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Guidance 
The following pages contain subject specific guidance on how to help your child develop 

skills referred to in their recent report and how to maximise their learning opportunities 

both in and outside the classroom. 

Your child’s areas for development identified in their report will continue to be addressed 

in school and we will continue to develop their achievements to the next level.   

If you do have any questions regarding ways to support your child either in a specific 

subject or with a specific skill please contact the class teacher in the first instance who will 

be only too pleased to offer you guidance.We thank you for your continued support.   



 



 



English 

During Year 7, students will develop skills gained during Key Stage 2 and begin to develop the new skills they will need to study 

for GCSEs in English Language and English Literature.  Across the year, they will cover the following texts and topics: 

 Our Day Out by Willy Russell 

 Non-fiction Reading and Writing through the theme of ‘Survival’  

 An anthology of poetry 

 A novel (including Northern Lights and The Book Thief) 

 Murder mystery writing 

 Study of Shakespeare’s villains  

GCSE skills are embedded into lessons right from the start of Y7.  These are: 

English Language GCSE Skills  English Literature GCSE Skills  

Reading 
AO1 – Identify and interpret explicit information and ideas and 
compare two different texts. 
AO2 – Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use 
language, structure and form to achieve effects. 
AO3 – Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives across two texts. 
AO4 –  Evaluate texts critically 
 

AO1 – Read, understand and respond to texts to: 
AO1:1a maintain a critical style 
AO1:1b develop an informed personal response. 
AO1:2 use textual references, including quotations, to support and 
illustrate interpretations. 
AO2 – Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer 
to create meanings and effects, using relevant subject terminology 
where appropriate. 
AO3 – Show understanding of the relationships between texts and 
the contexts in which they were written. 
AO4 –  Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for 
clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation 
 

Writing 
AO5 - Communicate clearly, imaginatively and effectively 
AO6 – Students must use a variety vocabulary and a range of 
sentence structures for clarity and purpose 
 

 

What can students do to support their studies at home? 

1. Read, read and read some more!  Reading a range of texts is 

particularly important as students have to read non-fiction as well as 

fiction in their GCSE exams.  Keeping a scrap book of non-fiction texts 

that they have found interesting would also be a good idea (for 

example, keeping leaflets when they visit tourist attractions, cutting out interesting newspaper articles – to annotate 

these would take these skills a step further). 

2. Use the English website: https://www.sankeycorner.org/ - there are lots of great 

competitions, links and resources here.  Or better still, join Media Club who administrate the 

website (they meet on Week A Mondays in S10). 

3. Use SAM Learning – there are a wealth of English materials here. 

4. Use critical guides.  These are available at the following websites:  

http://www.sparknotes.com/           http://www.shmoop.com/  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z3kw2hv  

Or you could buy some York Notes (available from Amazon, Waterstones or WH Smiths). 

Another useful website for basic English skills: http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/english  

Should you have any questions regarding your child’s English then please contact Laura Penketh (Head of Key Stage 3 in English) 

laura.penketh@greatsankey.org   

 

https://www.sankeycorner.org/
http://www.sparknotes.com/
http://www.shmoop.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z3kw2hv
http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/english
mailto:laura.penketh@greatsankey.org


 



Geography – Year 7 programme of study 

In Year 7 we have identified five areas that students need to know about, not all students will be completely competent in all 

these areas at the end of year 7 but skills will be revisited in Year 8 and year 9. 

PLACES 

 Be able to name and locate the continents and oceans. 
Know about their local area – be able to describe Warrington and explain how Manchester originally grew and how it 
has changed. 

 Know about and be able to describe different environments – Savanna regions of Africa and the tropical rainforest in 
Brazil. This will include climate, vegetation and how people use different places. 

 

PATTERNS 

 Be able to identify human and physical features of a place. 

 Be able to describe how places change and how people can improve or damage places/environments. 

 Be able to recognise processes such as erosion, migration, deforestation and urbanisation. 

 Be able to recognise how physical geography impacts on the human geography of a place – recognise how the 
spread/distribution of population of Kenya is linked to the physical geography. 

 Be able to show how oil palm plantations in SE Asia have damaged environments 
 

ENQUIRY SKILLS – this is linked to fieldwork around the school 

 Be able to devise questions. 

 Be able to describe how to collect the data to answer the questions. 

 Be able to choose suitable methods to display their results. 

 Be able to make a valid conclusion. 

 Be starting to evaluate their work. 

GEOGRAPHICAL SKILLS 

 Use the 8-point compass to show directions. 

 Use an Atlas – using the contents page to find maps and use the index to look up places. 

 Know the main lines of latitude and longitude. 

 Be able to use latitude and longitude to locate places on the world map. 

 Use a map symbols and the key on a map 

 Use 4 and 6-figure grid references. 

 Be able to use scale to measure distances on a map. 

 Be able to describe where places are on a map – describe distribution. 
 

NUMERICAL SKILLS 

 Draw bar and line graphs to show the climate of a place. 

 Find the highest and lowest values and calculate the range – temperature range. 

 Calculate the mean, mode and median. 

 Use a greater variety of graphs such as pie charts and frequency graphs. 

 

             

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drama 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

History is filled with excitement and challenge. Your child will 

study a variety of time periods that will broaden their 

understanding of the world we live in. 

   So… how can you help? 

Debate—Dinner table discussion is a perfect way to encourage your 

child to really think about what they are learning. By asking what 

they did at school, then challenging their perceptions of it, you 

encourage your child to develop their skills in academic discussion.  

Advocate a change of scenery—Some children can suffer from       

information overload, particularly if they are at a demanding 

stage in their education. Change can be as good as a rest, so 

an educational trip to a museum, art gallery or even a picnic by 

a castle will engage your child in History and make it come to 

life.  

Change the channel—Watching a documentary can be an engaging 

way to teach your child about historical events. While a lot 

of parents will try to limit the time their child spends in 

front of the TV, popping something educational on will make 

sure they are learning and relaxing at the same time. 

Watching a documentary as a family can spark debate and 

discussion, which are also important learning tools.  

Homework Helper—Encourage your child to complete their homework by 

helping them and asking them to teach you about whatever they are learning in 

History. This will develop their historical communication skills and confidence in 

History.  

Helping your child to become a reader is  one of the most 

important things you can do to help your child succeed in school. 

Reading is the key to lifelong learning, prompting your child to read 

about something that interests them and can cultivate an 

excitement for the subject.  

Did you know…? Why not try having a weekly ‘did you know’ competition 

to see who can come up with the most interesting historical fact in your 

house? This will encourage your child to discover new historical information 

on their own. Or try researching ‘ On this day in History…’  

Useful websites—BBC Bitesize / Www.ks3historygames.co.uk / 

Www.historylearningsite.co.uk / Www.historystuff.co.uk 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 Computing and IT 

In year 7 students will use existing IT software skills as well 

as developing new skills to produce a variety of digital 

materials for different purposes and audiences. As well as IT 

skills, they will also start to develop knowledge of Computer 

Science.  

So far students have learnt about e-Safety, used desk top 

publishing and spreadsheet software. If students want to learn 

more about these topics or improve their software skill set 

then below are some useful resources and ideas: 

E-safety 

Do you know how to protect your online identity? 

Do you know who to talk to if something doesn’t feel right 

online? 

Do you know how to report inappropriate behaviour online? 

The websites below have lots of useful information, advice, 

videos and games to help you learn more about online safety. 

Software Skills 

Username—wa5 3aa 

Password—bitmap3 

www.teach-ict.com 

If you would like to brush up on the 

software skills you have learnt or learn 

new skills to make your digital materials 

even better then Teach-ICT have some 

excellent tutorial videos showing you how. 

Why don’t you watch the videos and enhance 

your IT skills! 



Mathematics 

During Year 7, children at Great Sankey High School follow a programme of study that consolidates the skills 

developed from Primary School whilst also looking to extend their individual abilities so that they can further their 

skills in preparation for accessing the material in the GCSE Mathematics course which begins in Year 9. 

Route Map 

The route map shows the journey that Year 7 are 

currently taking, detailing the dates when they will be 

accessing the various Key Progress Indicators (KPIs) 

and when they will be assessed. The KPI’s run in line 

with the guidance standards that have been set by 

AQA for their GCSE course (8300).  These can be 

accessed on the school website under the curriculum 

tab which gives information on the specification and 

requirements of each individual skill. 

How can you help further your child’s Mathematics education? 

Should your child be judged as developing on a given KPI then this does not mean they will never 

be able to achieve the skill.  Skills will be revisited in school via starters and again in future topics.  

In addition to the school-wide subscription to SAM Learning (www.samlearning.com) we also 

subscribe to the following websites: 

MyMaths www.mymaths.co.uk 

This site provides resources including animated lessons and online 
homework’s.  It is good for preparation, consolidation and revising. 
 

The Booster Pack section is particularly useful in developing learner skills 

Mathswatch vle.mathswatch.com 
This site consists of a range of videos and questions (both as worksheets or 
online questions).  The One-Minute Maths section is particularly good at 
targeted support and revision 

 

Students should have their own personal logins to the above websites – if they do not they should speak to their 

Mathematics teacher. We also encourage the use of the excellent Corbett Maths site (www.corbettmaths.com) 

which requires no login details. 

We are also very keen on recommending using their number and 

problem solving skills as often as possible in such ways like: 

 Random times table questions 

 Reading train and bus timetables to plan family days out 

 Calculating the cost of shopping 

 Using analogue and digital clocks to tell the time. 

 Number skills in sports and music 

Help and assistance in this can be found at the National Numeracy site at www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk 

Should you have any questions regarding your child’s mathematics then in the first instance please contact their 

mathematics teacher.  If there are any further queries, please contact the Head of Key Stage 3 Mathematics, Mr Liam 

Foster (liam.foster@greatsankey.org). 

 

http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://www.corbettmaths.com/
mailto:liam.foster@greatsankey.org


 

Modern Languages 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

What will students study? 

In Year 7, we use the following courses: 

 French – Expo1 

 German – Echo 1 

 Spanish - ¡Mira! Express 1 

By the end of Year 7 students will have 

covered the following topics: 

 Personal information 

 Family and descriptions 

 House and home 

 Countries and nationalities 

 Hobbies 

 School 

 Town and local area 

 

Homework 

Year 7 students should receive around 1 hour 

(max 1 ½ hours) homework every two weeks. 

 

We recognise that students enjoy doing 

different types of activities, and we aim to 

address all learning styles and abilities. 

 

Typical homework tasks may include: 

 

 Drawing / labelling/ title pages / 

posters 

 Gap-fill activities 

 Short reading tasks (eg. true / false; 

find the French /German/Spanish; 

reading for comprehension and gist 

 Short writing tasks: simple sentences 

or short passages with a focus on 

accuracy 

 Word searches / crosswords 

 Drawing graphs (or similar) to show 

the results of surveys 

 Vocabulary learning (10 – 20 words) 

 Translations into and from the target 

language 

 Research tasks 

 Grammar exercises 

 
 

Skills students are expected to gain by the 

end of Year 7: 
 

Listening: Demonstrate understanding of main 

points and opinions from short passages using 

familiar vocabulary, short phrases and common 

verbs in the present tense, spoken clearly. 

Transcribe words correctly. 

Speaking: Ask and answer simple questions. 

Exchange opinions and give simple reasons. 

Take part in brief dialogues and conversations. 

Reading: Demonstrate understanding of main 

points and opinions in short texts using 

familiar language. Translate familiar words and 

short phrases into English. 

Writing: Write short texts for different 

purposes using mainly memorised language. 

Express opinions and give simple reasons. 

Translate simple sentences into the target 

language 
 

In the MFL department we aim to introduce and develop students’ ability to 

use a foreign language effectively for purposes of practical communication. 

The languages courses offer an insight into the culture and civilisation of the 

countries where the language is spoken and encourage positive attitudes to 

foreign languages learning. In so doing, students’ understanding of themselves 

and their own culture is enhanced, creating an awareness of the nature of 

language and language learning. Their language skills will develop throughout 

KS3 and hopefully into GCSE (and beyond!) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary 

The more vocabulary a student knows and can 

recognise, the more likely they are to succeed 

We recommend that students try to learn at least 

5 new words per week in addition to vocabulary set 

by their teacher. Language learning websites and 

apps are very useful for this! 

How to test your child on vocabulary 

 You say the English word and the student 

gives you the French/German/Spanish 

 You say the French/German/Spanish and 

they give you the English 

 Ask them to write the words down and then 

check spelling (including accents!) 

 Ask them to teach you the words 

 Ask them to teach you the correct 

pronunciation 

 

MFL Club 

 

There is an extra-curricular MFL club for 

Years 7 and 8 (Tuesdays 2.30 – 3.30) 

which is run by our Year 12 linguists. Each 

week they focus on a different language, 

country/culture. Please encourage your 

child to attend. 

 

Follow us on TWITTER! 

You can keep up to date with what is 

going on in the department as well as 

finding useful revision tips, links to 

interesting websites, facts and figures, 

cultural snippets, events etc. 

 



Year 7 Music 
Resources to support students and parents are available on our website www.sankeymusic.com. 

Support videos are available on our YouTube channel ‘Sankey Music’. 

Rhythmic Notation 

- identify basic note names and values 

 Identify and know the beat value of crotchets, quavers, minims, semiquavers and crotchet rests. 

 Identify basic rhythms by ear (multiple choice). 
 

- notate a range of rhythms by ear and divide beats into bars 

 Use bar lines to divide sheet music into four-beat bars . 

 Hear a rhythm and write it out using music notation (rhythmic dictation). 
 
Useful Websites: 
Learn the Note Names and Values: http://www.musictheoryvideos.com/grade-1-notes-rests/ 
Practise Rhythm Dictation: http://www.therhythmtrainer.com/ 

Pitch Notation 
- identify pitches on the stave and notes on the keyboard 
- notate short melodies accurately by ear using Do-Re-Mi-Fa-So 
 
Useful Websites 
Practise naming notes on the keyboard: http://www.musictheory.net/exercises/keyboard 
Practise naming notes on the stave: http://www.teachingfiles.co.uk/namethatnote2.htm 

Keyboard Performance 
- play a keyboard melody with one hand and change hand positions 
- play a keyboard piece accurately with both melody and chords 
 
Students will give a keyboard performance of New World Symphony.  
Worksheet is available to download at www.sankeymusic.com.  
Support videos to be uploaded to our YouTube channel soon. 

African Drumming 
- work effectively within a drum group and perform in time with others 
- switch fluently between rhythms and perform a solo confidently 
  
Students will learn about different textures (unison, call and response, polyrhythm), timbres (bass, slap and tap hits) 
and dynamics (piano, forte, crescendo, diminuendo) and will plan and perform rhythmic compositions in small 
groups using the above terminology. 

Notation Composition 
- write bars adding up to 4 beats and add keyboard pitches to them 
- write accurately on the stave using a range of pitches and rhythms 

Vocal Performance 
- sing accurately and work effectively within a vocal group 
- sing a solo part confidently and with good intonation 

 Ukulele Skills 
- change pitches and play a basic tune on one string 
- play a 4-chord strumming pattern and a tune on two strings 
Support resources available on the website and videos to be added to the YouTube channel soon. 

Our timetable of extra-curricular activities is also available on our website.  

http://www.sankeymusic.com/
http://www.musictheoryvideos.com/grade-1-notes-rests/
http://www.therhythmtrainer.com/
http://www.musictheory.net/exercises/keyboard
http://www.teachingfiles.co.uk/namethatnote2.htm
http://www.sankeymusic.com/


Y7 Physical Education at Great Sankey High School aims to develop the core skills 

that are needed to participate in a range of activities. Pupils experience a range of 

team and individual sports in order to provide them with broad and balanced 

opportunities.  

To help your child achieve their full potential in Physical Education there are a 

number of things you can do.  

 Join a club! 

Encourage your child to commit to an extra-curricular activity 

provided by the Great Sankey High School PE Department. All 

clubs run from 2.30pm-3.30pm and are completely free.  

GSHS Extra-curricular PE timetable 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Dance 
club,  

All years 

S
ta

ff
 m

e
e
ti
n
g
s
 

Netball club,  
All years 

 

Inter-house 
competition 
– as per 
calendar 

Fitness, 
All years 

Girls 
football, All 

years 

Boys football 
training, 

Y9/Y10/Y11 

Gym club, 
All years 

Basketball, 
All years 

Boys 
Rugby,  

All years 
  

Boys 
Football 
training, 
Y7 and 8 

Badminton, 
All years 

   

Please see any member of the PE department for more information. 

 

Be active with your children. 

There are many fun, free ways you can encourage your child to participate in physical 

activity, here are a few games you could try.  

 

Ultimate Frisbee: Take a Frisbee down to your local park, square off an area using 

jackets/bags, catch the Frisbee in the area – score a point. Remember, you can only take three 

steps while holding the Frisbee and must release it within 10 seconds.  

Stuck in the mud: When you are tagged, you must stand with your legs apart and arms out 

wide (like you are stuck in the mud) and cannot move until someone ducks under your arms.  

Balloon Volleyball: Blow up a balloon, clear a little space, decide an order of hitting, the 

challenge is to not let it hit the floor. You can adapt the rules e.g. hands only. Keep it 

interesting by changing the target e.g. last man standing (you are out if you let it drop – last 

man wins) or team rally (how many hits can you keep it off the floor for).  

 

Join a community club! 

Great Sankey Leisure Centre offers a 

range of clubs that your child can 

participate in.  

Penketh Panthers are a netball club 

who run from our sports hall every 

Monday 4.00-5.30pm.  

 

 

 

Tennis club. Putting our new facility 

to good use, your child can try their 

hand at tennis every Thursday 2.30-

3.30pm.  

There are many more opportunities 

available on the website: 

www.livewirewarrington.co.uk 

 

 

http://www.livewirewarrington.co.uk/


 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



General guidance for parents 

 

 



 

 



Attendance 

If students are to achieve their potential, good attendance and punctuality are critical.  The 

link between attendance and achievement is well documented. Figures from the 

Department for Education demonstrate this very clearly. 

We want all our students to achieve the very best examination results that they can.  Irregular attendance, 

can, however, have a significant impact on student achievement.  Students with irregular attendance… 

•Get behind with work 

•Lose the thread of the topics being taught 

•Become demotivated on return to school 

•Lose friendships 

•Miss out on important careers and guidance inputs 

•Miss out on extracurricular opportunities 

•Are less likely to feel part of the school 

Parents are legally responsible for ensuring their child attends school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What about holidays in term time? 

In September 1st 2013, changes to the law relating to school attendance came into force. 

This means that holidays in term time will not be authorised.  Full attendance is extremely 

important for the next five years of your child’s education. All subjects follow a lesson by 

lesson programme that does not allow for repetition and so a lesson missed has been 

effectively “lost” for ever.  

 

Medical & Dental appointments 

We ask parents/carers to make these outside school hours unless it is an emergency or 

urgent situation. Where they are unavoidable, we ask for a dated, signed note in advance. 

The learner must sign out at the relevant House Office before leaving the premises, and sign 

in again on return.  

Punctuality 

Registration takes place in form rooms at 8.25am. After this time a student will be marked 
late in the class register and on School Reports. Arrival after 9.00am legally is recorded as an 
unauthorised absence unless there are legitimate reasons provided by parent/carers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What equipment does my child need? 

In short, each day your child should bring the following:  

 

 A good sized bag for carrying books and equip-

ment 

 Student planner 

 A pencil case with stationery (pens, pencils, 

ruler, coloured pencils) & calculator 

 

The student planner 

Each student will be issued with a Student Planner free of charge on his or her first day. The purpose 

of it is to help a student organise their learning and enable parents / carers to communicate with 

staff.  There is a lot of useful information within the planner so please take a look.  There is a double 

page section for each school week to help students record their homework for the week. There is 

also a space for parents / carers and staff to communicate by writing notes. Please sign the planner 

each week so you can keep an eye on your child’s homework and general progress.  If your child 

loses their student planner, a new one must be purchased from their House Office. 

Homework 

A KS3 student is expected to receive on average 1 hour of homework per evening with up to 

5 hours of homework over a week.  Where homework has been completed, your child could 

do the following: 

 Silent reading – students should always have a reading book and should do at least 

30 minutes reading 

 Background research into work being completed at school 

 Current affairs – a careful selection of TV programmes and newspaper articles can 

help students to develop their thinking skills 

 Practice – playing a sport, musical instrument or sketching 

 Access to study websites such as:- 

Sam Learning 

My Maths 

Moodle 

BBC Bitesize 

Sites recommended by teacher 

 

 Books and equipment needed for 

that day according to his / her 

timetable 

 PE kit ( if he / she has PE on that 

day) 

 Scientific calculator 

 Reading book 



Behaviour for Learning 

Expectations of our Students 
 
Our staff, students and parents are a community working together. Our home school agreement draws to-
gether these three key elements of a successful school and parents are asked to support us fully in ensur-
ing that their children make a positive and successful contribution to our school community. There are 
common expectations of all students both in school and in our local community (see Home school Agree-
ment in your pack). 
 

In Lessons 
 
Students are expected to behave in a positive manner which enables teachers to teach and all students to 
learn to their full potential.  

 They should treat one another and other adults with respect and consideration.  

 They should aim for the highest standards, both personally and academically, arriving punctually, 
being fully prepared and working to the best of their ability at all times. 

 
  

Around School 
 

 Students should model good behaviour and respect for others at all times.  

 They should talk to others politely without shouting or using inappropriate language.  

 They should move around the corridors in a calm and orderly manner using the one –way system.  

 They should show care and consideration for others; be kind, help those in need and set a positive 
example at all times.  

 They should respect our school building; no chewing, smoking, graffiti or vandalism should be seen 
on school grounds at any time  

 They should eat in the designated dining rooms and areas, queue for food in a calm and orderly 
fashion and put litter in bins   

 

In our Community 
 
Our students will be regarded by us as representing our school at all times and the highest standards of 
conduct will be expected as part of our school and local community.  
Our students should behave appropriately on the way to and from school whether they are on public 
transport, school buses, walking or cycling.  
 

 

 


