Gorse Hill Primary School
Nursery Long Term Planning Overview
	
	Autumn 1
Big Bears and Little Explorers
	Autumn 2
Little Acts, Big Changes
	Spring 1
Once Upon a Time
	Spring 2
Down on the Farm
	Summer 1
Watch me Grow!
	Summer 2
The Wonderful World of Change

	Key texts
	
	Goldilocks and the Three Bears
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt
	The Enormous Turnip
Cinderella
Nativity and Christmas
	Little Red Riding Hood
Three Little Pigs
	Chicken Licken
We’re Going on an Egg Hunt
	The Three Billy Goats Gruff
The Tiny Seed
	The Very Hungry Caterpillar
Farmer Duck

	Supporting texts
	
	Brown Bear Brown Bear
Hugless Douglas Goes to School
Dear Zoo
Same, Same but Different
Oh Dear
	We’re Going on a Leaf Hunt
Pumpkin Soup
The Scarecrow Who Didn’t Scare
We’re Goin on an Elf Hunt
Owl’s First Christmas
Babushka
	Dim Sum for Everyone
Oodles for Noodles
So Much
The Children Who Loved Books
	The Ugly Duckling
Six Little Chicks
Hooray for Hoppy
The Odd Egg
We’re Going on an Egg Hunt
	Squash and a Squeeze
Farmyard Hullabaloo
Farmyard Hullabaloo
Titch
Jasper’s Beanstalk
Mad About Minibeasts
	Eric Carle books (The Very Angry Ladybird, The Very Busy Spider, etc.)
Train Ride
Ugly Bug Ball
Pass the Jam, Jim!
Colour Monster goes to School
Monkey Puzzle

	Nursery Rhymes & Poems
	
	Twinkle Twinkle
Jack and Jill
	Baa Baa Black Sheep
Dingle Dangle Scarecrow
	Incy Wincy Spider
Hey Diddle Diddle
	Humpty Dumpty
Hot Cross Buns
	I Hear Thunder
Mary Had a Little Lamb
	Hickory Dickory Dock
Grand Old Duke of York

	Cultural Capital
	
	
	Christmas Carol Performance to Parents
	
	Mobile Farm visit to Nursery
Easter Egg Hunt with parents
	
	Butterfly World
Fieldwork Week – Local Visit
Graduation of Nursery Day

	Communication and Language
	
	Listening and Attention
Develop Awareness of sounds and tune into voices; to follow simple directions
· Listening walks (welly walks)
· Circle time songs with repeated phrases
· Sound matching games (instruments, animal noises, etc)
· Storytimes with repeated refrains
Understanding
Understand simple questions and short instructions
· Follow one step directions e.g. get your coat
· Talk about routines e.g. washing hands before snack
· Use props during stories to support understanding
Speaking
Use words and simple phrases to communicate needs and share experiences
· Daily check ins e.g. how are you feeling?
· Model language through play (ShREC approach)
· Encourage children to talk about experiences and favourite things
	Listening and Attention
Sustain attention for longer periods and respond appropriately
· Listen to longer stories
· Join in with action songs and rhymes
· Play “What’s missing?”
Understanding
Follow two step instructions and simple who/what/where questions
· Obstacle courses with two step instructions e.g. jump over then crawl under
· Use picture books and stories to talk about who/what/where
· Match objects to simple positional words (in, on, under)
Speaking
Use longer sentences and descriptive vocabulary
· Group discussions about story characters and real life experiences
· Role play
· Introduce new vocabulary to do with themes e.g. farm animals in small world area
	Listening and Attention
Listen with increasing focus and respond to others’ ideas during discussion or play
· Group story time with recall questions and discussions
· Listen and respond to peers’ ideas at circle time (use tracking)
· Musical games that involve stopping and starting e.g. musical statues or freeze games
Understanding
Understand and respond to “why” and “how” questions; recall and retell key events
· Use story maps or puppets to sequence stories orally
· Talk about why things might happen (e.g. ice melting)
· Simple reasoning games (how can we…)
Speaking
Express ideas clearly in sentences; retell simple stories; use new vocabulary in context
· Retell favourite stories with props
· Describe photos or class experiences
· Encourage conversation with peers through group play

	
	
	WellComm baseline and interventions to support children’s language and understanding

	Physical Development

	
	Climbing frame on Infant playground

Core Stability
Goal: Develop spatial awareness and core control through varied movement.
Activities:
· Move in different ways and around equipment: tiptoe walking; walking forwards, backwards, and sideways; walking in large and small movements; moving like animals.
· Strengthen core: balance on tummy; hollow body rolls on flat surfaces and slopes.
Upper Body Strength
Goal: Build arm and hand strength for large and fine movements.
Activities:
· Large arm movements: Wiggle into Squiggle; large-scale painting; throwing soft balls/beanbags.
· Resistance play for strength: Tug of War; push wheelbarrows; push/pull large construction toys in sand pit.
· Hands with strength and intention: Playdough squeezing; large construction with Duplo or wooden blocks.
Ability to Cross the Midline & Bilateral Coordination
Goal: Develop awareness of both sides of the body and coordinated use of hands.
Activities:
· Body awareness: Action games (Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes) to explore left and right sides.
· Two-handed coordination: Building with large blocks; playing musical instruments with both hands.
· Reaching across the body: Picking up objects from opposite side; Wiggle into a Squiggle.
· Hand-to-hand transfer: Water play – scooping and pouring between containers; large-scale threading.

	Climbing frame on Infant playground

Core Stability
Goal: Move with control and balance in a variety of ways.
Activities:
· Controlled movement in large spaces: Crawling under and over obstacles; stepping stones; climbing frame (small playground).
· Change of direction while running – explore safe ways to stop, start, and turn.
· Balance in different ways: Balance on one foot; balance a beanbag on the head; dance and freeze games.
Upper Body Strength
Goal: Strengthen arms, shoulders, and hands for large and fine motor tasks.
Activities:
· Large arm movements: Wiggle into Squiggle; large-scale painting; throwing soft balls/beanbags; sweeping floors with brooms; raking leaves.
· Resistance play for strength: Tug of War; push wheelbarrows; push/pull large construction toys in sand pit.
· Hands with strength and intention: Playdough squeezing; large construction with Lego or wooden blocks.
Ability to Cross the Midline & Bilateral Coordination
Goal: Increase awareness of both sides of the body and coordinated two-handed use.
Activities:
· Body awareness: “This is my left hand, this is my right” action song.
· Two-handed coordination: Rolling large balls of playdough with both hands.
· Reaching across the body: Pass beanbags across midline (pass to the other hand); draw large rainbow shapes with scarves; Wiggle into a Squiggle.
· Hand-to-hand transfer: Threading large beads.
	Climbing frame on Infant playground

Core Stability
Goal: Control the body through varied actions and maintain balance.
Activities:
· Control body through actions: Stop-and-go games (e.g., What’s the Time Mr Wolf?); jumping and landing with two feet..
· Maintain stable positions: Reach while seated; pass objects with two hands while seated or standing.
Upper Body Strength
Goal: Build arm, shoulder, and grip strength for play and daily activities.
Activities:
· Resistance strength: Push against walls; hold simple plank positions.
· Climbing and suspension play: Climbing frames, ladders, rope nets; hanging from bars.
Ability to Cross the Midline & Bilateral Coordination
Goal: Develop coordinated movement using both sides of the body and reach across midline.
Activities:
· Cross-body movements: Dancing with opposite arm/leg actions (Crossover by Jack Haartman); crawling and rolling games.
· Reaching across the body: Reach while seated and pass objects with two hands; pour from jug to cup (snack times).
· Two-handed coordination: Play percussion instruments with alternating hands.
· Tracking across midline: Roll balls side to side; ribbon dancing.

	Trim Trail

Core Stability
Goal: Control body through varied movements and maintain balance.
Activities:
· Controlled actions: Jumping and landing safely off small platforms; jumping and landing with two feet.
· Balance in motion: Use pedals on a tricycle to push forwards.
· Stable positions: Reach while seated and pass objects with one hand; roll balls around the body and on the floor with two hands while seated.
Upper Body Strength
Goal: Build arm, shoulder, and core strength through resistance and coordinated movement.
Activities:
· Resistance strength: Hold simple planks; wheelbarrow walks with a partner.
· Coordinated arms and eyes: Roll balls around the body and on the floor with two hands while seated.
Ability to Cross the Midline & Bilateral Coordination
Goal: Develop coordinated use of both sides of the body and improve midline crossing skills.
Activities:
· Cross-body movements: Dancing with opposite arm/leg actions (Crossover by Jack Haartman); cross crawl actions (touch right knee with left hand); crawling and rolling games.
· Reaching across the body: Reach while seated and pass objects with one hand.
· Two-handed coordination: Pour from jug to cup (snack times); stabilise paper while cutting or painting.
· Tracking across midline: Bounce balls from side to side; balloon tennis.

	Trim Trail

Core Stability
Goal: Maintain strong core and control through dynamic play.
Activities:
· Ball play: Rolling a ball to a partner; catching a ball rolled from a partner.
· Dynamic balance and coordination: Travel along a trim trail using different movements, balance, and coordination.
· Balance in motion: Use three-wheeled scooters and two wheeled scooters to travel safely; stepping stone trials.
Upper Body Strength
Goal: Build strength for control, precision, and sustained play.
Activities:
· Strength for precision and control: Parachute games involving timing; throwing and catching a large ball; target throwing.
· Maintain strength during longer play: Travel along trim trail using different movements, balance, and coordination.
Ability to Cross the Midline & Bilateral Coordination
Goal: Develop coordinated use of both sides of the body, building on previous gross and fine motor skills.
Activities:
· Gross motor cross-midline: Parachute games; throwing and catching large balls; travel along trim trail with movement across midline.
· Fine motor cross-midline: Threading; playdough with tools; pegboards; sticker trails; scooping and pouring; ribbon dancing.
· Two-arm coordination: Rolling dough with rolling pins; partner mirroring arm action games.

	Trim Trail

Core Stability
Goal: Maintain balance and control during dynamic and stationary activities.
Activities:
· Balance in motion: Use balance bikes to balance while walking along in a seated position and push to glide with feet off the floor; stepping stone trials; balance along a suspended short plank.
· Combine movements smoothly: Parachute games involving timing; throwing and catching a large ball.
Upper Body Strength
Goal: Build strength for control, precision, and sustained play.
Activities:
· Strength for precision and control: Parachute games; throwing and catching large balls; target throwing.
· Maintain strength during extended play: Travel along trim trail using different movements, balance, and coordination.
Ability to Cross the Midline & Bilateral Coordination
Goal: Refine coordinated use of both sides of the body and develop cross-midline skills in gross and fine motor activities.
Activities:
· Gross motor cross-midline: Parachute games; throwing and catching large balls; travel along trim trail.
· Fine motor cross-midline: Threading; playdough with tools; peg boards; sticker trails; scooping and pouring; ribbon dancing.
· Two-arm coordination: Rolling dough with rolling pins; partner mirroring arm action games.


	Personal Social and Emotional Development

(JIGSAW)
	
	1. BM (Being Me in My World)
‘Who am I and how do I fit?’
	2. CD (Celebrating Difference)
Respect for similarity and difference. Anti-bullying and being unique
	3. DG (Dreams and Goals)
Aspirations, how to achieve goals and understanding the emotions that go with this
	4. HM (Healthy Me)
Being and keeping safe and healthy
	5. RL (Relationships)
Building positive, healthy relationships
	6. CM (Changing Me)
Coping positively with change

	
	
	7. 
	8. 
	9. 
	Big Brush Toothbrushing after snack times

	Literacy
	
	Join in with repeated phrases in Goldilocks and the Three Bears and We’re Going on a Bear Hunt. 
 
Text Map: Twinkle Twinkle  
	Join in with repeated phrases in the Enormous Turnip and We’re Going on a leaf Hunt 
 
Text Map: Baa Baa Black Sheep  
	 Act out the story of the Little Red Riding Hood and The Three Little Pigs using props and masks. 
Text Map: Incy Wincy Spider 
Text Map: What LRR says to the wolf (What big ears you have...) The Three Little Pigs 
	Act out the story of the Chicken Licken using props and masks and six Little Chicks 
Text Map: Humpty Dumpty 
Text Map: Chicken Licken 
	Orally retell the story of The Billy Goats Gruff in a beginning, middle and end format. 
Act out the story of Farmer duck 
Text Map: I Hear Thunder 
Text Map: Three Billy Goats Gruff 
	Orally retell the story of The Hungry Caterpillar, remembering as many foods as possible, in a beginning, middle and end format. 
Orally retell where the leaf landed 
Text Map: Hickory Dickory Dock  
 
Text Map: The Very Hungry Caterpillar 

	Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Phonics
	
	No sounds – focus on Rhyme time and settling children into your setting’s routines.
	s, a, t, p, i, n, m
	d, g, o, c, k, e
	u, r, h, b, f, l
	j, v, w, x, y, z, qu, ch
	ck, x, sh, th, ng, nk

	
	
	
	Teach one sound each week in the order listed.
In each session play: What’s in the box & a sound game
	Oral blending focus
In each session play: Blend from the box & an oral blending game

	Squiggle While You Wiggle
	
	Wiggle me into Squiggle Movements
	Squiggle whilst you Wiggle

	
	
	Movement 1 -Up (the only way is up by Yazz)
Movement 2 – Down (the grand old duke of York)
Movement 3 – Circles (you spin me right round by dead or alive)
Movement 4 – Wiggle it (wriggle by Cosmo Sheldrake)
Movement 5 – Shake (shake, shake, shake senora by Harry Belafonte) 
	Movement 6 – Hop Hoppity Hop (hop little bunny)
Movement 7 – Jump! Jump! Jump! (jump for my love by the pointer sisters)
Movement 8 – Turning turtles (Firework by Katie Perry)
Movement 9 – Flip and roll
Movement 10-Crawling 
	Movement 1 -Up, down, side to side, cross over (I’m dancing on sunshine- Katrina and the Waves)
Movement 2 – The Wiggle (We like to party- Venga boys
Movement 3 – The Circles (Dance with me tonight- Olly Murrs)

	Movement 4 – The Hump (Mmm Bop- Hanson)
Movement 4.1 - The Under Hump
(C’est La Vie- Be-witched)

	Movement 5 – The Hook (Happy birthday - Altered Images) 
Movement 6 – The Precursive Spiral (Keep On Movin’- Five)

	Movement 7 – A Gentle Wave (Surfin’ USA - Beach Boys)
Movement 8 – The laid down 8 (then stand me up straight) (I’m So Excited- Pointed Sisters)
Movement 9 – Straight line Ice Ice Baby (Radio Edit) – Vanilla Ice

	Getting Ready to Write
	
	- Random scribbling – Some meaning may be applied to this.   
-Lines made to show writing will be different to their drawings.    
- It will look like horizontal / vertical lines / circular marks.  
	- Scribble writing - Children will be ascribing meaning to their marks.    
- Movement of writing will follow a left to right motion on the page.    
- There will be a range of vertical, horizontal and circular lines and an attempt at using diagonal line.
	- A wider variety of marks will be used to show writing.    
- Bouncy patterns, zig zag, circular, horizontal    
- Movement of writing will follow a left to right motion on the page.  
  
  
	- Name writing (or attempt to)   
- Symbols produced to complete their name, these may or may not be correctly formed.    
 - A range of vertical, horizontal, circular and diagonal marks.  
  
  
 
 
 
 

	
	
	Pegs to Paper interventions to support children’s pencil grip and fine motor development from Term 3

	Maths
	
	See TWHF Long Term Maths Planning for 3-4s

	Understanding the World
	
	Who is in my family?
· Begin to make sense of their own life story and family’s history
· Talk about differences between people and families
	Who am I? Who are you?
· Develop positive attitudes about the differences between people
· Show interest in different occupations
· Begin to make sense of their own life story
	What do you notice?
· Explore different changing materials in cooking, weather and melting
· Explore sinking and floating
· Explore different materials and forces they can feel
	Who lives in our world?
· Explore and name different animals
· Explore the life cycle of some farm animals and minibeasts
· Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the environment and all living things
	What helps plants grow?
· Explore different types of seeds and plants
· Observe growth and decay over time
· Understand what is needed to care for plants
· Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the environment and all living things
	How does that work?
· Explore how different mechanical objects work e.g. typewriters, pulleys, cogs, wind-up toys
· Explore light and shadows using sunlight, light panels and torches

	Mud Kitchen
	
	
	Learning intentions:
· Explore natural materials
· Use simple vocabulary: mud, mix, stir, pour, dirty, clean
· Develop confidence in messy play and outdoor routines
· Play alongside others
· Put on own wellie boots, coats and waterproofs
· Keep area tidy and clean up at the end of a session
Adult role: 
· Adults are to model language: “It feels…”, “You’re mixing…”, “It’s runny/thick”
· Support sensor exploration rather than producing things
· Encourage turn taking
· Narrate children’s actions and build vocabulary
	Learning intentions:
· Begin simple imaginative play (e.g. making cakes/soup)
· Combine materials with intention
· Use two step sequences: e.g. scoop then pour, mix and serve
Adult role:
· Model simple storylines e.g. “You’re making soup. Who is it for?”
· Support early collaboration, e.g. “Can you pass the spoon to your friend?”
· Introduce descriptive language, e.g. sticky, crumbly, smooth, lumpy
	Free play in provision once children are confident and self-resourcing play and becoming responsible for tidying and caring for areas.

	Welly Walks
	
	Explore around the school to familiarise with setting, including library and playground
	Explore area with trees and grassy areas to explore Autumnal changes
	Explore area with trees and grassy areas to explore signs of Winter
	Explore area with trees and grassy areas to explore signs of Spring
	Explore area with trees and grassy areas to spot ways we can care for the environment, e.g. litter spotting, watering school plants, identifying living things in need of care
	

	Discovery RE
	1. 
	2. Special People and me
(Christianity and Judaism)
What makes people special to me and others?
	3. Christmas and me
(Christianity concept: Incarnation)
What is Christmas to me and others?
	4. Celebrations and me
(Sanatana Dharma)
How do I and other people celebrate?
	5. Easter and me
(Christianity concept: Salvation)
What is Easter to me and others?
	6. Stories and Me
(Christianity, Islam, Sikhi)
What can I and other people learn from stories?
	7. Special places and me
(Christianity, Islam, Judaism0
What makes places special to me and others?

	Expressive Arts and Design
	
	Mark Making & Drawing
· Explore using a variety of mark making tools (crayons, chalk, colouring pencils, pens, bingo dabbers, stampers)
· Ascribing meaning to marks
Collage & Textures
· Ripping and tearing
· Selecting materials
· Exploring textures of materials
Painting and colour exploration
· Naming colours
· Explore painting freely
· Using chunky brushes and rollers
Using Tools and techniques
· Sticking paper materials together with glue sticks
· Beginning to use scissors (snipping)
	Mark Making & Drawing
· Using a variety of mark making tools with purpose 
· Marks are becoming more recognisable with low levels of detail e.g. arms, legs smiley face on a person
· Developing good grip and control
Collage & Textures
· Ripping, tearing and cutting to smaller sizes
· Selecting materials for purpose or colour
· Exploring and naming textures of materials
Painting and colour exploration
· Naming colours and experimenting with mixing
· Creating lines and shapes
· Experimenting with different painting tools
Using Tools and techniques
· Sticking flat materials together with glue sticks or tape
· Beginning to make running cuts and turning paper to cut
	Mark Making & Drawing
· Using a variety of mark making tools with purpose and using some colours for a purpose
· Marks are becoming more recognisable with some detail 
· Developing good grip and control
Collage & Textures
· Ripping, tearing and cutting to smaller sizes to fit a space
· Selecting materials for purpose or colour
· Exploring and naming textures of materials
Painting and colour exploration
· Naming colours and talking about what happens when they mix colours
· Creating lines and shapes and some simple representations
· Experimenting with different painting tools
Using Tools and techniques
· Sticking flat and 3D shape materials together with glue or tape
· Beginning to make running cuts and turning paper to cut out some simple shapes

	Assessments
	
	Nursery Baseline assessments
Pencil grip
Scissor grip and control
WellComm Baseline
Leuven Scales
	WellComm Baseline
Leuven Scales
	Scissor grip
WellComm (where appropriate)
Nursery Mid-Year Expectations (TWHF Doc)
	Pencil grip
Name recognition
WellComm (where appropriate)

	Scissor grip
Name building
WellComm (where appropriate)
Nursery End of Year Expectations (TWHF Doc)
	Pencil grip
Name writing
WellComm (where appropriate)
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