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The Qualifications

During Year 10 and Year 11, 

your child will develop skills 

gained during Key Stage 3 

and study for the following 

GCSEs:

English Language and 

English Literature



Speaking and Listening

• Is an important component of the course – now reported 

separately.

– Undertaken during the two years

– The task is now one presentation and then Q and A session from 

the class.  

“I practise discussing 

my ideas as much as 

possible…”



Year 10-11 Exam Preparation
There are FOUR exams (all summer Year 11) :

English Language

– English Language Component 1 (40%) - Fiction
• Section A: 20th Century Reading (20%)

• Section B: Prose Writing (20%)

– English Language Component 2 (60%) – Non-fiction
• Section A: Reading 19th and 21st Century Non-fiction (30%)

• Section B: Transactional/Persuasive Writing (30%)

English Literature

All closed book.  All components worth 20% each

– English Literature Component 1 (2 hours 40%)
• Section A: Shakespeare 

• Section B: Poetry (anthology)

– English Literature Component 2 (60%)
• Section A: Post 1914 Drama

• Section B: 19th Century Prose

• Section C: Unseen Poetry



Tips for Success

• Reading skills -

encourage your child to:

– Read widely

• quality newspapers, 

letters, pamphlets, 

information / non-fiction 

texts as well as quality 

literature

– Have a wide knowledge of 

world affairs to aid 

understanding of texts

• Watch the news, 

documentaries or 

historical programmes 



Tips for Success

• Communication skills –

encourage your child to:

– Discuss what they are 

learning in school

• Give their ideas, views 

and opinions in detail

• Respond to, or empathise 

with, the ideas of others

• Argue their point of view

– Use a dictionary and 

thesaurus at home when 

writing homework (a phone 

is usually their first port of 

call and why not?!).



Independent Study

• Somewhere quiet at home 
for revision.

• Learning Resource Centre
– Books, newspapers, DVDs, CD-

Roms, etc (and they can order 
in resources especially!)

• Virtual Learning 
Environment
– SAM Learning, Moodle and 

Kerboodle are accessible from 
home and contain resources / 
activities / revision aids



Independent Study

• Internet

– See hand-out for key sites…

• Support Texts

– Critical guides available for 

most Literature texts from 

Waterstones, WH Smith 

Amazon (second hand is fine!).

– Free guides available online at:

– Sparknotes

– Schmoop

– BBC Bitesize 


