
Advance Information in A Level 
Sociology

What this means for your exams



What advance information hasn’t been provided?

Paper 1: 4,6 and 10 mark Education questions, 20 mark Methods in Context essay and 

10 mark Theory & Methods question

Paper 2: 10 mark questions for both Families & Households and Beliefs in Society 

sections

Paper 3: 4,6 and 10 mark Crime questions and 10 mark Theory & Methods question

=This means questions on ANY area of the specification/any topic could come up for 

these questions. We don’t know what they are setting, so it is important to revise 

everything!



What has been shared

● 50% of the content across the three exam papers
● This is the remaining the 20 and 30 mark essays (just not the methods in context essay!)
● Topics that have been identified for these essays have been applied to your Paper 2 mock on Monday 

21st February

EXAM DATES

Paper 1 (Education, Methods in Context and Theory & Methods)
Monday 23rd May (morning)

Paper 2 (Families & Households and Beliefs in Society)
Tuesday 7th June (afternoon)

Paper 3 (Crime & Deviance and Theory & Methods)
Monday 13th June (morning)



Advance 
Information: 
30 mark 
essay on 
Paper 1 
(Education)



Possible essay titles that could come under this 
information
● Evaluate the view that educational policies lead to inequalities between different:

○ Social classes
○ Ethnic groups
○ Genders

● Evaluate the view that marketisation and privatisation policies lead to educational 
inequalities between social groups.

● Evaluate the view that over time educational policy making has lead to greater 
equality of opportunity and better educational outcomes for social groups.

● Evaluate sociological explanations of the relationship between education and 
globalisation

The essays titles provided on the whole of this PowerPoint are not 
exhaustive -these are my ‘best guesses’, and it is not definitive any of 
these will appear on the papers! The wording could be completely 
different...



Advance Information: 20 mark essay on Paper 2 
(Families & Households)



Possible essay titles that could come under this 
information
● Evaluate feminist explanations of the role of the family in society today. (AL 2019)
● Evaluate functionalist explanations of the role of the family in society. (AL 2017)
● Evaluate sociological views on the impact of government policies and laws on the role 

of the family. (AS 2018)
● Evaluate the contribution of Marxist views to our understanding of the family (AS 2017)
● Evaluate the contribution of feminist views to an understanding of family roles and 

relationships. (AS SAMS2)
● Evaluate New Right views to an understanding of family roles and relationships in 

society today.
● Evaluate the view that government policies support patriarchy.
● Evaluate the view the family supports capitalism.
● Evaluate postmodernist views to our understanding of the growth of family diversity 

and its impact on society today.
● Evaluate explanations for patterns in marriage and divorce in society today.



Advance Information: 20 mark essay on Paper 2 
(Beliefs in Society)



Possible essay titles that could come under this 
information
● Evaluate the view that science has a greater influence than religion on people’s lives 

today. (June 2017)
● Evaluate the view that religion no longer acts as a ‘shared universe of meaning’ for 

people today. (SAMS2)
● Evaluate the functionalist view to our understanding of the role and purpose of religion 

today.
● Evaluate the view that religion is a cause of oppression. 
● Evalute feminist views of the role of religion religion in contemporary society.
● Evaluate Marxist views of the role and purpose of religion today.
● Evaluate the view that science is replacing religion as the main ideological influence 

within contemporary society.
● Evaluate definitions used to define what religion is.



Advance 
Information: 30 
mark essay on 
Paper 3 (Crime & 
Deviance)



Possible essay titles that could come under this 
information
● Evaluate the usefulness of labelling theory in understanding crime and deviance. 

(June 2018)
● Evaluate the usefulness of functionalist approaches in understanding crime and 

deviance (SAMS1).
● Evaluate the view that crime is a result of subcultural response in failure to achieve 

mainstream goals.
● Evaluate Marxist explanations in understanding crime and deviance.
● Evaluate the view that crime is a response to ‘hitting back’ at inequalities caused 

by capitalism.
● Evaluate realist explanations for, and the tackling of crime and deviance.
● Evaluate the view that crime statistics are socially constructed.



Advance Information: 30 mark essay on Paper 3 
(Theory & Methods)



Possible essay titles that could come under this 
information
● Evaluate the contribution of Marxist approaches to understanding today’s society. 

(June 2019)
● Evaluate the view that conflict approaches are more useful than consensus 

approaches to our understanding of society. (June 2017)
● Evaluate the usefulness of functionalist and New Right approaches to 

understanding society today.
● Evaluate the usefulness of different feminist approaches to our understanding 

society.
● Evaluate microsociological approaches to our understanding and the shaping of 

society.
● Evaluate the extent to which the structure/agency debate has been resolved.



What does this mean for my revision?

● Revise all of the content we have covered on the course
● You need to know enough to complete at least 10 mark responses for all topics (in 

preparation for the questions that have no advanced information)
● Check you know the information provided from the Teacher Guide (the boxes in 

this PowerPoint). Be sure you can also apply and evaluate it as well.

● Plan the 20 and 30 essays identified on this PowerPoint -they are a guide, but think 
about how the same content could be used but in different ways depending on the 
wording of the question 
○ At least 3 paragraphs for a 20 marker; ideally 4
○ At least 4 paragraphs for a 30 marker, ideally 5

● Practise writing out these essays in timed conditions: look, cover, check!


