
Newsletter Friday 26th June 2026
Acts 9:3

So Saul went to Damascus. As he came near the city, a bright light from 
heaven suddenly flashed around him. 4 Saul fell to the ground. He heard a 
voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul! Why are you doing things against me?

Dear Parents and Carers,

We have certainly been feeling the heat this week! With the summer weather soaring, the health and 
safety of our children and staff has been front and centre in every decision we’ve made.

To keep everyone safe and comfortable, school life has looked a little different. We’ve been 
maximising outdoor shade, keeping classrooms as cool as possible and enjoying a relaxed uniform 
policy. Our air-conditioned space has been put to excellent use, with classes rotating through it for a 
much-needed blast of cold air. Add to that non-stop access to water, cool wipes, and plenty of ice 
pops, and we’ve kept the school smiling through the sunshine.

We have to give a special mention to our pupils, who have been nothing short of amazing. Their 
attitudes have been superb—no complaining or moaning, just a brilliant determination to get on 
with it. Developing resilience in less-than-ideal circumstances is a vital life skill, and all our children 
displayed this in abundance this week. We could not be prouder of them.

Of course, we couldn't let the week pass without a bit of celebration! Our Friday afternoon water 
fight seemed like the perfect, most apt way to end a hot week with some fantastic fun together as a 
GMSJ family.

Thank you so much to all of our parents and carers for your continued trust in us during this hot 
spell. We have been so proud of how our school community has handled the heat together!

Warm Regards,

Mrs M Underwood

Headteacher



Take what you need - Give when you can
The GMSJ food bank receives regular top-ups during the week, and we 
usually stock fresh items on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Due to the 
current warmer temperatures, items may have a shorter shelf life. We 
encourage you to visit the food bank specifically on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays to access the latest supplies. Please take what you need and 
give when you can and remember to be considerate to other people by not 
taking more than is needed.

Dates for your Diary
Monday 6th July KS2 Sportsday 9.15am 
Tuesday 7th July KS1 Sportsday 9.15am
Tuesday 7th July Whole School Parents Evening
Wednesday 8th July Year 6 Bowling
Friday 17th July Year 6 Leavers service
Friday 17th July School closes at 2pm for Summer Holiday

Book Exchange
To celebrate the national year of reading we have set up a 
community library for parents in the entrance hall of school. 
This is a book exchange. Please feel free to browse and 
borrow a book, leaving another in its place for other parents 
to benefit from. Please bring books that are in decent 
condition and not falling apart and books that are 
appropriate to sit in a school's entrance hall (e.g. nothing 
with vulgar language on the cover). We hope you all enjoy 
and benefit.

Talk & Tales & Rhyme Time
These sessions run EVERY 
Tuesday in Reception, Year 1 
and Year 2 at 3pm. 

Our new Coffee & Chat 
sessions with Mrs Lawton will 
be resuming after May half 
term. It is a friendly drop-in for 
parents and carers to get 
advice, support and guidance 
in a relaxed setting. The 
sessions will run every 
Tuesday in the school hall from 
8.45 -10am. No appointments 
are needed. 

Labelling School Uniform
A polite reminder to please ensure that all items of clothing - especially coats, 
jumpers, and cardigans - have your child’s name clearly written on them. Labeling 
clothes helps us return lost items to their rightful owners quickly. Thank you for your 
cooperation! 

Reporting absences
A quick reminder to all families regarding our morning registration. If your child 
is unable to attend school for any reason, or has an appointment, please 
ensure the office is notified before 9:00 am. Absences can be reported easily 
via ClassDojo, by calling the school phone and leaving a voicemail on Option 1, 
or in person at the school office. We have a duty of care to know where our 
pupils are. Therefore, any unreported absences will be logged as unauthorised, 
which can result in a penalty notice from Lancashire County Council (LCC). 

Sunny Weather Reminder                                                   As 
the weather heats up, please help keep your child 
comfortable and safe by ensuring they have:

● A refillable water bottle every day 
● Suncream applied before school 
● A sunhat 
● Their lightweight school uniform 

Foodbank items available
Following last week's foodbank collection at the Coffee 
& Chat session, we have a few bags of essential items 
remaining. If you would benefit from one of these 
bags, please contact the school office as soon as 
possible. Available on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Sports Day 2026                                                                                                                                     
We are excited to announce the dates for this year's school Sports Days! We 
would love to see as many parents and carers there as possible to cheer on the 
children.

● KS2: Monday, 6th July starting at 9:15 AM
● Early Years & KS1: Tuesday, 7th July starting at 9:15 AM                

Important Reminders: Children should come to school dressed in their usual 
school uniform (they will change at school). To protect the privacy of all our 
students, please no photos or videos during the events.





In Year 1, we have been building 
houses to create a town like the ones 
Jesus would have visited. 


