
Steps to the Future
An evening for Year 10 Parents

Executive Headteacher: Jon Wright NLE  Headteacher: Paula Crawley NLE



• Parents are key to GCSE success 

• Your involvement can make 1 or more grades 
difference

• Tonight:

• Study skills (Exam week 19/6/17)

• Barrowhall College and beyond

• Apprenticeships

• Sam Learning



Strategies for 
Effective Study & 

Revision
Step to the Future Evening

10 subjects, 2hrs a week for 6 weeks -
minimum



The levels of 
processing model 
proposes memory 
is best understood 
in terms of 
processes rather
than structures or
functions



1 Shallow/structural 
processing

Superficial processing that is 
quick and requires minimal 
processing e.g. reading through 
notes

2 Phonetic processing An intermediate level of 
processing regarding judgments 
about sounds of words e.g. 
chanting notes and Key word 
testing with parents. 

3 Semantic processing A deep level of processing 
regarding meaning of words e.g. 
creating Mnemonics themselves 
to remember key materials





Not just revision but what KIND…..

1 Maintenance 
revision

simple rote repetition

2 Elaborative 
revision

Analysing the meaning of the 
rehearsed material, and linking it 
with stored knowledge in Long Term 
Memory.

Higher Prior 
Attainers could 
well be OK at 
this level



What revision techniques are elaborative

Key study summary 
to parents –

teach to test understanding





Flashcard Apps and websites 







A3 summary sheets and ‘crunching’ notes
‘crunching’ isn’t just simply re-writing notes but 
processing at a deeper level so they are concise and 
semantic to the student. 



Revision environment

• Silence or relaxing music (no more than 80bpm)

• Well lit 

• No distractions – TV, Tablets, consoles etc

• NO PHONE – as much as possible

• Break up the day into blocks and plan to have breaks







What role does Motivation play?
Extrinsic

• Learning because of external 
rewards or fear of punishment

Intrinsic

• Sometimes referred to as self-
motivation.

• To learn for the joy of learning

• Internal self-worth and pursuit 
to better themselves





Helpful hints to parents

• Offer praise and reward to move 
motivation from Extrinsic to 
intrinsic – and they’ll set their 
own bar high!

• Become actively involved –
engage in their revision

• Try to avoid referring to ‘your 
technique’ or ‘your day’

• Notice signs of stress – and 
anticipate the stress exam 
period can bring

• Be a supporter, not nag





Video
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 Vast majority have gone on 
to first choice university 
including a high number of 
Russell Group universities

 Year on year Oxbridge 
success

 Current year 13 – 85% have 
active UCAS applications

 100% BTEC Level 3 pass rate

 75% of students hit or 
exceed their challenge 
grades at A2

 Comprehensive sixth form –
still get the results!

 Smaller class sizes 



Some of our most recent success stories

Student A Levels Destination 

Harrison Doherty A*A* A (A* EPQ) Aerospace Engineering –

University of Liverpool 

Christopher Whittall A*A*A* (A* EPQ) Maths – university of 

Cambridge 

Amy Dickinson AAA (A* EPQ) Modern Foreign Languages –

Southampton  

Bethany Young A*AA (A* EPQ) Maths – Nottingham University 

Matthew Diable A*A*A Chemistry – University of 

Liverpool 

Thomas Hornby A*AA (A* EPQ) Maths – Warwick University 

Daniel Robinson AAB (A* EPQ) Medicine – University of 

Liverpool 

Olivia Sygrove A*AB Politics – Edinburgh University 





 Natural choice for over 
80% of our students 

 Prior knowledge of 
students 

 Increasing number of 
students from other 
schools 

 Specialist teachers – KS4 
to KS5 many of whom are 
examiners

 Over 40 different courses 
with distinct A level and 
vocational pathways

 Specialist post-16 tutor 
team and tutorial 
programme

 Personalised post-18 
university, 
apprenticeship, 
employment advise and 
guidance 



 Close university and 
employer links

 Close alumni network

 BHC High Achievers 
Programme 

 BHC Aspiring 
Professionals 
Programme

 Curriculum 
Enrichment

 Family atmosphere –
names not numbers! 

 Location and college 
day!



Academic, Vocational and Mixed Pathways for 2017

Academic 

Pathway 

Vocational 

Pathway 

Mixed 

Pathway 

Curriculum Enrichment 

Careers/Post 18 pathway information advice 

and guidance  



Law Competition Counselling DOE

EPQ BHC TV Pre-Teaching

Sports leader Young Enterprise LAMDA

CREST Engineering Scheme Music Performance



High Achievers Programme 

 The programme offers a 
comprehensive package of 
support for those thinking 
of applying to Oxbridge or 
other top universities and 
those applying for 
competitive courses such 
as Medicine, Veterinary 
Medicine or Dentistry and 
Law. 

• HE+ Project - Warrington & Wigan 

Consortium in association with 

Cambridge University 

• UK & USA Summer Schools 

• Oxbridge Student Conferences 

• Oxbridge Residential 

• University Admission Testing 

• Dedicated UCAS Support 

• Interview Support 

• Student Leadership Opportunities 

• Extended Project Qualification 

Speak to staff/student leaders in the college LRC for more info!  



BHC Aspiring Professionals Programme 

 Pre-Law 

 Pre-Med/Vet 
Med 

 Pre-STEM 

 Pre-Teaching 

 Pre-Business 
Executive 

BHC has dedicated programmes of 

enrichment and support for those going on to 

pursue the most competitive of 

courses/careers 

Speak to staff/student leaders in the college LRC 
for more info! 



 Ask the Yr 12 & Yr 13 students*
 Ask Mr Wright, Mr Pickwell, or Mrs Bond 
 Ask subject tutors

Have a nice evening!

Any questions?





www.careerpilot.org.uk

• It allows you to be in full-time work as
well as continuing your education and
gaining qualifications.

You “earn as you learn”

• An Apprenticeship is a career option for
you to consider, alongside all other
options.

• An Apprenticeship is a paid job with
training, leading to a package of
qualifications which relate to the job.

What is an Apprenticeship?



www.careerpilot.org.uk

Apprenticeship levels

Most Apprentices start at level 2 and many progress to level 3.

Higher Level Apprenticeships are now available which are equivalent to 

Foundation Degree.

Apprenticeship

Level 2 (5 GCSEs)

Advanced 
Apprenticeship

Level 3 (2 x A Levels)

Higher Apprenticeship

Level 4+ (Foundation 
Degree)



www.careerpilot.org.uk

What’s in an Apprenticeship?

Job

Competence 
Qualification

Transferable 
Skills

Employment 
rights and 

responsibilities

Knowledge/ 
Technical 

Qualification 

Other relevant  
qualifications



www.careerpilot.org.uk

• Apprentices earn higher wages over a lifetime and have a 

greater likelihood of being employed, than someone 

without training.

Wages and Employability

• There is a National Minimum Wage for Apprentices, £3.40 per hour for 

apprentices under 19 or in the first year

• Typical wage £3.50+ at age 16

• Average salary is £165 per week – the higher your level of 

Apprenticeship the more you are likely to be paid 

Doing an Apprenticeship gives you the 

opportunity to earn more in the future!



www.careerpilot.org.uk

Where could you go with an 
Apprenticeship?

Angela Barker-Dench 
Vice Principal, Capel
Manor College 

Sir Anthony 
Bamford JCB
Chairman

Ross Brawn Motorsport 
Engineer and Formula One 
team principal

Craig Coombe Operations 
Manager, Olympic Velodrome

Charan Gill sold his 
restaurant empire for 
£16 million

Mark Barclay Senior Vice-
President, Airbus 

Stella English 
Winner of The Apprentice



www.careerpilot.org.uk

More information

www.apprenticeships.org.uk 



www.careerpilot.org.uk

Some final tips

Getting an Apprenticeship is the same as looking for a job.  It takes time

and effort.

Do your very best at your GCSEs/A Levels.

Work either part-time, voluntary or work-experience.

Build a good CV and portfolio

Keep your options wide and consider Apprenticeships, jobs and other 

courses.

Ask for help and support.



Sam Learning
T7 and T8



SAM Learning GO! 

An overview for 

Parents



SAM Learning GO!

Used by more than half of all English state 

Secondary schools.

Last year over 4 million task hours were 

completed.

Over 800,000 students will use SAM 

Learning GO! this year.



What it is

 For Students

 Web based exam practice and revision.

 All Students do and mark their own work.

 Improves exam technique, confidence and results.

 Anywhere, anytime learning.

 Continually updated with new content in line with latest 
curriculum.



What it is not

Revolutionary

Does not change how you are taught in school.

Does not replace lessons or teachers.

Based on very simple ideas.

Driven by the students.



Your Homepage



GCSE Subjects Available

Subject Hours

Maths  improve activities 112

Statistics 49

English improve activities 39

English Literature 96

Science 173

Science for the 21st Century 75

Applied Science 41

ICT 32

Applied ICT 24

DiDA 19

French 32

German 13

Italian 5

Subject Hours

Spanish 11

Welsh 1

Applied Leisure & Tourism 10

Business Studies 26

Citizenship 23

Design & Technology 17

Drama 4

Geography 19

History 91

Media Studies 5

Music 4

Physical Education 30

Religious Studies 13



Key Content Materials

Covers key topics needed to achieve a 

minimum C Grade.

Will help C/D Borderline students secure a 

C Grade or above.

Available for GCSE Maths, English, ICT, 

Science and Science for the 21st Century.

New subjects coming soon!



Revision Exercise - Maths



Revision Exercise - English



Topic Question



Topic Question – Self assessment 

answers



Part of the Key Content revision material.

With Flash animation and voice over!

Designed to support students with their 

learning

Simple activities clearly broken down.

Helpful hints and guidance throughout.

Difficult concepts made easy!

Improve Activities



Improve Activities – Maths



Improve Activities – English



Student Progress Report



Science Progress Report



SAM Learning Secondary Works

 Using SAM Learning improves achievement.

 Target of only 10 task hours per student has measurable 

impact.

 Six years of independent research reports by the Fischer 

Family Trust.

 For the last exams:

Improvements, in terms of attaining 5+A*-C passes, 

were greatest for students in the middle prior-

attainment group e.g. on average 6.9% more students 

in this group achieved 5+A*-C passes. This 

percentage increases to 9.7% when English and 

mathematics are included in the 5+A*-C passes.



GCSE Improvement increases 

with use

Source: Impact of e-learning on GCSE results of 165,909 students – Fischer Family Trust, April 2006



Login



Student Login Details

 Centre ID is WA5gs.

 User ID and Password are initially the same and 

based on students’ date of birth and initials.

 Format is DDMMYYFS (e.g. John Smith born 

01/01/2002 would be 010102js)




