
Newsletter Thursday 28th March 2024

Dear Parents. carers and our whole community, 

Easter is here very early this year, although this hopefully will not bring with it wintery 
weather. 

 It has always puzzled me why the date of Easter Sunday changes each year when the 
date of other Christian festivals is rigidly set.  I turned to my good friend 'Google' and 
discovered that Easter's exact date varies so much because it  depends on the moon, 
specifically the first full moon of Spring. Easter can fall anytime between March 22 to 
April 25. What is it they say - every day is a school day! 

The celebration of Easter is central to the Christian faith calendar.  Indeed it is a great 
story filled with joy, kindness, betrayal, danger, love, forgiveness, new-life, peace, 
freedom, dishonesty, suspicion, lies and so much more.  Explaining to our children 
some of the huge concepts that sit within is not easy, but slowly, over their time in 
school, the exploration of these deepens.  

Jesus was a king but he washed the disciples feet  - he came to serve others. 
Jesus was beaten, mocked and hung on a cross - he asked God to forgive those who 
did this to him. 
Jesus rose from the dead - he gives us all hope that there is eternal life. 
Jesus rode into Jerusalem a hero but was dead only days later - being well loved made 
him a target for some. 

I know many of you joined us for our Easter service in Church where as a school family 
we celebrated, through songs and readings, this wonderful part of Christ's life on earth. 

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a peaceful Easter holiday filled with love ... 
and chocolate! 

Mrs M M Underwood

Luke 9.22-27
From then on, Jesus began telling his disciples what would happen to him. He said, “I must go to 

Jerusalem. There the nation's leaders, the chief priests, and the teachers of the Law of Moses 
will make me suffer terribly. I will be killed, but three days later I will rise to life.”



"Last week the choir put all of their hard work to the test and performed in a 
concert with other school choir's at King George's Hall. They sung their 
hearts out and did school very proud!"

Last week the 
Reception children 
visited The Little 
Lancashire Village 
where they 
enjoyed taking on 
the role of builders, 
farmers, police 
officers, 
beauticians, shop 
workers etc. They 
specifically loved 
riding around on 
the horses. 

Thankyou to all of the parents /carers 
who joined us last week for our share a 
story week. 



You can order school uniform online
https://www.pbuniform-online.co.uk/

greatmarsden 
Please ensure that all clothing and 
belongings have your child’s name 

in. Thank you

Dates for your Diary:

Thursday 28th March      - School finishes at 2pm - Easter Holidays
Monday 15th April      - School starts 9am
Monday 22nd April      - Michael Churm Fitness Circuit
Friday 26th April      - Friends Sponsored Run 
Monday 20th May      - Year 6 Robinwood residential

      ATTENDANCE WINNERS
Our winners w/e 22/03/2024 

were:
Year 1 

Stay & Read KS1
Can you join us for Stay & Read? Every week we invite you to join us in class for 
stay and read. The days for each class are as follows.
Year 1 - Monday 3pm via Classroom Entrance
Year 2 - Tuesday 3pm via Office Entrance
Reception - Wednesday - Reception 3pm  via Classroom Entrance

This weeks Medal Winners are:
Maxx   - Year 1  - for keeping going when writing a story
Khadija   - Year 1  - for stunning story writing
Rodrigo   - Year 2  - for perfect story writing
Noah   - Year 2  - for perfect presentation
Aiza   - Year 3  - for fantastic  maths exchanging
Harry M   - Year 5  - for brilliant sentences about Oliver Twist
Emma   - Year 5  - for recognising the Easter themes in the Lion the

                            Witch and the Wardrobe. 
Ghulam   - Year 2  for being  a superstar

Absence
Please contact the school 
office before 9am if your 
child is absent from 
school. This can be by 
phone, email or text. 

Great Marsden 
Run The World
Our Fundraiser for 
Friends of St John’s is on 
Friday 26th April. This is a 
sponsored event and 
every little we raise helps 
the school. 

School Meals
Unfortunately, due to an increase 
in catering costs, the prices for 
school meals will be increased 
from £2.41 to £2.50, starting from 
the 15th April 2024, the first day 
after the Easter holidays. 
We are trying to keep the costs as 
low as possible for parents, as we 
know that an increase in prices 
can be a burden on people’s 
finances. The increase will not 
affect those children on Free 
School Meals.

Lost 
Property
We have 
accumulated a 
large amount of lost 
property. If you are 
missing any items 
of clothing please 
come and have a 
look through. 

Don’t forget to pre-order 
your child’s lunches using 
parentpay.

This week we say goodbye to our Head Chef Donna, who has been with 
us for the last 4 years. We wish her all the best in her new adventure. 

https://www.pbuniform-online.co.uk/greatmarsden
https://www.pbuniform-online.co.uk/greatmarsden


Parent Checklist

School Trips. Do you need to pay for your childs school trip? All school trips are live 
on Parentpay. Please ensure trips are paid on time and forms are completed and 
returned to school.

School Meals - From the 15th April these will be increased to £2.50. The increase 
will only affect the pupils who pay for their school meals. Please see the attached 
letter.

Year 4 - Remember to bring your swimming kit, including towels, swimming caps and 
correctly sized swimwear, every Thursday.

We have gone onto a new system for reporting if your child has an accident at school. 
You may notice the slips have changed. Please could you ensure that any phone 
numbers and email addresses we hold are up to date in order for us to implement 
this new system accurately.

Pe Kit & School pumps - Is your child wearing correctly fitting school shoes and PE 
pumps? Please ensure they are, and that these are properly labelled if kept in school.

Absence - Is your child off sick or due an appointment? Please inform the office of 
any sickness or absences before 9am and try and arrange appointments out of 
school hours where necessary.

Head Lice - Remember to check your child’s hair regularly. There have been several 
reports of headlice in school recently.

Are you eligible for Free School 
Meals? Use this link to 
check:https://www.lancashire.gov
.uk/children-education-families/sc
hools/free-school-meals/?page=
2

KS1 - have you registered for 
milk? Use this link for more 
information and to register 
https://www.coolmilk.com/

Year 6 - Have you made your 
next Robinwood instalment?

Have you paid for any 
outstanding trips or Dinner 
Money?

Have you registered on the 
parentpay, our school cashless 
system?

Is your PE kit in school and fully 
labelled? Remember Fitness 
Friday each week - Wear your 
Trainers.

Are you interested in starting 
Violin or guitar lessons? See the 
office for more information. 
(available to KS2 and year 2)

Is your child wearing the full and 
correct uniform? (Ties can be 
purchased via parentpay). 
Remember tos end a suitable 
coat daily.

Have you updated your email 
address and mobile number with 
the office?

Head Lice - Remember to check your child’s hair regularly. There have been 
several reports of headlice in school recently.Remember to ensure your child 
is wearing a correctly sized suitable coat and shoes, and also ensure that PE 
pump sizes are checked regularly as we do have a lot of children with 
incorrectly sized pumps.

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/?page=2
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/?page=2
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/?page=2
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/?page=2









