience, celebration, same, different, belong, unique, special, remember


Occupations
Occupation, job, community, responsibility, future, visitor, uniform, equipment, question, answer, safe, job role names e.g. teacher, police officer, nurse, firefighter, teacher

Baking
Mix, dough, bake, heat, change, liquid, solid, rise
	Family
"I live with..." 
"My family..." 
"I remember..." 
"This family is..." 
"This is special because..."

Occupation
"They help by..." 
"I would like to be..." 
"What do you do?" 
"I learnt that..." 
"I can ask ___ for help."

Baking
"I noticed..." 
"First we..." 
"The heat made..." 
"It changed from...to..."
	1. Share photographs of own family and discuss who is in their family. Read a book about the different types of families (The Great Big Book of Families)
2. Look at pictures of different families and talk about how they are different or the same (JIGSAW – Celebrating Differences – 3.Families)
3. Using photographs talk about memories and add their family photos to a memory box with a post it note on a special memory – Teacher’s to build a book of photos with child’s shared happy memory
4. Explore different types of occupations with a focus on community roles, allowing children to share their own knowledge and experiences
5. Invite parents into school to share their job occupation and offer opportunities for the children to ask questions
6. Bake bread and discuss the consistency of different materials and how they change through the different processes
	Outcomes:
3. Photo Album book
6. Bread Plaits

Provision 
Role play- Family photo albums to explore and discuss. Dolls representing diverse families. Small world family figures. Baby care resources (nappies, blankets, bottles). Memory box with familiar objects and photographs. Uniforms and props (nurse, firefighter, teacher, police officer, builder, vet). Clipboards, appointment books and telephones. Community role-play signs.
Writing area-
Draw and label family members, My family booklets, post cards, speech bubbles for family photographs. Message pads, thank you cards, application forms for different jobs.
Small world-
Emergency services vehicles, pictures of the school and local area, hospital/ construction sites, diverse family representations, houses, family pets and accessories.
Malleable area-
Dough, rolling pins, baking trays, recipe cards with pictures, measuring spoons and scales.
Maths- 
Weighing scales, 5 currant buns nursery rhyme pictures/objects. Different sized objects for sorting.
Books:
The Great Big Book of Families – Mary Hoffman
Bread, Bread, Bread – Ann Morris
Love Is All We Need- Krina-Patel-Sage
The only way to make bread- Cristina Quintero
Variety of baking and recipe books


	Autumn 1
Mud Kitchen


	· Use objects to represent real-life experiences
· Engage in imaginative play with others
· Create familiar foods and recipes in play
· Talk about what they ae doing/making
· Take on a role in play
· Select materials for a purpose
· Combine natural materials to create something new
· Talk about their choices
· Explore different textures and materials
· Describe what they have made
· Uses tools appropriately
· Follow simple two step sequences
	Mix, cook, bake recipe, ingredients, petals, leaves, herbs, collect, combine, scoop, pour, stir, first, next
	“I am making…”
“I used…”
“First I…”
“Next I …”
“Then I…”
	Order in which Adults are to model the Mud Kitchen

1&2. Explore and safely use and tidy various tools and equipment in the mud kitchen

3&4. Use two step recipes to combine and create using different recipes with visuals to support

5&6.  Engage in imaginative play, making choices on what to make and carrying out a role in their play e.g. families, café owners, etc.
	Ingredients
Petals, mud, leaves, sticks, sand, grass, pinecones, bark, acorns, conkers, feathers, seeds, pebbles, shells, herbs, oats, dried pasta, lentils
Equipment/tools
Water dispensers, metal bowls, saucepans, frying pans, muffin tins, cake tins, baking trays, measuring jugs, measuring spoons, ladles, spoons and scoops, funnels, teapots, whisks, rolling pins, cake cases, potato mashers, plates, cups, bowls, weighing scales
Enhancements:
2 step recipe cards, autumnal ‘ingredients’, menus, chalkboard signs, clipboards, paper, pencils, staff made ‘mud kitchen cookbook’

	Autumn 2
What is a tradition?

What makes me a me?

Why do we have to remember?
How can I be safe?
	· Talks about family traditions and celebrations
· Identify features of Diwali, Christmas, Bonfire Night and Remembrance Day
· Identifies similarities and differences between celebrations
· Shows respect for different cultures and beliefs

· Talks about events that happened in the past
· Knows why Bonfire Night and Remembrance Day is celebrated/
· commemorated
· Uses simple vocabulary related to historical events
	Tradition, celebration, special, culture, community, Diwali, remember, remembrance, Christmas, decorations

Past, long ago, Guy Fawkes, bonfire, fireworks, history, poppy, soldier, peace, war, 
	"My family..." 
"We celebrate..." 
"People celebrate by..." 
"The same is..." 
"The difference is..."

"A long time ago..." 
"People remember..." 
"We celebrate..." 
"We remember..." 
"I learnt that..."

	1. Learn about a story from the past which we still remember today (Guy Fawkes) and how we remember and commemorate the day in England
2. Instead of DISCOVERY RE Explore the story of Diwali and how/why it is celebrated as part of Hinduism
3. Read story A Little Red Flower – Christpher Stokes Discuss the reason why we commemorate Remembrance Day and how this links to the past and our future
4. Invite parents/adults into school to share their job occupation and offer opportunities for the children to ask questions
5. Explore the local area to locate a post box to send letters to Santa from our class
6. Recap previously focused on occupations and explore children’s aspirations for the future. “When I grow up, I will be…”
7. Explore how different people from around the world celebrate Christmas (Japan, Germany, England, Australia)
	Provision:
· Home celebration role play
· Diwali home corner with diyas
· Christmas celebration set up
· Rangoli patterns
· Diya decorating
· Christmas card making
· Mehndi pattern drawing
· Fireworks collage with glitter and colourful paper
· Poppy and wreath creations
· Festival celebration scenes (small world)
· Dolls house decorated for celebrations
· Bonfire Night scene with figures, houses and firefighters
· Remembrance garden of poppies
· Artefacts linked to Diwali or Christmas
· Celebration photographs
· Traditional clothing
· Occupation clothing (police, vet, nurse, etc.)
· Historical photographs of Bonfire Night celebrations
· Nonfiction books about Guy Fawkes
· Remembrance Day artefacts
· Ribbon wands
· Chalk fireworks
· Large scale poppy art
· Letters to Santa
· World map, pictures of different Christmas traditions, flags from other countries, tradition picture matching to flags

Books:
Binny’s Diwali – Thrity Umrigar
Dipal’s Diwali (Twinkl)
Rama and Sita: The story of Diwali – Malachy Doyle
A Poppy is to Remember – Heather Patterson
A Little Red Flower – Christopher Stokes
The Jolly Christmas Postman – Janet & Allan Ahlberg
The Nativity Story
My First Christmas
Joy to the World! Christmas around the Globe – Kate DePalma


	Autumn 2
Mud Kitchen

	· Engage in imaginative play based on familiar experiences
· Select and combine materials with a clear purpose
· Follow two step instructions and sequences independently
· Follow simple visual recipes
· Describe the process of making something
· Work collaboratively with others during play
· Adapts recipes and ideas during play
· Uses talk to plan and organise their actions
	Recipe, ingredients, measure, serve, combine, first, next, then, finally, chef, order, café, menu, customer
	“I am making…”
“My recipe needs…”
“First/Next/
Then/Finally I…”
“I used…”
	Order in which Adults are to model the Mud Kitchen

1&2. Following and recalling recipes. Read a simple recipe card, gather ingredients, follow steps in order, use sequencing language

3&4. Adapting and creating recipes. Change an existing recipe, select ingredients for a purpose (e.g. petals instead of a lemon for scent), explaining choices

5&6. Developing rich imaginative play. Taking on roles, solving problems within play, collaborating with others, extending narratives
	Recipe Station
Laminated picture recipes, Clipboards and pencils, Blank recipe cards
Autumn Ingredients
Leaves, pinecones, conkers, acorns, herbs, petals
Bakery themes
Cake tins, muffin trays, mixing bowls, measuring spoons
Café themes
Menus, order pads, trays, cups, plates

	Spring 1

How do other people celebrate?

What is the past?

What animals live in Antarctica?

How can we use our senses to recognise change?

How will we get there? 
	· Knows that some celebrations have religious significance
· Talks about how and why we celebrate different traditions and celebrations
· Understand that people celebrate and draw comparisons between countries
· Show respect for different belief, customs and ways of life

· Compares transport from past and present
· Talks about important people from the past
· Uses some simple language linked to time and change
· Describes some similarities and differences

· Explore Antarctica, its environment and wildlife using books and pictures
· Compare similarities and differences between penguins

· Talk about changes they notices using their senses in cooking

· Recall and sequence a familiar journey
	Celebration, tradition, culture, religion, Chinese New Year, Zodiac, Pancake Day, Valentines, lantern, culture, Lent, Christian, Shrove Tuesday

Past, present, transport, vehicle, journey, pilot, important, achievement, old, new, Amelia Earheart, brave, inspire, explorer

Antarctica, habitat, penguin, survivor, Emperor Penguin, chick, warm, cold
	“People celebrate by…”
“I can show kindness by…”
“In the story…”





“In the past…”
“Today…”
“This is different because…”
“She was important because…”

“Penguins need…”
“I can see…”

“First we…”
“Next we…”
	1. DISCOVERY RE New Years
1. Explore transport from the past
2. Compare transport from the past to the present
3. Learn about Amelia Earhart and why she is important
4. Explore Antarctica’s environment and observe the wildlife within it
5. Explore the different types of penguins and what they need to survive
5.   DISCOVERY RE Chinese       
      New Year
6. Trip to Lidl/Make Spring Rolls
6.    Instead of DISCOVERY RE      
       Valentines Day
	· Pancake café
· Chinese restaurant
· Post office/card shop for Valentines
· Pancake collage
· Chinese Lanterns
· Dragon collage
· Valentines’ cards
· Heart collages
· Heart painting – style of Piet Mondrian
· Chinese New Year decorations in home corner
· Chinese New Year puppets
· Chopsticks, red envelopes, lanterns
· Pancake making ingredients exploration
· Pancake making role play in malleable
· Build bridges, roads and airports
· Photographs of transport from the past alongside small world vehicles
· Postcards
· Labels and tickets
· Suitcases, passports, travel tickets, travel guides, maps in home corner

Books:
Mr Wolf’s Pancakes – Jan Fearnley
Pancakes, Pancakes – Eric Carle
I Love Chinese New Year – 
The Great Race: The Story of the Chinese Zodiac – Dawn Casey OR Emily Hiles
Bringing in the New Year – Grace Lin
Let’s Celebrate! Special Days around the world.- Kate DePalma
The Day it Rained Hearts – Felicia Bond
Kindness Makes Us Strong – Sophie Beer
Little People, Big Dreams: Amelia Earhart – Maria Isabel Sanchez Vegara
The Train Ride – June Crebbin
Pete the Cat’s Train Trip – James Dean
A Ticket Around the World – Melissa Owens

	Spring 2

How do other people celebrate?

Who were they?

What happens to animals when they grow?
	· Talk about different celebrations including how and why they are celebrated
· Talk about why celebrations are important to people
· Explore traditions from cultures and religions

· Compares old and new objects
· Use simple language related to past and present
· Learn about important people from the past and present (David Attenborough & Jane Goodall)
· Understand and explain why some people are important

· Observe and discuss changes in animals over time
· Explore simple animal life cycles

· Identify some woodland creatures and their habitats
· Talk about what animals need to survive
	Eid, Easter, Christian, Muslim, community, mosque, prayer, church

Past, present, old, new, wildlife, nature, protect, important


Grow, change, hatch, life cycle, chick, caterpillar, butterfly, chrysalis, woodland, survive, habitat
	“This is important because…”
“People celebrate by…”


“In the past…”
“I notice…”
“They are important because…”



“First… Next… Then… Finally…”
“This animal lives…”
It has changed…”
	1. Learn about David Attenborough and why he is important
1. DISCOVERY RE Signs of Spring – Spring Welly Walk around school
2. Learn how and why Eid is celebrated
2.    DISCOVERY RE Spring into 
       Life Learn about new life in 
       the birth and change of 
       different animals
3. Compare old and new household objects and explore how they work and how they were used
3.   DISCOVERY RE The Easter     
      Story
4. Identify different woodland wildlife and what they need to survive
4.   Instead of DISCOVERY RE  
      Explore how different 
      countries celebrate Easter in 
      different ways
5. Observe and discuss 
       changes by ordering the life  
       cycle of a chicken and other 
       animals
	Eid decorations and feast tole play
Part planning area
Easter cards
Egg decorating
Mendhi pattern painting
Easter artefacts, celebration photos, 
Eid artefacts, celebration photos, traditional clothing, prayer mats
Old telephones, cameras, typewriters, irons, radios
Photographs of old household objects
Past and present sorting activities
Nature exploration station – binoculars, magnifying glasses, clipboards, wildlife images, Photographs of Jane Goodall and David Attenborough
Chick hatching observation station
Life cycle cards, toys and puzzles
Small world Woodland habitat – forest animals, logs, moss, leaves
Small world frog pond – blue tuff tray, lilly pads, logs, tadpoles, frogs, fish, froglets, flies, bugs
Bird feeders, binoculars, bird checklist
Animal fact books, animal labelling, animal sorting and ordering life cycle writing frames
Veterinary surgery


Books:
The Easter Story
The Most Exciting Eid – Zeba Talkhani
Can You Find My Eid Presents? – A.M. Dassu & Junissa Bianda
In my Mosque – M.O. Yuksel
Peepo! - Janet & Allan Ahlberg
Little People, Big Dreams: David Attenborough
Little People, Big Dreams: Jane Goodall
Tad – Benji Davies
Tadpole’s Promise – Jeanne Willis
A Chicken’s Life – Nancy Dickmann
Percy the Park Keeper – Nick Butterworth


	Summer 1

Who can help us?

Who were they? Why were they important?

What do I know about the world around me?
	· Identify trusted adults in school and the community
· Identify who to ask for help based on different situations
· Understands ways to keep themselves safe

· Learn about important people from the past and understand why they are important (Rosa Parks & Neil Armstrong)

· Explore and discuss features of an environment
· Compare an environment with our own local environment
· Draw and describe plants and animals from observation
· Use simple maps and photographs to recall and discuss journeys

· 
	Firefighter, stranger, librarian, dentist, teacher, teaching assistant, vet, doctor, nurse, headteacher, police officer








Environment, woodland, park, field, road, path, map, forest, lake, waterfall, pond, trail
	“If I needed help…”
“… is a trusted adult”
“A … helps people by…”
“They keep us safe by…”















“I noticed…”
“My drawing shows…”
“This animal/plant…”
“First… Next… Then… Finally…”
	1. Identify trusted adults within school and stranger danger
2. Identify those in the Community who can help us in different situations
3. Explore what kind of creatures live in woodland areas (badgers, foxes, deer, squirrels, hedgehogs, dormice, owls, insects)
4. Trip to Stanton Park – Explore area take photos and draw what we have seen to compare later
5. Recount journey using photographs and drawings, placing them in order, to show a journey
6. Using photographs and drawings add to a simple line map of Stanton Park
7. Explore ways in which we can look after the natural world around us
	Outcomes:
4. Photos of trip around Stanton & Drawings of animals, scenes, and plants by children
5. Ordering images and photographs
6. Draw a line map of Stanton using pictures and ordered journey as a reference
Provision:
Small world
Trusted school ‘mini me’ adults, trusted adult figures (firefighters, doctors, nurses,etc.), Police/fire station, hospital, school.
Woodland areas, moss, leaves, woodland animals, photographs of Stanton, clipboards, large paper, local park maps, labels and post it notes.
Literacy
Maps, map books, atlas, photos of trip around Stanton, labels, sticky notes, 
Construction area
Roads, wooden blocks, cars, coach, bridges, signs, trees
Investigation
Niel Armstrong book, spaceship, rockets, astronauts, loose parts, photographs of moon landing
Creative
Photos of Stanton park, leaves, flowers, feathers (inspire observational drawing, painting or collage)
Home corner
Enhancements for Doctors Surgery, Police Station, Vet or School Office
Books:
The Garden We Share – Zoe Tucker
A Superhero Like You – Dr Ranj Singh
Little People BIG DREAMS: Rosa Parks
Little People BIG DREAMS: Neil Armstrong
Whatever Next! – Jill Murphy
Martha Maps It Out – Leigh Hodgkinson
Rosie’s Walk – Pat Hutchins
My Map Book – Sara Fanelli
Me on the Map – Joan Sweeney
Once I was a tree – Eoin Mclaughlin
Sh! We Have a Plan – Chris Haughton
We’re Going on a Nature Hunt – Steve Metzger
Tree: Seasons Come, Seasons Go – Patricia Hegarty
Slow Down – Rachel Williams

	Summer 2

What is worship?

Where have we been and where are we going?

What do I know about the world around me?
	· Recognise and identify different places of worship
· Talk about why places of worship are special


· Ask questions about religious buildings

· Recall events from their own experiences
· Sequence events in chronological order
· Talk about how they and others have changed
· Use photos and memories to discuss the past

· Recall the four seasons in order
· Describe seasonal changes
· Compare seasons from observations

· Listen to stories about significant people
· Describe achievements of important individuals

· Observe minibeasts closely
· Identify similarities and differences
· Draw and describe what they see

· Use simple maps and photographs to recall and discuss journeys
· Use observation skills to represent places and space on their own map
	Worship, church, synagogue, mosque, gurdwara, religion, belief, faith






Past, before, now, remember, first, next, then, finally









Spring, Summer, Winter, Autumn, season, cycle, change




Insect, minibeast, antennae, wings, legs, observe, care
	“People go there to…”
“It is special because…”









“At the beginning of Reception…”
“I remember…”
“First/next/then we…”
“Now I can…”







“In spring/summer/
autumn/winter…”





“I can see…”
“It has…”
“I noticed…”
“This insect…”
	1. What is an insect? Explore how to identify insects, including labelling parts of their body, and go on an insect hunt to find them.
2. Identify and name some familiar and unfamiliar insects
3. Explore the local area, taking notice of all the things in the area (take photographs)
4. Make a line map or physical map using construction area resources to follow the route taken
5. Draw comparisons to environments visited (Stanton & Gorse Hill)
6. Look at photographs of the past year in Reception and share how what they remember and how they have changed/grown
	Outcomes:
1. Label insects & Take photos the insect hunt
2. Find and name insects – photo labelling
3. Photographs of local walk
4. Line maps of Gorse Hill
5. Sorting activity of Gorse Hill and Stanton with images
6. Journey through Reception book with photos and quotes from children to pass to Year 1 teacher
Provision:
Investigation
Photos of different places of worship (churches, mosques, synagogues, gurdwaras, etc.) prayer mats, battery tea lights, potographs of staied glass windows, stained glass window art
Magnifying glasses, bug viewers, identification charts, toy insects and real photos, clipboards
Reception memory table, learning journey boks, photographs from key events and memories of reception, samples of work
Writing
Photos from throughout the year, speech bubble post it notes, my favourite memory templates
Creative
Symmetry butterfly painting, fingerprint insects, plasticine/playdough/clay minibeasts
Stained glass window art, rangoli patterns, patterned prayer mats
Self portraits “Me at the end of Reception” – compare to first starting reception painting. Memory Collage
Construction
Build a place of worship – small world people, photos of places of worship for inspiration
Build minibeasts habitats – logs, bark, moss, loose parts, insect figures
Small world
Minibeast world – insect figures, natural materials, habitat photographs
Community and worship – blocks to build places of worship, community figures, vehicles, photos of laces of worship




