
Newsletter Friday 10th October 2025
Joy James 1:2-4

Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an 
opportunity for great joy. For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance 
has a chance to grow. So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you 

will be perfect and complete, needing nothing."

Dear Parents and Carers,

Our Year 1 class absolutely shone as they led the whole school in our annual celebration of thankfulness for the 
harvest.

What made this year's service particularly touching was Year 1's focus on the fact that harvests around the world 
are not always successful. They carefully highlighted how factors like drought and flooding can mean 
communities in other parts of the world don't have the food choices we are fortunate to enjoy. This demonstrated 
a fantastic level of empathy and global awareness for such young children. 

The children should also be commended for their exceptional oracy skills. Their performances were delivered with 
wonderfully clear and audible presentation voices. It was a testament to their hard work and confidence in 
speaking publicly, ensuring that every one in the hall could clearly hear their important message of gratitude and 
understanding.

The service provided a moment for us all to pause and reflect on the incredible thankfulness we feel for the food 
we have and the dedication of our farmers. It was lovely to see the children's generous contributions of food 
items, which are being collected to support our food bank.  

Thank you to all our families who contributed—your generosity will make a real difference to those in our 
community who need support.

Continuing the Conversation

We encourage you to continue the conversation at home:

● Ask your child: "What did you learn about harvests in other countries?"
● Discuss: "What does 'being thankful' mean to you?"
● Explore: Look at where some of your food comes from (local, national, or international) and how it gets to 

your plate.

A big round of applause once again to Year 1 for setting such a thoughtful and celebratory tone for the autumn 
term! 

Best Wishes,

Mrs M Underwood



You can order school uniform 
online

https://www.pbuniform-online.co.u
k/greatmarsden 

Please ensure that all clothing 
and belongings have your child’s 

name in. Thank you

Warmer Weather
With the warmer weather hopefully staying a while longer, please ensure 
your child comes to school dressed appropriately. This includes bringing a 
sun hat if needed, applying sunscreen before school, and remembering a 
water bottle.

Change of address
Please ensure the school office has the most up-to-date phone 
numbers and addresses for parents/carers and emergency contacts. 
This information is crucial for the school's records.

Take what you need - Give when you can
The GMSJ food bank receives regular top-ups during the week, and we 
usually stock fresh items on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Due to the 
current warmer temperatures, items may have a shorter shelf life. We 
encourage you to visit the food bank specifically on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays to access the latest supplies. Please take what you need and 
give when you can and remember to be considerate to other people by not 
taking more than is needed.

We Are a Nut-Free School
Our school is completely nut-free. This means no nuts or nut products 
should be brought onto school grounds, including items like Nutella and 
other hazelnut spreads. We have several students and staff with severe 
allergies, and even a tiny amount of a nut product can cause a dangerous 
reaction. Your cooperation keeps everyone safe!

Dates for your Diary
Whole School Nurse Drop in Session Tuesday 21st October 9-10 am
Whole School Autumn Half Term School closes 3.30pm Thursday 23rd October
Whole School School re-opens 8.45am Monday 3rd November
Whole School Bonfire Disco Thursday 6th November
Reception Little Lancashire Village Tuesday 18th November 
Year 1 Blackburn Museum Wednesday 19th November 
Year 5 Kensuke’s Kingdom Wednesday 26th November
Year 5 Oliver - Burnley Youth Theatre Tuesday 9th December

Year 6 - Don’t forget to apply for 
your High School Places by 
October 31st.

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/childr
en-education-families/schools/apply
-for-a-school-place/starting-seconda
ry-school/ 

Rivelino Year 6
For excellent identification of 
evidence in guided reading

Mila & Evie Year 5
For fantastic resilience for 
deeper learning tasks in maths

Zayaan, Isla, Alice, Olivia & Riana Year 4
 For superb river monster magazine articleslateness 

Reception Class
Join us every Tuesday at 
3pm in class for Rhyme 
Time.

Bonfire Disco
Tickets for the Bonfire Disco will be going on sale 
from Monday 20th October. Tickets can be 
purchased before and after school from Mrs Lewis 
who will be available on the school yard. 

Lola Year 6
For fab multiplication of decimals 
including great explanation

Headlice Alert: There has been a report of headlice in school. 
Please make sure you check your child's hair thoroughly and treat 
accordingly. This should be repeated regularly.
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Year 5 & Year 6

Thank you for all the 
amazing donations for our 

very own Food Bank. 







Stepping Back in Time
with Reception 




















