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Your child is learning to read with Read Write Inc. 
Phonics, a very popular and successful literacy 
programme. This second booklet shows you how you 
can get your child off to a quick start.

Your child will learn to read in a very simple way.  
He or she will learn to: 
1.	 Read letters by their ‘sounds’
2.	 Blend these sounds into words
3.	 Read the words in a story.

Reading at 
home
Booklet 2

PhonicsPhonicsRead Write Inc
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How will my child learn to read? 
Your child will already have learnt to read:

•	 	Set 1 Speed Sounds: these are sounds written with one letter: 
m  a  s  d  t  i  n  p  g  o  c  k  u  b  f  e  l  h  r  j  v   
y  w  z  x and sounds written with two letters  
(your child will call these ‘special friends’): sh  qu  th  ng   
ch  nk  ck

•	 Words containing these sounds, by sound-blending,  
e.g. m–a–t  mat, c–a–t  cat, g–o–t  got, f–i–sh  fish,  
s–p–o–t  spot, b–e–s–t  best, s–p–l–a–sh  splash

•	 	Blending Books and Red, Green and Purple Storybooks.

Now, he or she will learn to read: 

•	 	Set 2 Speed Sounds: ay  ee  igh  ow  oo  oo  ar  or   
air  ir  ou  oy 

•	 	Words containing these sounds

•	 	Pink, Orange and Yellow Storybooks.

Next, he or she will learn to read:

•	 	Set 3 Speed Sounds: ea  oi  a-e  i-e  o-e  u-e  aw   
are  ur  er  ow  ai  oa  ew  ire  ear  ure  

•	 Words containing these sounds

•	 Blue and Grey Storybooks.
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1. Help your child read the Sets 2 and 3  
Speed Sounds
Your child will bring home the Set 2 or Set 3 Speed Sounds cards 
or a My Sets 2 and 3 Speed Sounds Book. 

Each sound has a picture and phrase to help your child 
remember the sound. For example: 

•	 �the sound ‘ay’ has the phrase ‘May I play?’ with a picture  
of children playing together

•	 �the sound ‘ee’ has the phrase ‘What can you see?’ with  
a picture of two boys in a tree.

fire, fire!

3. fire, hire, wire, spire, bonfire,
inspire, conspire

whirl and twirl

2. girl, bird, third, whirl, twirl, dirt

yawn at dawn

3. saw, raw, law, straw, dawn, paw,
crawl, jaw, claw, yawn

what can you see?

2. see, three, been, green, seen, keep,
need, sleep, feel

goat in a boat

3. toad, oak, road, cloak, throat, roast, toast,
loaf, coat, coal, coach

snail  in the rain

3. paid, snail, tail, drain, paint, Spain, chain,
train, rain, stain

chew the stew

3. new, knew, flew, blew, few, crew, newt,
screw, drew, grew, stew

that’s not fair

2. fair, stair, hair, air, lair, chair

may I play?

2. day, play, may, way, lay, say, tray, spray

huge brute

 3. tune, rude, huge, mule, brute, use, June,
dude, accuse, excuse

) ) ) ) ) ) )
) ) )

) )

phone home

3. home, hope, rose, spoke, note, broke, stole,
rope, those

) ) ) ) ) ) )
) )

) )

nice smile

 3. shine, white, fine, hide, smile, nice, wide, like,
mine, time

) ) ) ) ) ) ) )
) )

) )

shout it out

2. out, shout, loud, mouth, round, found

blow the snow

2. blow, snow, slow, show, kn ow, flow, glow

fly high

2. high, night, light, fright, bright, sight, might

toy for a boy

2. toy, boy, enjoy
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Using the Set 2 Speed Sounds cards
First, in the pack, find the sounds: ay  ee  igh  ow  oo

1.	 Picture side up, ask your child to say the phrase on each card, 
getting quicker each time.

2.	 Help your child to say the sounds on the letter side, getting 
quicker each time. If he or she forgets, turn back to the picture 
side. When your child can say the sounds without turning over 
to check, increase the speed!

3.	 Repeat with the sounds: oo  ar  or  air  ir  ou  oy and then mix 
these sound cards with the ones above. Keep practising until 
your child can read these 12 sounds quickly and confidently. 

Learning the Speed Sounds 
in the classroom.
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Using the Set 3 Speed Sounds cards
First, in the pack, find the sounds: ea  oi  a-e  i-e  o-e  u-e 

1.	Picture side up, ask your child to say the phrase on each card, 
getting quicker each time.

2.	Help your child to say the sounds on the letter side, getting 
quicker each time. If he or she forgets, turn back to the picture 
side. When your child can say the sounds without turning over 
to check, increase the speed!

3.	Repeat with the sounds: aw  are  ur  er  ow  ai  oa  ew  and then 
mix these sound cards with the ones above. Keep practising until 
your child can read these 14 sounds quickly and confidently.

4.	Repeat with the sounds: ire  ear  ure 

Using the My Sets 2 and 3 Speed Sounds Book
Ask your child to flick through the book and read the sounds as 
quickly as he or she can. If your child hesitates reading a sound, 
the picture is on the back as a reminder. Your child can also 
practise writing the sound on the same page.  

Read Write Inc

Phonics

Read Write Inc

Phonics

My Sets 2 and 3  
Speed Sounds 

Book

2

Name: 

Class: 

Read Write Inc

Phonics

Read Write Inc

Phonics

My Sets 2 and 3  
Speed Sounds Book

How to get in touch:

web www.oxfordprimary.co.uk

email primary.enquiries@oup.com

tel. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax +44 (0) 1865 313472
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This My Sets 2 and 3 Speed Sounds Book 
is for children to take home so they can 

practise the sounds and letters they  
have learnt with a parent or carer.

Read Write Inc. Phonics  
My Sets 2 and 3  
Speed Sounds Book 
Pack of 5
ISBN 978-0-19-837885-3
Pack of 30
ISBN 978-0-19-837884-6  

837885_RWI SPEED_SOUNDS_BOOK 2_CVR.indd   All Pages 18/03/2016   15:11

Practise reading and writing sounds in 
My Sets 2 and 3 Speed Sounds Book.

TTurnbull
Rectangle
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2. Help your child read the Storybooks
Black and White Storybooks
Your child will continue to bring 
home a Read Write Inc. Phonics  
black and white Storybook. This is  
a copy of the colour version he or 
she will have read at school. 

Your child will have read this story 
three times with their reading 
teacher, so should be able to read 
the story confidently. 

A brief explanation of how to follow the activities  
is included in the books.

Book Bag Books
Your child may also bring home a Book Bag 
Book. This book builds upon the ideas and 
many of the words in the Storybook he or 
she has just read. Your child will need more 
support in reading this book. 

Again, explanations of how to use the 
activities are included in the books. 



7

How to listen to your child read

•	 Do not read the book aloud before your child reads it to you.

•	 Ask your child to read the sounds and words before he or she 
reads the story.

•	 When your child reads the story, ask him or her to sound out 
the words that he or she can’t read automatically. Don’t allow 
your child to struggle too much. Praise your child when he or 
she succeeds.

•	 Read back each sentence or page to keep the plot moving. 
(Your child’s energy is going into reading the words not  
the story.)

•	 Do not ask your child to guess the word by using the pictures.

•	 Do it all with patience and love!

We have a storytime every day at school so children develop  
a love of stories. We hope that you will do the same by reading 
a bedtime story to your child every night. We have wonderful 
books in school for you to borrow.
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https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/ 
has many videos to help you help your child. 
For more information on Read Write Inc., please talk to 
the Read Write Inc. manager in your child’s school or 
visit www.readwriteinc.com. 

Booklet 2 shows you how to help 
your child practise reading:
•	 Sets 2 and 3 Speed Sounds
•	 Pink, Orange, Yellow, Blue  

and Grey Storybooks. 

Glossary
Fred Talk – sounding out the word before reading (blending)

sound-blending – putting sounds together to make a word, 
e.g. c–a–t  cat

special friends – sounds written with more than one letter, 
e.g. sh, ng, qu, ch

Speed Sounds – the individual sounds that make up words

Read stories to your child 
with feeling! The more you 
love the story, the more 
your child will love reading.

web	 www.oxfordprimary.com

email	 primary.enquiries@oup.com

tel	 +44 (0)1536 452610

www.oup.com

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/

