Gorse Hill Primary School Newsletter
- October 2022

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to this edition of our newsletter - one that| am so pleased towrite only a couple of weeks
afterour Ofsted Inspection which has resulted in ourschool beingjudged tobe GOOD in all areas. This is
a significantimprovement on the previousinspectionin 2018 where the school was judged to be
requiringimprovement. The inspection was thorough, robust and professionally rigorous and | am
particularly pleased that the inspection team recognised the journey of improvements made at Gorse
Hill School since the previousinspection.

The positive outcome of thisinspection is one that we should all feelvery proud of; it has very much
beena collectiveefforttoachieve this. Itis testamentto the dedicated and hard -working professionals
that we have in our staff team, who have worked tirelessly toimprove the educational offer we provide
to our children, and to our wonderful pupils who exemplify ourschool’s CARE Values so brilliantly. Itis
alsothe result of the continued supportthat we receive from The White Horse Federation, our Local
Governing Body and you, our parents and carers —thank you!

As a school, ourtask is now to continue with ourimprovementjourney and build on this strong
foundation tosecure the very best educational experiences and outcomes for our pupils —as many
writers have stated before, Excellence is not a destination; it is a continuous journey that never ends.

We've had a great Term 1 at Gorse Hill School and we have captured only some of the fantasticwork
that has gone onin our newsletter, which | very much hope you enjoy reading through.

| am sure | will see many of you at Parents' Evening next week and overthe course of the nextfew days,
butif forany reason| do not, | wishyou and your family ahappy half term, and am evergrateful forthe
supportyoushow our school.

Bestwishes,

Mr Graham



Principal

Our Pupil Leadership Team

We are delighted tointroduce our Pupil Leadership Team of 2022/23. Thisteam playsan extremely
importantrole inthe school by representing our children’s voices. Members of the Pupil Leadership
Team are ambassadors for ourschool and exemplify ourschool’s CARE Values consistently within their
personal conduct and the expectations thatthey set forthemselves. Thisincludes showingthe highest
standard of behaviourand attitude in and out of school and acting as role models to otherchildren.

Thisis the firstyearthat we have had Head Pupils at Gorse Hill School. We received many exceptional
applications and had the difficult task of choosing only 4 pupils. Many congratulations to Ibrahim, Liana,
Jeevikaand Charlie who are this year's Head Pupils.

Meet our Pupil Leadership Team
Head Pupils: Ibrahim & Liana
Deputy Head Pupils: Jeevika & Charlie

School Council Representatives: Dylan, Soraya, Robert, Brodey, Alessio, Shanida, Keziah, Viya, Marnie
and Preet

World Mental Health Day
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#PinitForMentalHealth

On Monday 10th October, we marked Mental Health Day by engaging with the National Literacy Trust's
'Take 10 this World Mental Health Day'. The Literacy Trust encourages reading everyday to support well-
beingand all of our pupils throughout the school took partin a virtual live webinarwith an author.

The benefits of reading are endless...



Sharinga book with a childis fun.It'sa time foraffection, laughing and tal king together. And it can also
give childrenaheadstart inlife and help them become lifelong readers.

Readingforat least 10 minutes every day is greatfor yourchild’s happiness, wellbeing and, of course,
forimprovingtheirreadingand writing.

Making time to regularly read with your children can help them to:
e Relaxandunwind.
e Escape from the pressures of life.
e Improve memory, concentration and focus.

That's why the NLT aims foreveryone, from little onesand teensto parents and grandparents, to read
for just 10 minutes every day!

Resources for parents:

On our website, we have arange of resources availableto support parents and carers if you, yourchild
or somebody you know is suffering with their mental health and well-being:
https://gorsehill.swindon.sch.uk/information-for-parents/mental-health-and-wellbeing

The Dogs Trust visited Gorse Hill School



https://gorsehill.swindon.sch.uk/information-for-parents/mental-health-and-wellbeing

We recently welcomed Andy Blayney from the Dogs Trust to our school.

Andy delivered an assembly to our pupils from Year 2 to Year 6 where he discussed with our pupils ways
inwhichthey can keep themselves safe around dogs that they do and do not know.

Andy then spenttwo days visiting our classrooms to deliver workshops to our pupils around dog safety
and caringfor a dog.

The Dogs Trust do a fantasticjob supporting the welfare of dogs in the UK from education forownersto
rehoming.

We are very grateful for Andy’s visitand know that our childrenlearntalot from this.

Parents' Evening Arrangements
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Thank you to all parents and carers who have booked a consultation session with your child’s class
teacherfor either Monday 17th or Tuesday 18th October. You will have received confirmation of the
time of your consultation. Please note that the booking processis now closed.

What can | expecton the evening and where should| go?
e Consultationsrun between 3:50pm and 6pm.
e Pleasearrive 10 minutes priorto yourappointment, but no earlierthan this.

¢ All consultation meetings willbe held in the Key Stage 2 building. Both main gates will be open —
please enterthe school through the red external doors that lead from the playground into the
Key Stage 2 hall.

e Teachingstaff will be locatedin one of ourschool’s classrooms (not necessarily your child’s
classroom) inyeargroup partner teams.

e Parentconsultations will be 1:1 and will last for 10 minutes.

e Duringthe consultation meeting, your child’s class teacher will inform you about how they have
settledintotheirnew yeargroup and will share your child’s writing and mathematics exercise



books with you so you can see whattheyare achievingto date. Thisis alsoa good opportunity
for youto ask yourchild’s teacher any questions that you may have.

COVIDsafety measures: To keep everyone safe, we will be ventilating classrooms. Please do not attend
your appointmentif you are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19. Please arrive 10 minutes priorto
your appointment, but no earlierthan this.

If you have any questions about Parents’ Evening, please contact the school office on 01793 523800.

Open Day for prospective Reception parents

Are you a parent/carerof a child whois due to start Reception in September 2023? Do you know
somebody withachildwhois due to start in Receptionin 20237

On Wednesday 2nd November, we are inviting prospective parentsto visit our school and see our Early
Years setting, either at 9am or 4pm. This will also be an opportunity foryou to meet school leaders and
our Early Yearsteam.

If you wouldlike tojoin, please contact the school office to book your place: 01793 523800



Staying safe on our playground equipment
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For the children's safety, we encourage all parents and carers from preventing their children using the
climbingframe and adventure trail in the morning, before school, and atthe end of the day. During
these times, the equipmentis unsupervised and the school will not be held liable should a child be
injured. The children have accesstothese areas during playtimeand lunchtime, at which times they are
supervised by amember of staff. Thank you for your support with this.



Term Dates & TD Days 2022/23

The school is closed to pupils onthe following days for staff training (INSET):

Term Dates 2022/23

e Tuesday 3rd January 2023
e Monday 17th April 2023

e Monday 3rd July 2023


https://www.swindon.gov.uk/downloads/file/7022/swindon_schools_term_and_holiday_dates_2022-23

Y5 Greek Workshop - Monday 7th November 2022
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On Monday 7th November 2022, Year 5 will be taking partin a Greek workshop. To coincide with this we
are askingthe childrento come to school dressed asancient Greeks.

Examples of whatto wearcan be found on the previous email sent out.

Harvest Festival Collection

A BIG THANKYOU for all your harvest festival contributions. This will go along way in supporting others
within our community.




New - Playground Friends

A new initiative called "Playground Friends" has beenintroduced and the pupils have been chosen.

Theirroleisto be available asafriend, help new orlonely children make friends and to be a good
listener.

Year 6 Residential

Our Year 6 residential to Ufton Courtis due to take place from Wednesday 12th - Friday 14th July 2023.

This will be an excellent opportunity foryour child to experience some of the following activities, whilst
spendingtime with their classmates: Orienteering, archery, shelter building, outdoor gamesand much
more.

If you would like to secure your child aplace on this exciting and worthwhile trip pleaselog on and pay
your deposit by Monday 31st October 2022.

All paymentinformation will be on Parent Pay.

Please don't hesitate to speak with usif you have any questions.



The Great Fire of London workshop - Y2
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Last week ourYear 2 pupilstook partin a Great Fire of London workshop, where they reenacted the
historical events of the greatfire.

The childrenthoroughly enjoyed themselves!










