
The levels of 
processing model 
proposes memory 
is best understood 
in terms of 
processes rather
than structures or
functions



1 Shallow/structural 
processing

Superficial processing that is 
quick and requires minimal 
processing e.g. reading through 
notes

2 Phonetic processing An intermediate level of 
processing regarding 
judgements about sounds of 
words e.g. chanting notes and 
Key word testing with parents. 

3 Semantic processing A deep level of processing 
regarding meaning of words e.g. 
creating Mnemonics themselves 
to remember key materials





Not just rehearsal but what KIND…..

1 Maintenance 
rehearsal

simple rote repetition

2 Elaborative 
rehearsal

Analysing the meaning of the 
rehearsed material, and linking it 
with stored knowledge in Long Term 
Memory.

Higher Prior 
Attainers could 
well be OK at 
this level



What revision techniques enable elaborative 
rehearsal?

Key study summary 
to parents –

teach to test understanding





Flashcard Apps and websites 







A3 summary sheets and ‘crunching’ notes
‘crunching’ isn’t just simply re-writing notes but 
processing at a deeper level so they are concise and 
semantic to the student. 







What role does Motivation play?

Extrinsic

• Learning because of external 
rewards or fear of punishment

Intrinsic

• Sometimes referred to as self-
motivation.

• To learn for the joy of learning

• Internal self-worth and pursuit 
to better themselves




