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Why history?
The study of history is not just the study of dates, it's the study of people. 
It allows you to pick apart the story of the ‘why’. Why did one war lead to 
another? Why did women get the vote? Why did Hitler come to power? Why 
is Elizabethan England called the Golden age?

Becoming a historian means you learn how to argue, it teaches you to form 
your own opinion and appreciate others, it will give you the skills to spot if 
someone is telling you the truth and why they might not be. 
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What do we study?
PAPER 1: UNDERSTANDING THE MODERN WORLD

Section A: Germany, 1890–1945: Democracy and dictatorship
The study of major events in German history such as the Weimar republic, 
hyperinflation, the Great Depression, Hitler's Germany and opposition to 
Hitler which charts Germany’s turbulent history from being a democracy to 
being led by an infamous dictator.

Section B: Conflict and tension, 1918-1939
You will look at how Britain, France and the USA tried to punish Germany at 
the end of WWI, but also how they tried to make sure that another World 
War did not break out. Hitler broke the promise Germany made in the Treaty 
of Versailles, increased German strength and set Europe on the road to war.



GSHS HISTORY DEPARTMENT

What do we study?
PAPER 2: SHAPING THE BRITISH NATION

Section A: British thematic study from c1215 to the present day
This is a thematic study that covers over a thousand years of history. In this 
we look at 13 case studies all of which had a role in how we have the 
democracy that we have today. 

Section B: British depth study including historic environment. 
In this section we study the reign of Elizabeth I, we look at Elizabethan 
society, it’s governance, its politics and the influence of foreign powers. In 
this topic we also have the historical environment. 
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How are you assessed?
Each paper is worth 2 hours long.

You sit both exams at the end of year 11. 

On the paper the question worth either 4, 8, 12 or 16 marks. 

Every 4 marks is approximately a paragraph of writing. 

70% of both exams will require you to use specific knowledge. 

30% of both exams are based upon sources or interpretations.  
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How are you taught?
5 hours over 2 weeks. 

The current classes are taught in sets but this is subject to numbers in each 
option band. 

We use a variety of teaching methods form group source analysis, class 
debates, independent research and peer assessment. 

Every topic will have a formal assessment at the end so we can track your 
progress as accurately as possible. 

The idea is we build your skills up over a period of time so when you are at 
the end of year 11 you are fully prepared for your exams.
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How are you supported?
Revision and support classes take place from the start of year 10.

Revision guides are becoming more and more common. Our preferred 
textbook has an excellent range of revision guides available. 

There are dedicated DIRT lessons built into the year so we can monitor your 
progress in class. 
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How are you supported?
.  
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Should I do it?
Obviously, I am going to say yes!!!

We want everyone to take GCSE history, but you also have to know what you 
are getting yourself into.

There are moments in this course that are difficult. That is the nature of 
your GCSE’s. 

You need to recognise that if you have picked history for the right reasons – 
e.g. You are interested in the subject, and you want to do it. Then the 
difficult moments are few and far between.

It should also be noted that this is a very text and writing heavy subject.
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Any questions?
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‘GCSE was fun’

‘It made me want to be a history teacher’

‘We have a really supportive staff’

‘The teachers show enthusiasm for the subject’

‘It helps you understand the world a little bit better’

‘It assisted me in my other subjects, it made me more analytical and it 
taught me to read between the lines.’
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