
Newsletter Friday 13th February 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we approach the half-term break the nights are becoming lighter and I see bulbs trying to push 
their way out of the earth.  Signs of Spring - HOORAY! 

This term, our collective worship has centered on the Fruit of the Spirit, with a specific focus this week 
on Goodness.  In school, we’ve discussed that goodness isn’t just about "being quiet" or "following 
rules"—it is an active choice to do the right thing for the benefit of others.  We have thought about who 
we are being good for…others? Our faith? Or ourselves?  There is no clear cut answer but the debate it 
sparked was wonderful to witness.  The oracy skills the children are developing were put to good use 
as they ‘agreed’, ‘built’ and ‘challenged’ each other's view points.  

A massive thank you to everyone who participated in and supported our Silver Mile fundraising event!  
It was a joy to see the children lining up their coins throughout the school. Thanks to your incredible 
generosity and the children’s enthusiasm, we are delighted to announce that we raised a fantastic 
total of approximately £100 for our children via the Friends group.

With February 14th arriving this weekend, I have transformed our central reflection area to celebrate 
LOVE - our one and only school value.  While today Valentine’s day is often about cards and chocolate, 
the story of St. Valentine is one of profound courage and sacrificial love.

A long, long time ago, there was a man named Valentine. He lived in the city of Rome, which was ruled 
by a very strict Emperor named Claudius.  Emperor Claudius wanted a giant army, but he had a 
problem: he thought that if men were married and had families they loved, they wouldn’t want to go 
away to fight in wars. So, he made a very mean rule—no one was allowed to get married!  Valentine 
was a kind priest who believed that love was the most important thing in the world. He knew how sad 
the couples were, so he decided to help them in secret.  In the middle of the night, in beautiful hidden 
gardens, Valentine would perform secret weddings. He would whisper the vows and hand the couples 
paper hearts to remind them of their love and their promises to each other.  Eventually, the Emperor 
found out. Valentine was sent to prison for breaking the rules. But even in a dark, cold prison, 
Valentine’s heart stayed kind. He became friends with the jailer’s daughter and helped her with her 
lessons.  Before he left, he wrote her a note to say thank you for her friendship. He signed it: "From 
your Valentine."

He showed us that:  Love is worth standing up for.  

Kindness can be found even in difficult places.

A small note of friendship can make someone’s whole day better.

Kind Regards,

Mrs M Underwood



Take what you need - Give when you can
The GMSJ food bank receives regular top-ups during the week, and we 
usually stock fresh items on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Due to the 
current warmer temperatures, items may have a shorter shelf life. We 
encourage you to visit the food bank specifically on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays to access the latest supplies. Please take what you need and 
give when you can and remember to be considerate to other people by not 
taking more than is needed.

We Are a Nut-Free School
Our school is completely nut-free. This means no nuts or nut products 
should be brought onto school grounds, including items like Nutella and 
other hazelnut spreads. We have several students and staff with severe 
allergies, and even a tiny amount of a nut product can cause a dangerous 
reaction. Your cooperation keeps everyone safe!

Reception Class
Join us every Tuesday at 3pm 
in class for Rhyme Time.

Lateness and Absences
Can we please remind all parents and 
carers that children should be at 
school by 8.45am when the whistle 
goes ready to start their day. The late 
door situated at Year 3/4 cloakroom 
entrance is open until 8.55am. Any 
children arriving AFTER 8.55am 
should come through the school 
office. Please be prepared to inform 
the office staff the reason for the 
lateness and disruption to the school 
day. 

The book fair will be in school from March 
12th to 17th. As with previous years we will 
be hoping to open this before and after 
school - staffing dependent. If you would 
be able to volunteer to help run our book 
fair on any of these dates - please call into 
the school office to discuss. 

PE kits
Just a friendly reminder to check your 
child’s PE bag! Please ensure they have a 
full kit and that their shoes still fit 
comfortably. Having the right kit helps them 
stay safe and confident during PE.

Parentpay Lunches
Don’t forget to pre- order 
your lunches on Parentpay. 
The newest menu is already 
on Parentpay. 










