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The Railways

Railway Art

Many artists painted scenes of railway stations and trains as
there was huge public interest in the world of locomotives.

‘A Railway Terminus' by Henry Carr, 1941, shows
St Pancras station and what it was like living in
wartime London.

‘Taking on Water' by Thomas Bury, 1831,
shows a train stopping to fill up on water for its
onward journey.

Many people throughout history have had strong feelings,

both good and bad, towards

Positives

and railway lines.

Negatives

Allows people to visit different
places in the country.

Spoils the beautiful countryside.

Features, such as railway stations
and bridges, enhance the scenery.

Allows goods to be transported
quicker to stores for the customer.

Concerns over the safety of
people travelling on trains.

Types of Engi

Steam - Works by burning coal and making steam
in a boiler which is used to power the pistons to
turn the wheels.

Diesel - Diesel is mixed with oxygen and squashed
which creates a very high temperature. This causes
an explosion which is used to power the engine.

Electric - Overhead lines power the trains with
electricity.

High-Speed Trains - These trains have special
tracks, carriages and wagons. They can travel
between 125mph and 177mph.

British Rail

1914 The government took control of all British railways and
continued to manage them until 1921.
All railways were grouped into four main companies:
+ Great Western Railway
1923 | . London, Midland & Scottish Railway
+ London & North Eastern Railway
+ Southern Railway
1948 All railways were nationalised and the Big Four
companies were merged to form British Rail.
1994~ | British Rail was privatised over three years and has
1997 | been run by separate companies ever since.




