
GCSE Psychology

Year 9 into 10 
Options Evening



Welcome from the
Social Science Department

Teacher​ Email​
Mr. Ben-Ali (Head of Dept)​ Sofien.Ben-Ali@greatsankey.org​
Mrs. Masher​ Katrina.Masher@greatsankey.org​
Mr. Pickwell Mark.Pickwell@greatsankey.org​
Ms. Kennedy​ Lucy.Kennedy@greatsankey.org​



What is Psychology?

Psychology is the 
scientific study of both 

the mind and 
behaviour.



How is the course 
structured?

•A 2-year course assessed by 2 x exams 
(Edexcel exam board) at the end of Year 
11

•Paper 1 exam (1hr 45 55%)
•Paper 2 exam (1hr 20 45%)

•Student Tracking Tests are completed 
throughout the course in preparation for 
the GCSE exams



What topics will I cover?
• Development – How did you develop?
• Memory – How does your memory work?
• Psychological problems – How would psychological problems

affect you?
• The brain and Neuropsychology – How does your brain affect 

you?
• Social influence – How do others affect you?
• Criminal psychology – Why do people become criminals?
• Sleep & dreaming – why and how do we sleep and dream?
• Research methods – How do you carry out psychological 

research?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ftkYPpD4K8M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o8BkzvP19v4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NjTxQy_U3ac




How are the lessons taught?

• Lessons are delivered via booklets for each of the 
topic areas

• The booklets ensure good organisation and 
encourage independent learning

• A variety of activities and resources are always 
employed which makes us the most popular subject 
chosen at GSHS and in BHC for A Levels



Structured & sequenced Revision



A3 summary sheets or ‘crunching’ notes
‘Crunching’ isn’t just simply re-writing notes but processing at a 
deeper level so they are concise and semantic to the student.



What can help you?
• An interest in understanding human thought and 

behaviour
• The willingness to join in class discussions and 

formulate opinions – think outside the box
• The ability to accept differences
• A good standard of Science (Biology) & Maths 

(10%)
• A good memory, there is a lot of 

information to revise – 14 studies, factors, 
theories and applications to the real 
world.



Knowledge Checkers



Tracking Tests



Monitored



Why choose Psychology?
• 75% 4 - 9 grades on average 2019
• 26% 7 - 9 grades on average 2019
• Staff are trained Edexcel Examiners

• It develops verbal communication and critical analysis 
skills

• It’s a good pathway towards A-Level
Our students enjoy our subject!



We look forward to seeing you 
in September 2023! 

Contact us any time for a chat 
about courses!

sofien.ben-ali@greatsankey.org
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