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Why should you study a language at 
GCSE? 



• Research shows that having a language makes you more employable

• Since leaving the EU, there is an increased gap in the market for 

foreign language speakers

• A languages GCSE works well with any combination of topics, as it 

can be used in many sectors and jobs

• 60% of UK trade is with other countries

• People who speak another language earn on average 12% more than 

people without



Data shows that 
French, German 
and Spanish are 
languages which 
are desired by UK 
companies



94% of the world’s 
population does not 
speak English as a first 
language

75% of the world does 
not speak English at all



What languages can you take at GSHS? 

• GCSE Spanish
• GCSE French
• GCSE German (ab initio)

We use the exam board AQA for all of these qualifications. 
For students interested in German, you must demonstrate in your 
Spanish and French lessons that you are capable of starting a new 
language from scratch. Ideally you will also take French or Spanish 
as a GCSE alongside German. 



The New GCSE – from September 2024

• All exam boards have introduced a new GCSE which will start 

teaching from September 2024 for first exams in Summer 2026

• There are several changes from the old GCSE

• Many of these make the new GCSE much more accessible to our 

pupils

• New elements have been introduced and others removed



The New AQA Specification

The language and topics that we cover are based 
around three themes:

• Theme 1: People and lifestyle

• Theme 2: Popular culture

• Theme 3: Communication and the world around us



Differences between the old and new 
specification
Old specification
• Questions in the target language 

(French, German or Spanish)
• General conversation on the 

speaking exam – pupils generally 
find very daunting and difficult

• Listening exam section of 
questions and answers in French

New specification
• All questions on the papers are in 

English
• Replaced with a reading aloud 

passage with emphasis on 
phonics

• This section has been replaced 
by the dictation section – again 
reinforcing the focus on phonics



2019 New sample paper



2019 New sample paper



What makes a successful languages 
student? 

• Someone who is prepared to have a go
• Someone who likes a challenge
• Someone who can work independently
• Someone who can figure out patterns
• Someone who likes talking
• Someone who appreciates other ways of life

and cultures
• Someone who is not afraid of hard work



Jobs which require 
languages!

There are of course the obvious ones, 
such as tourism, travel and teaching or 
translating but languages really can 
take you anywhere! 





Head of Department – E Parr 
e.parr@gshs.omegamat.co.uk 

Second in Department – S Sinclair
s.sinclair@gshs.omegamat.co.uk 

Get in touch with any questions!
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