
Newsletter Friday 14th November 2025
Remembrance 

John 15:13:
"Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends." 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We are getting ready for our Christmas Fair which will take place on Thursday 27th November! Get ready 
for festive fun, games, and treats for the whole family, including a Chocolate Tombola, a variety of 
entertaining games, and a Lucky Dip featuring a brilliant selection of new toys kindly donated by Lidl 
supermarket!

To help make our main Tombola stall a huge success at the fair, we are holding a special Non-Uniform Day 
on Friday 21st November!

The theme is simple: Fill a Pint Glass!

Your child will be bringing home a plastic pint glass provided by the school.

In exchange for wearing their own clothes on Friday 21st November, we kindly ask that each child brings 
the pint glass back to school on that day, filled with small items which will be super treats for anyone who 
wins it

This could be anything from small toys, pencils, rubbers, and pencil sharpeners to individually wrapped 
sweets (please remember our nut-free policy!). Every filled glass makes a difference and helps us create a 
fantastic Tombola for everyone to enjoy.

All proceeds from the Christmas Fair and the pint glass Tombola will go to the Friends of Great Marsden.

The money we raise goes directly back to your children—whether this is through new learning resources, 
improvements to the school environment, or by helping to keep the cost of memorable trips and visitors as 
low as possible.

It has been a little while since we've had a Christmas Fair, and we are so excited to bring this tradition back! 
Let's all work together to make the 27th November a super successful and incredibly fun time for the whole 
school community!
Thank you for your support – we can't wait to see you there!

Kind Regards,

Mrs M Underwood



Warmer Weather
With the warmer weather hopefully staying a while longer, please ensure 
your child comes to school dressed appropriately. This includes bringing a 
sun hat if needed, applying sunscreen before school, and remembering a 
water bottle.

Change of address
Please ensure the school office has the most up-to-date phone 
numbers and addresses for parents/carers and emergency contacts. 
This information is crucial for the school's records.

Take what you need - Give when you can
The GMSJ food bank receives regular top-ups during the week, and we 
usually stock fresh items on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Due to the 
current warmer temperatures, items may have a shorter shelf life. We 
encourage you to visit the food bank specifically on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays to access the latest supplies. Please take what you need and 
give when you can and remember to be considerate to other people by not 
taking more than is needed.

We Are a Nut-Free School
Our school is completely nut-free. This means no nuts or nut products 
should be brought onto school grounds, including items like Nutella and 
other hazelnut spreads. We have several students and staff with severe 
allergies, and even a tiny amount of a nut product can cause a dangerous 
reaction. Your cooperation keeps everyone safe!

Dates for your Diary
Whole School Non Uniform Day Friday 21st November (Fill a Pint Pot)
Reception Little Lancashire Village Tuesday 18th November 
Year 1 Blackburn Museum Wednesday 19th November 
Year 5 Kensuke’s Kingdom Wednesday 26th November
Whole School Christmas Fair Thursday 27th November 3.30pm 
Year 5 Oliver - Burnley Youth Theatre Tuesday 9th December
KS2 (3/4/5/6) Christmas Performance Wednesday 10th December 9.30am & 2.30pm
KS1 (Rec/1/2) Christmas Performance Monday 15th December 9.30am & 2.30pm
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Reception Class
Join us every Tuesday at 
3pm in class for Rhyme 
Time.

Child Year 6
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Lateness and Absences

Lateness has started to become an issue once again with 
children regularly arriving at school late. Can we please 
remind all parents and carers that children should be at 
school by 8.45am when the whistle goes ready to start their 
day. The late door situated at Year 3/4 cloakroom entrance is 
open until 8.55am. Any children arriving AFTER 8.55am 
should come through the school office. Please be prepared to 
inform the office staff the reason for the lateness and 
disruption to the school day. 

School Nurse Drop in Sessions

Our next Drop in session with the 
school nurse is being held on 
Tuesday 18th November. These 
are 10 minute one to one 
sessions available to everyone. 
Please take advantage of these 
amazing readily available 
appointments whilst they are 
there. 

Christmas Performances
This years Christmas performances will be held on the 
following dates: 
KS2 (3/4/5/6)  - Wednesday 10th December

9.30am  &  2.30pm

KS1 (Rec/1/2) - Monday 15th December
9.30am  &  2.30pm

(Ticket information will be sent nearer the time.)

KS2 performance that children can 
wear christmas jumpers or festive 
head gear- santa hat, sparkly 
headband and these need to be in 
school on performance day only

An important note from Mr Longley regarding Attendance

 Dear Parents/Carers,

Attendance is a massive focus in school and it has become a larger area of focus for both Ofsted 
and the Department for Education and, as a result, the school is feeling more pressure to improve 
attendance.
Our school currently sits below the national and local average and so an improvement needs to be 
seen. If you wish to go on holiday, this must be done during the school holidays. Regardless of the 
cost, the loss of learning that takes place during any in term holidays is often too great to properly 
recover from. 
If your child is experiencing a minor illness but is not restricted to bed rest, please still send them 
to school. We often find that children's spirits lift when they are engaged with their friends and 
classroom activities. We are happy to administer necessary medication (with appropriate 
documentation). Should your child become genuinely too unwell to remain, we will contact you 
immediately for collection. We will never force an unwell child to stay.
Please do what you can to support the school improve attendance and in turn, children’s 
education.
On a positive note
The attendance winners for w/c 3rd Nov was Year 3 at 97.3%,
The attendance winners for w/c 10th Nov was Year 4 at 97.27%
Congratulations to Year 3 and Year 4 for having exemplary attendances.

Regards
Mr Longley



Before the half-term 
break, we partnered 
with Morrisons to host a 
competition. They 
selected five winners 
who  received fantastic 
prizes. Congratulations 
to everyone who won!

The coloring competition for 
Nelson Town Council was 
sent home with children 
yesterday. To participate, 
please have your child 
complete the entry and 
return it to the school by 
Monday morning. Good 
luck—we hope to see many 
winners!







Year 4 welcomed their parents into their Roman museum. They completed a quiz 
using the knowledge they had learned. 

Year 2 with their completed Freddie’s 
Challenge sheets



Year 1 learn about the local 

area in geography. We walked 

to Marsden Park and noticed 

things that we like and dislike. 

We found out about what 

other parks looked like and 

created our dream parks! Miss 

Jefferies sent an email to 

Friends of Marsden Park. Julie 

and Marie said they would like 

to visit us!  We told them 

about our ideas.

Lots of children wanted to 

plant more flowers in the park. 

We asked Marie and Julie. 

They said that we could and 

they would help us! They asked 

us to design a flower bed and 

they would buy the flowers. 

We are going to plant them in 

the summer. 





On Tuesday 11th November, Year 2 took a trip to the local library and 
cenotaph as part of our history topic on Remembrance. We were lucky 
enough to be invited to take part in the two minutes silence, at the 
cenotaph, with the mayor and local veterans. We then went inside the 
library to learn more about the local men who had fought in the war.










