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3rd March 2021,
Dear Parents/ Carers, 

Return to school plans for Monday 8th March

As you will be aware schools in England have been asked to reopen for all pupils on Monday 8th March and we cannot wait to welcome everyone back. 
On our return to school we will be continuing with the start and finish times that have had in place in Autumn Term. School will be opening from 8:30am every day. Children can come into school between 8:30-9:00am. This will mean there will be enough space for social distancing as children and parents arrive at school. The times for the end of the school day will be Monday to Thursday 2:30-3:00pm. On Fridays children can be collected between 1:30-2:00pm. This earlier finish allows school to have a deeper clean before the following week. Please can parents let school know in advance if they require provision until 3pm on Fridays. As school is closing earlier on a Friday, there will be no Afternoon Nursery group on Fridays. All children still need to be picked up by 3:00pm on Monday to Thursday and 2:00pm on Fridays or the Late Collection Policy will be implemented. 
Children will be dropped off and picked up in their usual places:
	Year Group
	Drop off / Pick up 

	Nursery
	Nursery Classroom

	Reception
	Reception Classroom

	Year 1
	Y1 Classrooms

	Year 2
	Main entrance

	Year 3
	Back of the Y3 Classroom near the field

	Year 4
	School Hall

	Year 5
	Shelter Area near Y1

	Year 6
	Main entrance


Leadership and Year Group staff will be available in the playground at drop off and pick up times to help support families and answer any questions. 

The safety of pupils and staff is our primary concern as all children return to school and therefore we will be keeping to the rules and routines we have had in place since September 2020.
Year Group Bubbles

All children and staff will be kept in a ‘Year Group bubble’. Break times and lunch times will be in the ‘bubble’ so children and staff will not be mixing with other children in a different ‘bubble’. This plan is to help to reduce the risk of transmission of the virus. 
Uniform
Children will be expected to wear school uniform and black shoes not trainers. If children are in need of new uniform the uniform shops in Rochdale are open but with a click and collect service. Also please remember most supermarkets currently stock uniform. Parents will be informed of their child’s PE day and on this day children can come to school wearing their PE clothes. All PE lessons will be outside until further notice following the guidance from the Department of Education.
 

Hand washing 
Children DO NOT need to bring in their own hand sanitiser. As a school we have plenty of hand sanitisers in ALL classrooms as well as at Hand Sanitising Stations around the school, including outside the Dinner Centre. Children will be told to wash their hands and sanitise regularly throughout the day as part of their normal classroom routine. 
 

Breakfast Club Provision
There will be no breakfast club provision in school when we return on 8th March This will be something we are constantly reviewing and once we feel we are able to provide the service safely under the guidance given, we will let parents/carers know. 
Visitors and Parents/Carers in School
No visitors or parents/carers will be able to come into school without a prior appointment. If you need to speak to a member of staff, please phone the main office to arrange an appointment.

School Dinners
In order to ensure that we have social distancing in the Dining Centre children will continue to have alternative weeks of hot meals and packed lunches until further notice. Hot meals will be In the Dining Centre and packed lunches will be in the classrooms. Reception children will go to the Dining Centre to have a hot meals every day. 

Attendance

Please note that it is a statutory requirement from Monday 8th March for your child to attend school. We will be continuing to monitor attendance using our usual attendance procedures from this date. We are aware that some children have been aboard during this latest lockdown. If your child or anyone in your household has travelled out of the UK since 18th December 2020 please phone school and inform the office staff of when you travelled and which countries you have travelled to. If you are currently out of the country and will not be back in the UK for Monday 8th March please also contact school to explain when you will be returning to Rochdale.
Staff Lateral Flow Tests

School staff will be taking part in twice weekly lateral flow tests as advised by the government. This will help will to identify anyone who may be asymptomatic and reduce the risk of transmission of the virus. 

Finally it is important to start talking to your child about their return to school. We understand that some children may be anxious and we will do all we can to alleviate these fears on their return. We have an excellent Pastoral Team who will support your children as necessary. Each day teachers will have a PSHE lesson in order to address any concerns or worries and hopefully make children feel less anxious on their return to school. Although enabling our children to catch up on missed education our priority is firstly getting everyone safely and settled back into school.
Kind regards, 

Mrs S Hartley

Executive Headteacher Greenbank Primary and Howard Street Nursery
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