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Use the icons in your work booklet to guide you. 

NEW INFO

KEY TERMS

PRACTICE

CONSOLIDATE

APPLY

This is information you are being introduced to for the first time, make sure to 
read this as carefully as possible and highlight any key words or phrases.

These terms or phrases are key to understanding the topic we are studying make 
sure you know their meanings and that you feel comfortable using them.

This is your chance to work with the new information you are learning about, 
these short tasks will help develop your understanding of the topic of the lesson.

These short knowledge quizzes provide you with the opportunity to consolidate 
the key facts and figures from the lesson in one convenient place for revision. 

At the conclusion of the lesson you will use this space to consider the enquiry 
question from the lesson and practice extended writing in your exercise book.





New Info

Enquiry Question:

Why was there so much poverty in Elizabethan England?

What is a monopoly? Why were monopolies unpopular in England?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Complete the mind map below using as much detail as possible:



New Info

How did Henry VIII’s actions affect poor people before England became Queen?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________



New Info

Using the words below, explain how farming methods changed in the 16th century.

Open Fields Subsistence-level farming Enclosed

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________



Complete the table below:

Change How it led to an increase in poverty

Enclosed 

Farming

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Wool 

Experts

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Failed 

Harvests

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Enquiry Question:

Why was there so much poverty in Elizabethan England?

Which of the factors we have looked at do you think was most responsible for the rise in poverty?

Population Agriculture Religious Changes

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________



Summary

Enquiry Question:

Why was there so much poverty in Elizabethan England?



Key Terms

Term Definition

The experience of having barely enough to survive.

Somebody who did not have a job or money in Elizabethan society.

A group of advisors or guards for an important person

A period of great change in the European and English Church.

A large stone building owned by the Church where monks lived.

An area surrounded by a barrier.

Demanding an excessive or extortionate rent from a tenant or for a property.

Apply Questions – Answer in your exercise book.

1. Can you identify who the poor were Elizabethan England?

2. Can you explain why did poverty increase in Elizabethan England?

3. In your opinion which was the most significant cause of poverty in Elizabethan England?

Consolidate: Key Knowledge Questions 

How much did the 

population grow 

during Eliz. Rule?

What happened to 

food production as a 

result?

What were 

monopolies?

What event saw 

Henry VIII close 

the monasteries?

What was it called 

when landowners 

closed their land?

What was the 

process of increasing 

rent known as?

How many people 

were killed by flu in 

1556?

What were 

homeless people 

who travelled aka?

What happened in 

the 1590s which 

made things worse?

Why did the 

government fear 

vagabonds?

Enquiry Question:

Why was there so much poverty in Elizabethan England?



New Info

Enquiry Question:

How did Elizabethans respond to poverty?

Who were viewed as the deserving poor?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

What was an almshouse?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________



New Info

Enquiry Question:

How did Elizabethans respond to poverty?

Who were viewed as the ‘undeserving poor?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________



Look at Source B. What kind of vagabond is Harrison describing?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Why do you think Thomas Harman’s book and the picture in Source C were produced?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

What effect do you think these publications might have had on how people viewed the poor?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Enquiry Question:

How did Elizabethans respond to poverty?



Key Terms

Term Definition

Areas in towns and cities.

Those who wanted to work but couldn’t. 

Those who people believed didn’t wanted to work.

A house set up to provide support for those in poverty.

Apply Questions – Answer in your exercise book.

1. Can you describe two types of pauper in Elizabethan England?

2. Can you explain why so many people had a negative view of the poor?

3. What impact did publications at the time, have on views on the poor?

Consolidate: Key Knowledge Questions 

How did 

Elizabethans 

organise society?

Who was at the 

bottom of this 

structure?

Before Elizabeth, 

how were attitudes 

towards the poor?

In what areas was 

it hard to find 

work?

What were these 

unemployed 

people known as?

What were other 

poor people known 

as?

Who wrote a book 

categorizing the 

poor?

In what year did he 

write his book?

Can you name 

three types of 

vagabonds?

How did many 

believe the poor 

should be treated?

Enquiry Question:

How did Elizabethans respond to poverty?



New Info

Enquiry Question:

How did the Government treat the poor in Elizabethan England?

Why did the government become more involved with providing support for the poor?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Give a short explanation for each of these terms:

Helpless Poor

Deserving Poor

The Undeserving Poor



New Info

Enquiry Question:

How did the Government treat the poor in Elizabethan England?

What changed as a result of the Poor Laws introduced in 1597 and 1601

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________



Enquiry Question:

How did the Government treat the poor in Elizabethan England?

In what ways were the Poor laws influenced by local government policies?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Complete the mind map below?



New Info

From the information above, how did approaches to the poor change in Elizabethan England?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________



New Info

What did the first Poor Law state and when was it passed?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

How effective was the Poor Law?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________



New Info

Give three examples of punishments that were given to the undeserving poor.

i.__________________________________________________________________________________

ii._________________________________________________________________________________

iii._________________________________________________________________________________

Give three examples of punishments that were given to the undeserving poor.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________



Key Terms

Term Definition

To be locked up physically, punishment for begging and other crimes. 

Where beggars would be forced to spend the night as punishment.

To be whipped, a punishment used for begging and other crimes.

A person without a settled home or work who wanders and lives by begging.

Apply Questions – Answer in your exercise book.

1. Can you describe how poverty was approached in Elizabethan England?

2. Can you explain how approaches to poverty have changed?

3. How successful were the new approaches to poverty?

Consolidate: Key Knowledge Questions 

What did Elizabeth’s 

government 

introduce to help?

What did the 

government fear the 

poor would do?

Can you name 

three types of 

poor?

What was the tax 

to help the poor 

known as?

What were also 

introduce to help 

house poor?

Where were beggars 

sent if they refused 

to work?

What was opened in 

Ipswich to help the 

poor?

What % of people 

lived in poverty in 

Norwich in 1570?

In what year was 

the Poor Law first 

introduced?

Why could it be 

argued that it 

helped?

Enquiry Question:

How did the Government treat the poor in Elizabethan England?



Enquiry Question:

What do Lord Burghley’s Almshouses tell us about changing attitudes 

towards the poor in Elizabethan England? 



Enquiry Question:

What do Lord Burghley’s Almshouses tell us about changing attitudes 

towards the poor in Elizabethan England? 



New Info

Enquiry Question:

What do Lord Burghley’s Almshouses tell us about changing attitudes 

towards the poor in Elizabethan England? 

What was an almshouse and where did Lord Burghley build his?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________



New Info

Enquiry Question:

What do Lord Burghley’s Almshouses tell us about changing attitudes 

towards the poor in Elizabethan England? 

What did the building of the almshouse say about Lord Burghley as a man?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________



New Info

Enquiry Question:

What do Lord Burghley’s Almshouses tell us about changing attitudes 

towards the poor in Elizabethan England? 

Who was Lord Burghley? (William Cecil)

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________



New Info

Enquiry Question:

What do Lord Burghley’s Almshouses tell us about changing attitudes 

towards the poor in Elizabethan England? 

What do the rules set by Lord Burghley reveal to us about the motivation behind the almshouse?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________



New Info

Enquiry Question:

What do Lord Burghley’s Almshouses tell us about changing attitudes 

towards the poor in Elizabethan England? 

What was the history of the site? How does that link to its purpose?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________



New Info

Enquiry Question:

What do Lord Burghley’s Almshouses tell us about changing attitudes 

towards the poor in Elizabethan England? 

Use the information about to complete the task on the next page:



Why did Lord Burghley build his almshouse? Create a mind map below:

Enquiry Question:

What do Lord Burghley’s Almshouses tell us about changing attitudes 

towards the poor in Elizabethan England? 



Read the answer below: Highlight the features from the sides of the answer.

Enquiry Question:

What do Lord Burghley’s Almshouses tell us about changing attitudes 

towards the poor in Elizabethan England? 

Mark 
out 

of 10

Explanation why you think this

Va
ni

ty

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

La
st

in
g 

le
ga

cy __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Hu
m

an
ist

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

La
zy

 p
oo

r __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Pu
rit

an
ism

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________



Read the answer below: Highlight the features from the sides of the answer.

Enquiry Question:

What do Lord Burghley’s Almshouses tell us about changing attitudes 

towards the poor in Elizabethan England? 

Could you do better? Chose a point from the answer and expand on it.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________



Key Terms

Term Definition

A building set up to provide support for the poor.

What you leave after you die that people remember you by.

An extreme version of Protestantism, popular in Elizabethan England.

Apply Questions – Answer in your exercise book.

1. Can you describe the purpose of an almshouse in Elizabethan England? 

2. Can you explain two reasons why Lord Burghley built his Almshouse?

3. Can you explain what Lord Burghley’s Almshouse tells us about attitudes towards the poor?

Consolidate: Key Knowledge Questions 

What were Alms? What were 

almshouses?

How many 

almshouses are 

there today?

Who built this 

almshouse?

Where is Lord 

Burghley’s 

almshouse?

What did the 

almshouse used to 

be?

When did Lord 

Burghley take over?

How many rules 

were there for living 

in the house?

What religious 

group did Lord 

Burghley belong to?

What did Lord 

Burghley want to 

leave behind?

Enquiry Question:

What do Lord Burghley’s Almshouses tell us about changing attitudes 

towards the poor in Elizabethan England? 
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