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Use of Pupil images and website compliance
Dear Parents and Carers,
At The Mast Academy Trust, we are committed to celebrating our pupils' achievements and sharing the wonderful learning experiences taking place across our schools. We regularly use photographs and images to showcase school life through our websites, newsletters, social media channels, displays and other communications.
As part of our ongoing commitment to safeguarding, data protection and online safety, we have recently reviewed our practices relating to the use of pupil images. This review ensures that all schools within the Trust continue to follow current guidance and maintain the highest standards of protection for children which has always been the case, but now further considers the emerging prevalence of Artificial intelligence and the potential risks associated with this move in technology.
Following our reviewed policies when using photographs of pupils, our schools will:
· Ensure appropriate parental consent is in place.
· Consider carefully whether an image is suitable for publication.
· Use images that promote learning and achievement focussing on activity rather than identity to minimise risks.
· No longer use up close facial images but will capture pupils from a side profile or at distance in a chosen activity
· Focus on hands, collaboration, engagement, learning behaviours and participation.
· Avoid sharing unnecessary identifying information alongside images.
· Apply secure storage and publication practices.
· Remove embedded metadata from digital photographs before publication where appropriate.
· Regularly review published content to ensure it remains appropriate and compliant.
As a trust we are committed to protecting the privacy of our pupils and their families. To further reduce risk, we follow the principle of:
· Names without images, or images without names. This means that where photographs are published, we generally avoid linking them with a child's full name. We also take care to avoid publishing images that could reveal unnecessary personal information, sensitive circumstances, or precise locations.

· Working Together We recognise that families enjoy celebrating children's successes and sharing special moments. We ask parents and carers to support our safeguarding approach by being mindful when sharing photographs from school events online, particularly where images may include other children.
· Open communication We encourage all parents and carers to get in touch with key adults in school if there are any questions or concerns with regards to the use of images in the public domain. If you have any questions about how pupil images are used, or if you wish to review or update your child's photography consent arrangements, please contact the school office.
Thank you for your continued support as we work together to keep children safe while celebrating the many achievements of our school communities. 
Yours sincerely,
[image: ]
Gill Senior
Director of Inclusion and Safeguarding
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