
Newsletter Thursday 21st December  
2023

Bad Weather
Should school have to close 
due to bad weather this is how 
we will advise you:

- Text messages will be sent 
out in the morning. 

- Check the Lancashire 
County Council website.

- Listen to the local 
radio station for 
updates.

Class water bottles 
should contain WATER 
not juice. Thank you 

Just a reminder - we are 
a NUT FREE school 
because we have 
children with severe 
allergies. 

School dinner menu next week 
will be WEEK 2. Please make 

payments on Parentpay 

Reminder: 
If you change address or a contact details 
Please let the office staff know as we may 

need to contact you if their is an 
emergency. 

If you have any spare old uniform 
please can you bring it in as we are 
collecting for others to use. 

John Cordingley , from the Lancashire 
Cricket Foundation came into school 
to complete some coaching sessions 
with children from years 3 and 6. They 
absolutely loved it, and what is even 
better is that he is going to be coming 
in for another 3 sessions. Keep a 
lookout in future newsletters for 
pictures. 

Safety week - Children learnt different 
activities throughout the week. They have 
learnt how to do basic first aid, Railway 
Safety, Calling 999 and Water safety. 

Join us at Nelson and Colne College on 
Saturday 25th June 11am – 3pm , for a 
day filled with laughter, excitement and a 
whole lot of fun.
 

● There will be free activities to take 
part in for the whole family, a 
variety of stalls, yummy food, and 
so much more.

 
● It's a day for the whole family and 

one you won't want to miss.
 
We can't wait to see you there 

Please ensure your child is wearing the correct uniform 
everyday.

You can order school uniform online
https://www.pbuniform-online.co.uk/greatmarsden 

Order by 1st August for delivery before the start of the 
school term.   

Traffic Light Letters

Each term your child will receive a letter 
regarding their attendance.

Green = 96+% attendance

Amber = 90 – 95.9% attendance

Red = 89.9% or less.

100% Attendance

If your child gets 100% attendance in a 
year, they will receive an award at the 
end of the year.

Well done to all those children who got 
100% attendance last year – what a 
fantastic achievement!

Class Attendance Winners

Each week the class with the best 
attendance wins a £5.00 note. These are 
collected over the year and can then be 
spent on something for the children to 
take up with them to their next class!

Last year some of the classes bought 
pencil cases and books.

Some of the money also goes towards an 
end of year party!

If you are wondering how your class is 
doing, check the display in the corridor by 
the office.

The weekly winning class will be put on 
the newsletter.

A Google form regarding Child Data Collection needs completing ASAP - follow the 
link that was sent via text on Friday 16th September. The link is: 

https://forms.gle/kLeVrBBvhTiHpcui6

Each week we will show you the previous weekly attendance 
winners.This is calculated per class.

The Class who wins will be awarded with £5.
This £5 attendance award will go towards an end of year class 

treat. The more you win the bigger the treat! So which class will be 
the…..ATTENDANCE CHAMPS?

Don’t forget to follow us on

Twitter 

@GMStJohns

School photo information was sent home this week and 
ordering is live on the system,  It’s FREE delivery to school if 
you order before the deadline of Saturday 8th October.
 

Parents evening booking link and reminder

18.12.23  Matthew 2:1
Visitors from the East Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of 

King Herod. About that time some wise men from eastern lands arrived in 
Jerusalem. 

Dear Parents/Carers,

First of all a huge thank you for your continued support and cooperation over the last year. 
Educating your children effectively really is a two way relationship between home and 
school.  Being a strong school family is so important.  As we move into 2024 let's continue 
to reinforce all the positive achievements we have created together in 2023. 

It has been a very busy but productive half term.   The children have reached out to our 
locality during 'Community Week' ( Nelson Manor, local mosque, Pendle Hospice and the 
homeless charity)  the choir have been to share their talents with folks in various locations, 
some of our year 5 and 6 have been to Marsden Grange to make Christmas cards with 
the residents, the infants have dazzled us with their production of 'Whoops a Daisy Angel' 
and lots of families have enjoyed pie and peas Bingo.  Year 6 led us through the 
Christmas story with great confidence in front of a full church.   All this alongside teaching 
the full National Curriculum! Phew!  Oh and I nearly forgot the very special visitor ( Father 
Christmas) who brought gifts for every child. 

I must also say a huge thank you to Mr and Mrs Merrell for so generously donating a 
selection box for every child in school. Such kindness is truly appreciated. 

Miss Ashraf who has been teaching in Year 4 leaves us today.  Miss Abrahams is still very 
much enjoying being a new mummy to baby Beatrix so Miss Booth will join us to teach 
Year 4 until the end of the year.  Miss Booth has worked in school before and we are very 
pleased to welcome her back. 

And finally, myself and all the team would like to say 'Thank you' for the many cards and 
gifts that we have received . Wishing you all a peaceful Christmas and a happy New Year. 
See you on the 8th January full of vim and vigour for 2024.  

Mrs M M Underwood

https://www.pbuniform-online.co.uk/greatmarsden


The children had a visit from Santa at the Christmas party
Enjoyed a Christmas dinner 

Played pass the party as well as other party games 
Made a Christingle and had a school assembly where parents came too



Please can we remind everyone:
Learning starts at 8:45am.

Mrs Stone will be on the Year 3 door until 8.55am daily
 

P 

Register your child for school 
milk today! If you would like 
to sign them up please go to 
www.coolmilk.com and 
register on the website.

IMPORTANT - Please do not  send in any 
nuts or chocolate spreads in school. We 

have children with severe allergies.
Thank you 

Reminder -  children are 
not to wear hoop earring 

to school.
 If ears are pierced 

please wear small studs 
only.

Children need to take out 
studs on their PE day. 

Head Lice Alert : 
There have been a few reports of head lice this 
week around school. 
Please check your child’s hair regular for any 
Head Lice. Children with long hair should have 
this tied up neatly.    

You can order school uniform online
https://www.pbuniform-online.co.uk/

greatmarsden 
Please ensure that all clothing and 
belongings have your child’s name 

in. Thank you

I would like to say a big THANK YOU to 
all the children who are on time, wearing 
the correct school uniform each day. 
Since the half term holidays we have 
seen a decrease in late arrivals.Thank 
you for your continued support. 

Violin Lessons are available for 
children in:  Year 3, 4, 5 and 6. 
Please contact the office if you 

would like more information and 
costs.

If you are sending a pack lunch for your 
child. Please ensure it is healthy. 

Don’t forget to follow us on
Twitter @GMStJohns

Friends of St John’s
We are looking for new volunteers to join us for our meetings.
Currently the Friends are made up of parents past and present and
a member of the teaching staff. We meet regularly throughout the
school year to organise fundraising events for the school. We use
the money raised to put back into the school for your child's benefit.
Everyone is welcome to join and we would love some new ideas.
The next meeting will be held on

Dates for your Diary:

Thursday 21st December - School closes for Christmas Break 2pm
Monday 8th January - School starts at 8.45am

And Finally…
As we begin the new school year, it is 
crucial that good habits around 
attendance and punctuality are returned 
to. The last 2 weeks have seen an 
increased number of children arriving 
late which means they are missing SHINE 
or learning or, in some cases, both.  Each 
time your child is late it places them on 
the backfoot for the rest of the morning.  
They have not had time to socialise with 
their friends in the yard or to have a word 
with their teacher.  They may arrive into a 
lesson which is already well underway 
and have to pick up the learning pace 
from a cold start. I know that cars can be 
temperamental and taxis late but these 
should be odd occasions not daily/weekly 
events.  
Help your child to begin each day in a 
positive way - BE ON TIME! Children 
should be on the playground by 8.45am 
daily and collected promptly at 3.30pm.

      ATTENDANCE WINNERS
Our winners W/C 27/12/23 were:
                      Year 2 
                     

Stay & Read KS1
Can you join us for Stay & Read? Every week we invite you to join us in class for 
stay and read. The days for each class are as follows.
Year 1 - Monday 3pm via Classroom Entrance
Year 2 - Tuesday 3pm via Office Entrance
Reception - Wednesday - Reception 3pm  via Classroom Entrance

Polite Note

If your child requires calpol on a 
regular basis please send a bottle 
into school. 
We always keep some in stock but 
is expensive. 

This weeks Medal Winners are:

Simon     Year 2 - for amazing artwork
Olivia     Year 2 - for great writing
Charlotte R  Year 2 - for amazing artwork
Maxx      Year 1 - for brilliant writing
Logan      Year 1 - for magical maths
Camila      Reception - Taking care of the classroom 
environment

Cold Weather
Now that the 
seasons have 
changed and it is 
getting colder, 
please ensure your 
child has a suitable 
coat in school daily. 

Important Update for School Dinners:
All children should have brought home a printed letter last week informing you of changes to our School 
Dinner ordering system. 
From January we are moving on to a pre-order system for all school dinners. The menus are available on 
Parentpay to view and order now, it is important that your selections are completed and paid for  (if this 
applies to you) the day before at the latest.
Unfortunately, any children asking for a school dinner on the day who have not pre-ordered will be given a  
jacket potato.
As always, if you have any issues, please do come and see us in the office. 
Below is a helpful guide which may help with any queries:
https://support.parentpaygroup.com/hc/en-gb/articles/4409665416977-Payer-guidance-How-to-make-a-me
al-or-event-booking

Does your child worry or are they 
anxious?
We will be running a workshop for parents / 
carers on how to manage your child's anxiety. 
The course will be run by professionals from 
the Mental Health Support Team and will be 
held on Tuesday 23rd January at 9am. 
Further information and booking forms will be 
out in the new year. 

http://www.coolmilk.com
https://www.pbuniform-online.co.uk/greatmarsden
https://www.pbuniform-online.co.uk/greatmarsden
https://support.parentpaygroup.com/hc/en-gb/articles/4409665416977-Payer-guidance-How-to-make-a-meal-or-event-booking
https://support.parentpaygroup.com/hc/en-gb/articles/4409665416977-Payer-guidance-How-to-make-a-meal-or-event-booking


Parent Checklist

Important - As of January we are going onto a pre-order system for School Dinners. 
The menus  are live now on Parentpay, please ensure that your selections have been 
chosen atleast 24 hours in advance to ensure your child gets the lunch they want. 

https://support.parentpaygroup.com/hc/en-gb/articles/4409665416977-Payer-guidanc
e-How-to-make-a-meal-or-event-booking

Please ensure we have your up to date Phone number and Email address. This is     
vital that we have the correct information. If you have any doubts please call in to the 
office and we can check.

Lancashire Send Newsletter - 
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/media/948287/send-newsletter-winter-2023.pdf 

Head Lice - Remember to check your child’s hair regularly. There have been several 
reports of headlice in school recently.

Is your child off sick or due an appointment? Please inform the office of any sickness 
or absences before 9am and try and arrange appointments out of school hours where 
necessary.

Remember to send your child back to school with a correctly fitting PE kit/pumps and 
clearly  labelled. 

Have you remembered to register your child for a place in Primary school - the last 
date for applications is 15th January. See attached leaflet.

Are you eligible for Free School 
Meals? Use this link to 
check:https://www.lancashire.gov
.uk/children-education-families/sc
hools/free-school-meals/?page=
2

KS1 - have you registered for 
milk? Use this link for more 
information and to register 
https://www.coolmilk.com/

Year 6 - Have you made your 
next Robinwood instalment?

Have you paid for any 
outstanding trips or Dinner 
Money?

Have you registered on the 
parentpay, our school cashless 
system?

Is your PE kit in school and fully 
labelled? Remember Fitness 
Friday each week - Wear your 
Trainers.

Are you interested in starting 
Violin or guitar lessons? See the 
office for more information. 
(available to KS2 and year 2)

Is your child wearing the full and 
correct uniform? (Ties can be 
purchased via parentpay). 
Remember tos end a suitable 
coat daily.

Have you updated your email 
address and mobile number with 
the office?

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/media/948287/send-newsletter-winter-2023.pdf
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/?page=2
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/?page=2
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/?page=2
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/?page=2









