
Newsletter Friday 24th May 2024

Dear Parents and carers, 

It has been a very busy couple of weeks since our last newsletter - especially for year 6. 

Year 6 did their end of year SAT tests in reading, spelling and maths.  There were definitely 
areas of challenge but everyone applied themselves, used the skills that they have been 
taught and tried their best.  The pre-exam  breakfasts were well received, indeed Miss 
Jefferies is considering a change of career to become a cafe owner! 

Then, this week, many of our year 6 children have been to Wales on their outdoor and 
adventurous holiday. From high ropes to canoes so much fun was had by all - not to mention 
food fit for kings and queens.  Those children that stayed with us in school were delightful.  
They just got on with their learning and were great assets to the class teachers they were 
assigned to. 

And then - we had ACE time for our ALWAYS children - those children who have had less than 
3 thunderclouds over the half term. This was the vast majority of the school - A HUGE well 
done.  There were a relatively small number of children who could not take part because of 
their behaviour choices. We are very fair in the way our behaviour system works - children are 
always given warnings and the opportunity to change their behaviour before any action is 
taken.  We ALWAYS listen to both sides of a story, we always investigate, we always act with 
fairness and consistency.   What is becoming increasingly hard is the lack of support we are 
receiving from some parents - to the point where children are being kept off school rather than 
receive the consequence that their behaviour has earnt them. We teach our children, right 
from reception class, that we are each in charge of our own choices and actions.  We 
encourage truthfulness and 'owning' whatever behaviour has been displayed.  We urge  
children to tell you the whole story - warts and all.  So often, you will receive a 'version' of the 
event, where things have been omitted or embellished.  We are always available to chat things 
through and we operate with a  firm, fair and honest attitude.   We believe that our approach 
sets all children up well for life and the expectations society places upon us all.  

Best wishes 

Mrs M M Underwood

Matthew 19 14 -15
But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me. Don’t stop them, because 
God’s kingdom belongs to people who are like these children.” After Jesus 

blessed the children, he left there.





Pupils from Marsden Heights came to read 
and answer questions with the year 5 

children about their current novel - Oliver 
Twist. 

This term Year 4 have been learning all 
about water safety and what to do if they 
ever fall into a canal or reservoir. 



You can order school uniform online
https://www.pbuniform-online.co.uk/

greatmarsden 
Please ensure that all clothing and 
belongings have your child’s name 

in. Thank you

Dates for your Diary:

Friday 24th May         -    School finishes 3.30pm for May Half Term
Tuesday 4th June      -    School reopens 8.45am
w/c Monday 10th June      - Year 1 Phonics screening check 
Wednesday 12th June      - Welcome evening for new intake 6pm 
Wednesday 12th June       - Year 5 trip to Gawthorpe
Friday 14th June      - Whole school non uniform (tombola items)
Tuesday 18th June       - Year 4 trip to Towneley Park
Friday 28th June      - Food Fair
Wednesday 17th July      - Year 6 Leavers Party  5-6.30pm
Friday 19th July      - School closes at 2pm - Summer break

      ATTENDANCE WINNERS
Our winners w/e  17/05/24   

        were:
YEAR 2 with 93.1%

 

Stay & Read KS1
Can you join us for Stay & Read? Every week we invite you to join us in class for 
stay and read. The days for each class are as follows.
Year 1 - Monday 3pm via Classroom Entrance
Year 2 - Tuesday 3pm via Office Entrance
Reception - Wednesday - Reception 3pm  via Classroom Entrance

This weeks Medal Winners are:
Aleena / Joel   - Rec - For amazing writing and 
Zimmal / Minnie   retelling of Superworm
Ema   - Year 1    - For amazing writing and adding detail to her sentences
Romie- Beau         - Year 2 - For an entertaining diary entry
Benjamin   - Year 2 - For mastering maths
Jake   - Year 2 - For sensational work with Mrs Latif
Blake     - Year 2 - For working independently to write a diary entry
Rowan   - Year 4 - For delightful DT work
Sam H   - Year 5 - For an amazing attitude for learning

Absence
Please contact the school 
office before 9am if your 
child is absent from 
school. This can be by 
phone, email or text. 

Friends
Our next meeting 
of Friends will be 
held on Tuesday 

2nd July at 
3.40pm. All are 

welcome to attend 
and child care can 

be arranged in 
school. 

KS2 After School Clubs

We  still currently have spaces 
available on our after school 
sessions with coach Chloe.
Mondays Y5/Y6 Ultimate Frisbee
Tuesdays Y3/Y4 Tag Rugby
These run from 3.30 - 4.30pm.
The last sessions will be held on the 
20th & 21st May. 
Please contact the office if you would 
like a space. 

 Medication in school
Please could we remind parents 
that if your child requires 
calpol/ibuprofen or piriton 
throughout the school day, this 
should be  provided and a green 
slip can be obtained from the 
office to hand to the class teacher. 

Food Fair
We will be holding a non uniform 
day on Friday 14th June in return 
for tombola items for our upcoming 
Food Fair. More information to 
follow.

Uniform
Please ensure children 
come into school 
everyday in full uniform 
- this includes a tie. A lot 
of children seem to be 
missing their ties daily - 
these can be purchased 
using Parentpay.

https://www.pbuniform-online.co.uk/greatmarsden
https://www.pbuniform-online.co.uk/greatmarsden


Parent Checklist

School Trips. Do you need to pay for your childs school trip? All school trips are live 
on Parentpay. Please ensure trips are paid on time and forms are completed and 
returned to school.

School Meals - Please remember to order your meal choices using Parentpay, these 
can be pre-ordered up to half term. 

Is your child wearing the full and correct uniform? (Ties can be purchased via 
parentpay). Remember to send a suitable coat daily.

Is your PE kit in school and fully labelled? Remember Fitness Friday each week - 
Wear your Trainers.

Absence - Please inform the office of any sickness or absences before 9am and try 
and arrange appointments out of school hours where necessary.

Head Lice - Remember to check your child’s hair regularly. There have been several 
reports of headlice in school recently.

Free School Meals - Are you eligible for Free School Meals? Use this link to 
check:https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-
meals/?page=2

Uniform - You can order school uniform online 
https://www.pbuniform-online.co.uk/greatmarsden Please ensure that all clothing and 
belongings have your child’s name in. 

Are you eligible for Free School 
Meals? Use this link to 
check:https://www.lancashire.gov
.uk/children-education-families/sc
hools/free-school-meals/?page=
2

KS1 - have you registered for 
milk? Use this link for more 
information and to register 
https://www.coolmilk.com/

Year 6 - Have you made your 
next Robinwood instalment?

Have you paid for any 
outstanding trips or Dinner 
Money?

Have you registered on the 
parentpay, our school cashless 
system?

Is your PE kit in school and fully 
labelled? Remember Fitness 
Friday each week - Wear your 
Trainers.

Are you interested in starting 
Violin or guitar lessons? See the 
office for more information. 
(available to KS2 and year 2)

Is your child wearing the full and 
correct uniform? (Ties can be 
purchased via parentpay). 
Remember tos end a suitable 
coat daily.

Have you updated your email 
address and mobile number with 
the office?

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/?page=2
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