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Use the icons in your work booklet to guide you. 

NEW INFO

KEY TERMS

PRACTICE

CONSOLIDATE

APPLY

This is information you are being introduced to for the first time, make sure to 
read this as carefully as possible and highlight any key words or phrases.

These terms or phrases are key to understanding the topic we are studying make 
sure you know their meanings and that you feel comfortable using them.

This is your chance to work with the new information you are learning about, 
these short tasks will help develop your understanding of the topic of the lesson.

These short knowledge quizzes provide you with the opportunity to consolidate 
the key facts and figures from the lesson in one convenient place for revision. 

At the conclusion of the lesson you will use this space to consider the enquiry 
question from the lesson and practice extended writing in your exercise book.





New Info

Enquiry Question:

Who was Elizabeth I?

Why was it considered unlikely that Elizabeth would ever be Queen?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________



New Info

Complete the table below:

Characteristic How it might have affected Elizabeth’s ability to rule

Cautious

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Confident

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Intelligent

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________



New Info

How convincing is the interpretation about the following subjects?

Gender

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Legitimacy

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Other Claimants

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________



Key Terms

Term Definition

To gain possessions after someone has died.

An attempt to kill or overthrow the monarch or betray the country; 

punishable by death.

The noble's, advisors and others who surrounded the monarch.

Enquiry Question:

Who was Elizabeth I?

Apply Questions – Answer in your exercise book.

1. Create a simple Tudor family tree.

2. Explain why it was considered unlikely that Elizabeth would ever be queen.

3. To what extent did Elizabeth’s childhood affect her approach to leadership?

Consolidate: Key Knowledge Questions 

In which year did 

Elizabeth I become 

Queen?

How many years did 

Elizabeth reign for?

In which year did 

Elizabeth die?

Who was 

Elizabeth’s 

mother?

Which crime was 

Elizabeth’s mother 

accused of?

Who were 

Elizabeth’s siblings?

Which crime was 

Elizabeth accused of 

in 1554?

How was Elizabeth 

punished for this 

crime?

Why was 

Elizabeth’s claim to 

the throne weak?

What did most 

people believe the 

monarch should be?



Complete the mind map below

Enquiry Question:

Who was powerful in Elizabethan England?

New Info



New Info

New Info

How did people gain political power in Medieval England?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

What was meant by the term ‘patronage’ – How did Elizabeth use it to create stability?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

How did Elizabeth limit the power of traditional noble families? Explain your answer.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________



New Info

What were the two main roles of Elizabeth’s Privy Council?

i.  ________________________________________________________________________________

ii. ________________________________________________________________________________

What sort of people were on the Privy Council and how were they chosen?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________



New Info

Complete the timeline below by adding information about the Privy Council



New Info

Summarise the role of each figure in Elizabeth’s government

Parliament

Privy Council

Lord Lieutenants

Justices of the Peace



Enquiry Question:

Who was powerful in Elizabethan England?

Key Terms

Term Definition

The most respected members of society who owned most of the land.

The leader of the Privy Council, a very powerful position.

A monarch’s private council.

High social class ranked below nobility; they may be local JP’s or similar.

Land, titles or power given to ensure an individuals support.

Apply Questions – Answer in your exercise book.

1. Describe the role played by the Privy Council in Elizabethan England.

2. Explain the responsibilities of the following positions in Elizabethan government:

1) Parliament 2) Lord Lieutenants 3) Justices of the Peace 4) Secretary of State 5) The Royal Court 

3) To what extent did Elizabeth have the freedom to make her own decisions as queen?

Consolidate: Key Knowledge Questions 

How many people 

attended the Royal 

Court?

Who did Elizabeth 

make Earl of 

Leicester in 1564?

Who came to 

Elizabeth’s court in 

1581?

What did Elizabeth 

use to ensure 

loyalty?

Which group 

advised Elizabeth?

How many people 

made up this group?

Who became 

Elizabeth’s closest 

advisor?

Which title was he 

given?

Who became 

‘principal 

secretary’ in 1573?

Who ensured that 

laws were passed?



New Info

Enquiry Question:

Why was it difficult to be a female ruler?

Use the information above to complete the task on the next page



Question Answer

Who wrote 

the Source?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

According 

to the 

Source, 

what 

problems 

did 

Elizabeth 

face?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Source A

Question Answer

Who wrote 

the Source?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

What does 

the Source 

tell us?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

What does 

this tell us 

about 

attitudes 

towards 

women?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Source B



New Info

Enquiry Question:

Why was it difficult to be a female ruler?

Use the information above to complete the task on the next page



Enquiry Question:

Why was it difficult to be a female ruler?

Use the information on the previous page to complete the table below

Problem Summary

Su
cc

es
si

on

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Re
lig

io
n

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Fo
re

ig
n 

Po
lic

y ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

M
ar

y,
 

Q
ue

en
 o

f  
Sc

ot
s ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Ta
xa

tio
n

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Ire
la

nd

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________



Enquiry Question:

Why was it difficult to be a female ruler?

Key Terms

Term Definition

To take over the throne.

Being sent to live in another country often for political reasons.

The experience of barely having enough funds to survive.

The head of the Catholic Church

Apply Questions – Answer in your exercise book.

1. Describe two main issues that Elizabeth when she became queen.

2. Explain why succession was such an important issue in Elizabethan England.

3. Which of Elizabeth’s problems was most significant in the first 10 years of her reign?

Consolidate: Key Knowledge Questions 

In what year did 

Elizabeth come to 

the throne?

How old was 

Elizabeth when she 

came to the throne?

Who immediately 

posed a problem to 

Elizabeth?

Which protestant 

criticised female 

rulers?

What was 

Elizabeth not 

afraid to do?

What nearly killed 

Elizabeth in 1562?

Which religious 

group did not trust 

Elizabeth?

Which other 

religious group was 

seen as a threat?

What happened in 

1559 in Ireland?

Which social issue 

was widespread in 

Elizab. England?



New Info

Enquiry Question:

Why was Elizabeth’s relationship status so important?

Complete the table below:

Advantages of Marriage Disadvantages of Marriage

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________



New Info

Why was it expected that Eliz. produce an heir? Why was it so difficult to find a husband?

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________



New Info

Use the information above to complete the task on the next page



Enquiry Question:

Why was Elizabeth’s relationship status so important?

Who could be worthy of marrying Queen Elizabeth?

Advantage Disadvantage

Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

Francis, Duke of Anjou and Alencon

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

King Phillip II of Spain

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________



Enquiry Question:

Why was Elizabeth’s relationship status so important?

Practice

Why did Elizabeth refuse to chose to a successor in the 1570s?

How was the issue of succession eventually resolved at the end of Elizabeth’s reign?



New Info

What does this issue tell us about the relationship between Elizabeth and Parliament?PRACTICE

How did Parliament try to involve itself in the issue of Elizabeth’s marriage?PRACTICE



Enquiry Question:

Why was Elizabeth’s relationship status so important?

Key Terms

Term Definition

A potential suitable husband for the Queen.

The issue of finding someone to take over the throne.

The monarch’s closest advisors.

Apply Questions – Answer in your exercise book.

1. Why was succession such an important issue in Elizabethan England?

2. Explain the relative strengths and weaknesses of Elizabeth’s potential suitors.

3. To what extent could Elizabeth’s decision not to marry be considered foolish?

Consolidate: Key Knowledge Questions 

What was the real 

purpose of 

marriage?

What was the issue 

with marrying a 

foreign prince?

What would be 

risked if she died 

without an heir?

Which two groups 

were concerned 

about succession?

Who had Queen 

Mary I been 

married to?

Which religion did 

England now follow?

Why was Elizabeth 

personally reluctant 

to marry?

Can you name a 

potential suitor for 

Elizabeth I?

Why did some 

oppose Duke 

Francis of Anjou?

Which politician 

was arrested for 

ignoring Eliz.?



Enquiry Question:

What was Elizabeth’s relationship with Parliament during her reign?

New Info

Complete the mind map below



New Info

Enquiry Question:

What was Elizabeth’s relationship with Parliament during her reign?

In your own words, write a short explanation for each of the following terms:

Divine Right Royal Prerogative

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

______________________________________

Why did most parliamentary business focus on local matters and social or economical issues?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________



New Info

Enquiry Question:

What was Elizabeth’s relationship with Parliament during her reign?

Describe the role of Elizabeth’s Privy Councillors in Parliament:

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

What was the role of the speaker in Parliament?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

How did Elizabeth use the Speaker to maintain control of Parliament?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________



Copy and complete the mind map below by describing issues between Elizabeth and Parliament

New Info

Enquiry Question:

What was Elizabeth’s relationship with Parliament during her reign?



Enquiry Question:

What was Elizabeth’s relationship with Parliament during her reign?

New Info

Use the information above to complete the task on the next page



Enquiry Question:

What was Elizabeth’s relationship with Parliament during her reign?

Use the information on the previous page to complete the table below

Problem Summary

M
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____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Re
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n

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Fr
ee
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m

 o
f 

Sp
ee

ch

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
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e 
&

 P
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ty ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

M
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en
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f 
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s

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

M
on
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ie
s ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________



Enquiry Question:

What was Elizabeth’s relationship with Parliament during her reign?

Apply Questions – Answer in your exercise book.

1. Describe two different roles played by Parliament in Elizabethan England?

2. Explain how Parliament’s powers were limited in Elizabethan England.

3. How successful was Elizabeth’s relationship with Parliament during her reign as Queen?

Consolidate: Key Knowledge Questions 

What were the two 

chambers of 

parliament?

What were 

Parliament’s three 

main functions?

How many sessions 

of parliament did 

Elizabeth call?

What did most 

parliament’s focus 

on?

Which idea of rule 

did Elizabeth 

believe in?

Who managed 

relations between 

Queen and Parl.?

Who kept order in 

the House of 

Commons?

What change did 

Puritans try to 

make?

Who were some 

MPs worried 

about?

How would MPs 

try to out pressure 

on Elizabeth?



New Info

Enquiry Question:

What does Essex’s rebellion tell us about government and politics in Elizabeth reign?

Use the information above to complete the task on the next page



Enquiry Question:

What does Essex’s rebellion tell us about government and politics in Elizabeth reign?

Who was the Earl of Essex? What was his position in Elizabethan England?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Why did he decide to rebel against Queen Elizabeth?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

How did the rebellion happen? What was the result?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

What were the consequences of Essex’s rebellion?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________



New Info

Enquiry Question:

What does Essex’s rebellion tell us about government and politics in Elizabeth reign?

Who was the Earl of Essex and when did he join the Privy Council?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

How did the Earl of Essex’s rise to power affect Elizabeth’s court?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________



New Info

Using the following words: Tyrone’s Rebellion, Truce, England describe Essex’s expedition to Ireland

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

How was Essex punished for his failure?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

What was the aim of Essex’s rebellion in 1601? Why did it receive support from some?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________



New Info

Enquiry Question:

What does Essex’s rebellion tell us about government and politics in Elizabeth reign?

What does the rebellion suggest about Elizabeth’s authority?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Why did Essex’s rebellion fail?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________



Enquiry Question:

What does Essex’s rebellion tell us about government and politics in Elizabeth reign?

Key Term

Term Definition

The exclusive right to trade in a particular product.

Apply Questions – Answer in your exercise book.

1. Who was the Earl of Essex?

2. Why did Essex rebel against Elizabeth?

3. What does the Essex rebellion tell us about the power of Elizabeth’s court?

Consolidate: Key Knowledge Questions 

In what year was 

Essex made a Privy 

Councillor?

What monopoly was 

he awarded?

Who Essex develop 

a rivalry with?

Who did Essex 

manage to defeat 

at Cadiz?

Which event 

turned Essex’s 

favour?

Where was he sent 

and what 

happened?

How did Queen 

Elizabeth respond to 

this?

How did Essex 

respond to this in 

turn?

What were the 

consequences for 

Essex?

What did Elizabeth 

make clear 

through this?



New Info

Enquiry Question:

Why did rebellions against Elizabeth fail?

Describe the security of Elizabeth’s position towards the end of her reign?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________



Enquiry Question:

Why did rebellions against Elizabeth fail?

New Info

Use the information above to complete the task on the next page



Enquiry Question:

Why did rebellions against Elizabeth fail?

Rank each of the factors and explain your decision briefly.



Apply Questions – Answer in your exercise book.

1. Describe a rebellion faced by Elizabeth:

2. Explain two reasons why rebellions against Elizabeth failed?

3. Which was the most significant factor in the failure of challenges to Elizabeth’s power?

Consolidate: Key Knowledge Questions 

What is needed for a 

plot or rebellion to 

succeed?

What did Elizabeth 

have that made this 

difficult?

Who oversaw this 

network?

How many years 

was Elizabeth 

Queen for?

What is the second 

thing needed for a 

plot to succeed?

How could Mary I’s 

reign be described?

Can you name two 

people executed by 

Elizabeth?

Which Spanish King 

challenged 

Elizabeth?

What was 

Elizabeth’s 

religious policy?

Which group did 

restrictions 

become tougher?

Enquiry Question:

Why did rebellions against Elizabeth fail?


	Great Sankey High School�AQA GCSE History�������Elizabethan England Work Booklet�Part 1: Elizabeth’s Court and Parliament
	How to use your Elizabeth Booklet Workbook 
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42

