
 History Policy  

  

In school we will help all children to develop an understanding of time, place, people and events through the effective teaching 
and learning of the knowledge skills and understanding of history. We will use the National Curriculum History Guidelines as the 
basis for our scheme of work and we will make meaningful links with the other subjects of the curriculum. Our aim is to ignite a 
curiosity to learn about the past that will help children understand who they are and how their environment and the world has 
changed over time. 
 
INTENT 

1. To help all children develop a sense of the past.  
2. To enable children to learn about famous people and their impact on our lives. 
3. To develop children’s knowledge and understanding of the growth and development of our nation and its relationship 

with the rest of the world. 
4. To develop children’s skills as historians to enable them to research and discover the past. 

 
IMPLEMENTATION 

1. We will begin the teaching of history in Foundation Stage as the children begin developing their knowledge skills and 
understanding of the world by starting with the most recent past. We will use photographs, artefacts, visits out into the 
locality, and by talking to older people about ‘then and now’ 

2. Strong links will be made with the teaching of English. Stories, plays and poems set in different periods of history will be 
shared with the children, and the vocabulary that children are exposed to will be broad in order to develop their spoken 
language.  

3. History will become a stimulus and a springboard for the development of oracy, writing and for the development of 
thinking and reasoning skills. 

4. As they become older, the children will learn about at least one of the different periods of history set out in the history 
guidelines of the National Curriculum. 

5. Art, design technology, drama will be closely linked with history as children use these subjects to communicate what they 
have learnt. 

6. On every appropriate occasion teachers will use first-hand experience, visits, visitors, artefacts and the local and wider 
environment to engage children’s interest and imagination, including through Residential’s that start off in the local area 
and build up to the wider environment in UKS2.  

7. Through their understanding of the past and of lives in different conditions children will be encouraged to develop their 
feelings and ‘empathy’ for others. 

8. Through their understanding of the past children will be helped to develop an understanding of their identity as a British 
subject. 

9. Children will learn about development of democracy, our government, the Monarchy, citizenship, and the Law. They will 
learn about rights and responsibilities, moral, social and environmental issues. 

10. We will use financial resources to build up an extensive collection of resources, artefacts and books to support the 
teaching of history and build up children’s knowledge and understanding.  

11. Teachers will assess children’s learning in History through formative and summative judgements by; asking questions, 
observing learners during lessons, observing pupils solving practical problems and listening to pupils’ discussions. Work 
will be marked regularly and frequently and pupils will be given appropriate, clear feedback which tells them how well 
they have done and what they need to do next to improve.  

12. The History leader will support the teaching and learning of History by; providing strategic leadership and direction, 
monitoring progress and standards across the school, reviewing and revising the history policy, monitoring and 
supporting teachers in the teaching of history, keeping staff up to date on new developments in history, monitoring the 
effectiveness of the planning and development of history, auditing, monitoring the effective and appropriate use of 
resources and obtaining new resources. 

13. Assessment will be based on key skills and essential knowledge and understanding within the History NC programme of 
study.  A portfolio of work from Y1 to Y6 will build up to show examples of the range of work done and evidence of 
progression as well as capturing pupils voice.  

 
IMPACT 
History will be fun. It will be used to promote excellence and enjoyment; it will have a strong presence in the ethos of the school 
through LOTC, displays, performances, music, drama and assemblies. Members of the community will be encouraged to join in 
the teaching and learning of history. Pupils will develop an understanding of changes over time in people, places, landscape and 
culture. They will know about different periods in our history, people who brought about change and significant developments 
that changed Britain and the world. 
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