
 
MUSIC VOCABULARY 

* including KS1 (prior learning) key words 
 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Accompaniment   x x x x 

Allegro  x x x x x 

Bar x x x X X x 

Chord    x x X 

Composition   x x X X 

Counter-melody     x x 

Crescendo     x X 

Crotchet  x x x x X 

Diminuendo     x X 

Dotted rhythm     x X 

Dynamics   X X x x 

Forte   x X x X 

Harmony    x x X 

Imitation   x x x X 

Improvisation   x x x X 

Instrumentation     x X 

Largo   x x x X 

Melody (tune) x x x x x X 

Minim  x x x x X 

Moderato   x x x X 

Music features     x X 

Notation   x x x X 

Off-beat rhythm     x X 

Ostinato   x x x X 

Percussion x x x x x X 

Performance x x x x x X 

Phrasing   x x x X 

Piano   x x x X 

Pitch x x x x x X 

Pulse x x x x x X 

Quaver x  x x x x X 

Repetition  x x x x X 

Rest  x x x x X 

Round  x x x x X 

Rhythm x x x x x X 

Score     x X 

Solo   X x x x 

Staff notation     x X 

Syncopated     x X 

Tempo x x x x x X 

Time signature   x x X x 

Tune x x x x x X 

Tuned   x x x X 

Unison   x x x x 
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