
Newsletter Friday 9th October 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

A Huge Thank You for Parents’ Evening It was wonderful to see so many of you at our recent Parents’ 
Evening. There was such a warm, positive atmosphere  and it was fantastic to discuss the progress and 
achievements of our children. Education is always a partnership, and your continued support highlights 
what we can achieve when we all work together for the benefit of every child.

Join Our Friends of the School (PTA) Speaking of working together, our "Friends" group is looking for a 
few new faces! We are a small, lovely, and welcoming band of folks, and we meet very infrequently 
throughout the year—so please don't worry, there is no big commitment and absolutely nothing scary 
involved!

The funds raised by the Friends are vital for buying the extras and special experiences that our regular 
school budget simply doesn't stretch to cover. Alongside our usual annual commitments—such as 
subsidising travel costs for school trips, hosting the Year 6 Leavers party, and providing book bags for every 
new Reception child—we have an exciting new project!

Mr Briggs, the Eco Council, and the School Council are working hard to develop our Reflection Area into 
various usable spaces. Ideally, we would love to build an undercover area to keep children sheltered during 
wet weather, as well as purchase a new waterproof shed. We estimate this project will cost around £3,000, 
so all our upcoming fundraising efforts will be going towards making this vision a reality.

We would love to have a few more people attend our meetings and share ideas. If you have even a little 
spare time to pop along, you would be warmly welcomed!

Autumn Weather & School Clothing As we move further into the season, the weather is turning noticeably 
colder and wetter. Please ensure your child comes to school each day wearing a suitable, waterproof coat.

Additionally, as the playground can become damp and slippery, please check that children are wearing 
sensible, sturdy footwear. If your child wears wellies for the walk to school, please send them in with their 
normal school shoes to change into for the classroom. Don't forget to label coats and shoes clearly with 
your child's name to help us return any stray items!

Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support and cooperation.

Warm regards,

Mrs M Underwood

Headteacher

"The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the 
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’"    Matthew 
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Dates for your diary

Friday 9th October KS1 LAL Have a go with
                                         Lego (Pre-bookings only)

Wednesday 14th October Harvest Service Led by
 Year 1 (9am)

Thursday 15th October Year 4 MTC Parents   
Evening 3.30pm  

Thursday 22nd October  School Closes 3.30pm

Friday 23rd October  School Closed INSET 

Monday 2nd November  School re-opens 8.45am

Thursday 26th November Goldilocks Pantomime

Don’t forget : Starting on Tuesday 22nd 
September - Talk & Tales and Rhyme Time will 
be running every Tuesday at 3pm for Reception, 

Year 1 and Year 2. 



Take what you need - Give when you can
The GMSJ food bank receives regular top-ups during the week, and we 
usually stock fresh items on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Due to the 
current warmer temperatures, items may have a shorter shelf life. We 
encourage you to visit the food bank specifically on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays to access the latest supplies. Please take what you need and 
give when you can and remember to be considerate to other people by not 
taking more than is needed.

Talk & Tales & Rhyme Time
Enjoy stories, rhymes, and interactive 
fun - EVERY Tuesday at 3:00 PM 
across Reception, Year 1, and Year 2. 
Come along and share the magic of 
storytelling with us! 

Reporting absences
A quick reminder to all families regarding our morning registration. If your child 
is unable to attend school for any reason, or has an appointment, please 
ensure the office is notified before 9:00 am. Absences can be reported easily 
via ClassDojo, by calling the school phone and leaving a voicemail on Option 1, 
or in person at the school office. We have a duty of care to know where our 
pupils are. Therefore, any unreported absences will be logged as unauthorised, 
which can result in a penalty notice from Lancashire County Council (LCC). 

Breakfast & After 
School Sessions 
Available
Our new breakfast and 
after-school sessions are 
now up and running, 
hosted on-site by the 
team at PALS. To reserve 
a spot or learn more, 
contact PALS directly at 
support@playandlearnsc
heme.com or scan the 
QR code. 

Lunch Ordering 
Please ensure all school lunches are ordered via the Arbor app. We have 
fully transitioned away from ParentPay following multiple updates sent since 
late June.
App Access: Arbor is the same platform used for Parents' Evening 
bookings, so your login details should already be active. If you need a 
password reset, please contact the school office.
Important Note: The school office cannot select meal choices for pupils, as 
the system restricts staff from making selections on parents' behalf.
Thank you for your cooperation in keeping lunch orders up to date!

PLACES AVAILABLE!
We currently have availability across most year groups. If you or 
someone you know is new to the area or considering a school transfer, 
we would love to hear from you.  Please contact the school office directly 
with any enquiries or to register for a place. 

Goldilocks Pantomime Performance
On Thursday 26th November, the whole school will have the 
opportunity to watch a special performance of the Goldilocks 
Pantomime right here in the school hall! The cost for the 
performance is £4.00 per child, which also includes a snack 
for everyone to enjoy during the show. To make a payment for 
this event, please login to your Arbor app.  



Attendance Winners

Attendance Winners w/c 28th 
September:

Year 5

Most Improved:
Year 2

Evie - Year 6
For a Fabulous, 
Funky, Fantasy story. 

Umara - Year 6
For Fabulous ‘Nowhere 
emporium’ writing



Year 4 have been 
composing their 
own motifs. They 
used graphic 
notation to record 
their motif and 
played them on the 
glockenspiels.  



In Year 3 we 
have been 
dissecting 
flowers and 
learning how to 
identify the 
different parts. 





Year 2 have been making information 
posters about different habitats.  








