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How this Policy was Developed

This policy was developed from consultation with staff.  Governors’ and parents’ comments were also sought. 

School Context

Grove Road Community Primary School has around 320 pupils on roll.  It is situated in an area of council and privately owned rented accommodation in a less affluent part of Harrogate (designated an area of social priority).  Children come from both single and dual parent families and a wide range of ethnic backgrounds with over 30% of the children having English as an additional language.  The proportion of pupils with statements for special needs is above average, as is the number of children at school action and school action plus. Most of these learners have social, emotional or behavioural problems or specific learning difficulties and there are a few with moderate learning difficulties or speech and communication or physical problems. The school is an enhanced school to support schools and learners in the local area with behavioural, emotional and social difficulties. Grove Road is also a hub school to develop minority ethnic achievement in Primary and Secondary schools in a large area of the County.

Context
“Every child deserves the best possible start in life and support to their full potential. A child’s experience in the early years has a major impact on their future life chances. A secure safe and happy childhood is important in its own right, and it provides the foundation for children to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up. When parents choose to use early years services they want to know the provision will keep their children safe and help them to thrive. The Early Years Foundation Stage is the framework that provides that assurance.”

Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Framework, Department for Education (DfE), published 14th July 2025, effective from 1st September 2025. This Policy is in accordance with the statutory framework for the EYFS. The framework covers the education and care of all children in early years provision, including children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). 
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to the end of the Reception year. In our school, we have a Nursery which children can attend from 3. Children start Reception with a transition period where time spent in school increases to full time. This is a flexible induction period which parents may decide to extend if appropriate.
The EYFS is based upon four guiding principles:

· A Unique Child 
· Positive Relationships

· Enabling Environments 
· Learning and Development
A Unique Child
At Grove Road School we recognise that every child is a competent learner who can be resilient, capable, confident and self assured. We recognise that children develop in individual ways, at varying rates. Children’s attitudes and dispositions to learning are influenced by feedback from others; we use praise and encouragement, as well as celebration/ sharing assemblies and rewards, to encourage children to develop a positive attitude to learning.

Inclusion
We value the diversity of individuals within the school and do not discriminate against children because of ‘differences’. All children at Grove Road Community Primary School are treated fairly regardless of race, religion or abilities. All children and their families are valued within our school. 
In our school we believe that all our children matter. We give our children every opportunity to achieve their best. We do this by taking account of our children’s range of life experiences when planning for their learning.
In the EYFS we set realistic and challenging expectations that meet the needs of our children. We achieve this by planning to meet the needs of boys and girls, children with special educational needs, children who are more able, children with disabilities, children from all social and cultural backgrounds, children of different ethnic groups and those from diverse linguistic backgrounds.

We meet the needs of all our children through:

· planning opportunities that build upon and extend children’s knowledge, experience and interests, and develop their self-esteem and confidence;

· using a wide range of teaching strategies based on children’s learning needs;

· providing a wide range of opportunities to motivate and support children and to help them to learn effectively; 

· providing a safe and supportive learning environment in which the contribution of all children is valued;

· using resources which reflect diversity and are free from discrimination and stereotyping;

· planning challenging activities for children whose ability and understanding are in advance of their language and communication skills;

· monitoring children’s progress and taking action to provide support as necessary.

It is important to us that all children in the school are ‘safe’. We aim to educate children on boundaries, rules and limits and to help them understand why they exist. We provide children with choices to help them develop this important life skill. Children should be allowed to take risks, but need to be taught how to recognise and avoid hazards. 

We aim to protect the physical and psychological well being of all children. 
British Values

At Grove Road Community Primary School, the strong ethos we have, the positive relationships we have within our school community and the effective Personal, Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural education we provide for our children, ensures the promotion of British Values.
 
We actively seek to challenge and to change any behaviour, opinions or attitudes within our community which are contrary to the promotion of British Values.

 
As a school we are committed to promoting British Values in order to ensure that all our children ‘develop and demonstrate skills and attitudes that will allow them to participate fully in and contribute positively to life in modern Britain.’

The fundamental British Values of democracy, rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance for those with different faiths and beliefs are embedded within the EYFS. As practitioners, it is our duty to demonstrate what this means in practice. We can encourage children to see their role in the bigger picture, encourage children to know that their views count, value each other’s views and values and talk about their feelings.
 

 Just some of the ways in which we ensure this happens are through;

· Circle time, where all children experience have a voice that is listened to, work collaboratively and cooperatively with others.
· Personal, Health, Social, Citizenship and Emotional (PHSCE) education opportunities where all children are encouraged to develop positive attitudes, knowledge and skills which enable them to make relationships, recognise and manage their emotions, look after themselves, understand and respect themselves and others, achieve good physical and mental health and make a positive contribution to their school and community.
· Religious Education curriculum and enrichment activities which offer all children opportunities to appreciate, explore and understand different faiths and beliefs.
· The use of teaching materials, resources and experiences which actively promote British Values, different cultures and faiths and seek to challenge discriminatory or prejudicial views.

Welfare & Safeguarding Requirements – Section 3 (Statutory Framework for the EYFS)
“Children learn best when they are healthy, safe and secure, when their individual needs are met and when they have positive relationships with the adults caring for them.”

At Grove Road Community Primary School we understand that we are legally required to comply with certain welfare requirements as stated in the Statutory Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage 2025 (effective September 2025). We understand that we are required to: 

· Safeguard the children
· Ensure the adults who have contact with children are suitable.

· Promote good health

· Support and understand behaviour

· Maintain records, policies and procedures

Pupil Premium/Vulnerable Groups
The key purpose of the Pupil Premium allocation is to narrow the gap between pupils considered to be disadvantaged though low-income, and all other pupils, by addressing inequalities and targeting support at these pupils. From April 2012 any pupil eligible for Free School Meals at any time in the preceding 6 years also attracts Pupil Premium funding, as deprivation at earlier stages of education is perceived to impact upon learning and prior attainment, regardless of the current parental income situation. A number of other factors indicate risk of low achievement and are higher than average within our school population. Whatever the barriers to achievement facing pupils, we are committed to every child achieving and attaining to their maximum capability. We plan the use of our pupil premium funding very carefully. Our choices are informed by evidence from previous years and cohorts which have shown that these are successful at overcoming many of the barriers to learning.
Children who qualify as Pupil Premium/Vulnerable are immediately identified and made known to all relevant staff. Pupil Premium individual discussion sheets are completed termly. Additional time is allocated to observe and assess Pupil Premium children. Parents are supported if necessary by staff to apply for Pupil Premium funding.

Vulnerable children are known to all relevant staff and their progress and well-being is monitored carefully.
Positive Relationships
At Grove Road Community Primary School we recognise that children learn to be strong and independent from secure relationships. We aim to develop caring, respectful, professional relationships with the children and their families. 
Parents as Partners

We believe that parents are children’s first and most enduring educators and we value the contribution they make. We recognise the role that parents have played, and their future role, in educating the children. We do this through:

· talking to parents about their child before their child starts in our Nursery or school;

· the teacher offers to visit all children in their home setting prior to their starting Nursery or school;

· the children have the opportunity to spend time with their teacher before starting school during the Summer term and ‘Welcome day’;

· inviting all parents to an induction meeting during the term before their child starts school;

· offering parents regular opportunities to talk about their child’s progress and allowing free access to the children’s ‘Learning Journey’ book;

· encouraging parents to talk to the child’s teacher if there are any concerns. In school, there is a formal meeting for parents twice a year at which the teacher and the parent discuss the child’s progress in private with the teacher. In Nursery, there are ‘Parent chats’ that take place each term to discuss how their child has settled and progress. In Reception, parents receive a report on their child’s attainment and progress at the end of each school year;

· arranging a range of activities throughout the year that encourage collaboration between child, school and parents: trips, booktime , coffee mornings.
· providing space in the children’s ‘Learning Journey’ booklets for parent to leave comments relating to the children’s achievements.

Role of the Adult

All staff involved with the EYFS aim to develop good relationships with all children, interacting positively with them and taking time to listen to them. At our school the EYFS teacher acts a ‘key worker’ to all children in EYFS, supported by the Teaching Assistant. In Nursery, the children are allocated a ‘key worker’ who is their teacher or their Nursery Nurse. Nursery and Reception have strong links & have EYFS staff meetings on a termly basis to discuss any issues. The Reception teacher meets with Nursery staff to discuss the new intake of children. Staff and children from Nursery are regular invited to school events (Christmas productions, Assemblies etc). Where children come to Reception from other settings, the Reception Teacher visits either their current provision to support transititon.
Enabling Environments
At Grove Road Community Primary School we recognise that the environment plays a key role in supporting and extending the children’s development. This begins by observing the children and assessing their interests, development and learning, before planning challenging but achievable activities and experiences to extend the children’s learning. Outstanding curriculum planning for Early Years is tailored to individual needs and maximises children’s interests. It is grounded in the EYFS Framework and is differentiated by age and stage of development. It is flexible and responsive and is informed by ongoing assessment. 
Planning

The Planning within the EYFS follows the schools’ Long Term Plan and Medium Term Plans (MTP’s), which are based around half termly themes. Topics are a great way to fire the imagination and are a useful starting point to learn new things. Topics remain deliberately skeletal to allow flexibility and reflect the needs and interests of that specific cohort. All weekly plans remain a working document. Differentiation is reflected in intervention groups, questioning and outcomes. Observations regularly inform planning.
In the Moment Planning

We put the individual child at the centre of everything we do. We understand that play based learning is the key to successful, happy, confident and resilient learners of the future. During the week, staff look at the next steps for each of the focus children and tailor their interactions accordingly. They challenge and question where appropriate at the level that is right for that child. Adults move the child’s learning forward there and then. We believe all staff are teachers and every interaction is an opportunity for a ‘teachable moment’. They use the words, teaching definitions and guidance set out in OFSTED’s document ‘Playing and Interacting in the Early Years’ as a touch point for their verbal and written interactions. These observations are collected on the focus child’s sheet and then discussed with parents in order to share their child’s learning and progress.
Assessment

We make regular formative and summative assessments of children’s learning and we use this information to ensure that future planning reflects identified needs. Assessment in the EYFS takes the form of observation, and this involves the teacher and other adults as appropriate. 
At Grove Road Community Primary School, we use the Scholarpack to record judgements against the EYFS Profile. Within the final term of the EYFS, we provide a written summary to parents, reporting their progress against the ELG’s and assessment scales. 
Practitioners can use observational assessment to understand children’s learning which is shared using Seesaw. Practitioners watch, listen and interact as children engage in everyday activities, events and experiences, and demonstrate their specific knowledge, skills and understanding. Observational assessment is the most reliable way of building up an accurate picture of children’s development and learning. This is especially true where the attainment demonstrated is not dependent on overt adult support. Observational assessment is central to understanding what children really know and can do. 
Some observations will be planned but some may be a spontaneous capture of an important moment. It is likely that observations of everyday activities will provide evidence of attainment in more than one area of learning. Observational assessment doesn’t need prolonged breaks from interaction with children, or excessive written recording. It is likely to be interwoven with high quality interactions or conversations in words or sign language with children about their activities and current interests.
Our assessment is made up of:

· Baseline 

Reception complete the statutory RBA and is completed within the first 6 weeks of the child starting within the setting. The Leuven scales for well-being and involvement help staff to establish the engagement of the child.
· Seesaw
· Focus child Assessment 
‘Teaching should not be taken to imply a ‘top down’ or formal way of working. It is a broad term which covers the many different ways in which adults help young children learn. It includes their interactions with children during planned and child-initiated play and activities: communicating and modelling language, showing, explaining, demonstrating, exploring ideas, encouraging, questioning, recalling, providing a narrative for what they are doing, facilitating and setting challenges. It takes account of the equipment they provide and the attention to the physical environment as well as the structure and routines of the day that establish expectations. Integral to teaching is how practitioners assess what children know, understand and can do as well as take account of their interests and dispositions to learning (characteristics of effective learning), and use this information to plan children’s next steps in learning and monitor their progress.’ OFSTED
Parents and carers are sent home a letter and camera the week before their child is the focus for the following week. It asks what they would like to find out about their child’s learning, concerns or worries. It also asks if there is anything of significance going on at home. Staff then use this information during the child’s focus week to help personalise their learning. Scholarpack is used by staff to identify gaps in learning and areas of the curriculum to focus on. The camera is to be used over the weekend by the child and their family to take photos for the child to go through with staff the following week. Parents are then asked to attend a meeting with teaching staff the week following their child’s focus week. The information, observations and learning will be discussed and then used to plan for future learning and development. This may include next steps that parents will focus on at home.
Moderation
We moderate our judgements internally once a term and externally three times a year. This helps to ensure consistency and high standards throughout our EYFS.
The Learning Environment 
Our environment is very important and is reflected upon daily. Staff encourage children to choose what they would like to do indoors and out. Adults model how to respect, play with and look after our resources. The vast majority of what the children can see on shelves and around the learning environment is available to play with at all times. While resources are changed periodically (possibly after they have been introduced to a focus child or small group, or to reflect emerging interests of the children). Our learning environment is kept ‘clutter’-free which enables good tidying and respect of our resources. Staff know that they are showing children how to learn, rather than what to learn.

We aim for our environment to be “vibrant and rich. Activities are extremely well thought through so that all areas of learning are catered for. Activities excite and inspire children to learn.” OFSTED Handbook.
The EYFS classroom is organised to allow children to explore and learn securely and safely. There are areas where the children can be active, be quiet and rest. The classroom is set up in learning areas, where children are able to find and locate equipment and resources independently. Both Nursery and Reception classes have their own enclosed outdoor areas. This has a positive effect on the children’s development. Being outdoors offers opportunities for doing things in different ways and on different scales than when indoors. It offers the children the opportunity to explore, use their senses and be physically active and exuberant.  We plan activities and resources for the children to access outdoors which help the children to develop in all 7 areas of learning.
Learning and Development

At Grove Road Community Primary School we recognise that children learn and develop in different ways and at different rates. We value all areas of learning and development equally and understand that they are inter connected. 

Teaching and Learning Style

Our policy on teaching and learning defines the features of effective teaching and learning in our school. These features apply to teaching and learning in the EYFS just as much as they do to the teaching in Key Stage 2. Features that relate to the EYFS are:

· the partnership between teachers and parents, so that our children feel secure at school and develop a sense of well-being and achievement;

· the understanding that teachers have of how children develop and learn, and how this affects their teaching;

· the range of approaches used that provide first-hand experiences, give clear explanations, make appropriate interventions and extend and develop play and talk or other means of communication;

· the carefully planned curriculum that helps children work towards the Early Learning Goals throughout EYFS;

· the provision for children to take part in activities that build on and extend their interests and develop their intellectual, physical, social and emotional abilities;

· the encouragement for children to communicate and talk about their learning, and to develop independence and self-management;

· the support for learning with appropriate and accessible indoor and outdoor space, facilities and equipment;

· the identification of the progress and future learning needs of children through observations, which are shared with parents;

· the good relationships between our school and the settings that our children experience prior to joining our school;
Three characteristics of effective teaching and learning are:

· Playing and exploring- children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’

· Active Learning- children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements.

· Creating and thinking critically- children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.

Playing and Exploring
“Children’s play reflects their wide ranging and varied interests and preoccupations. In their play children learn at their highest level. Play with peers is important for children’s development.”

Through play our children explore and develop learning experiences, which help them make sense of the world. They practise and build up ideas, and learn how to control themselves and understand the need for rules. They have the opportunity to think creatively alongside other children as well as on their own. They communicate with others as they investigate and solve problems. They express fears or re-live anxious experiences in controlled and safe situations.

Active Learning

“Children learn best through physical and mental challenges. Active learning involves other people, objects, ideas and events that engage and involve children for sustained periods.”

Active learning occurs when children are motivated and interested. Children need to have some independence and control over their learning. As children develop their confidence they learn to make decisions. It provides children with a sense of satisfaction as they take ownership of their learning.

Creating and thinking critically
“When children have opportunities to play with ideas in different situations and with a variety of resources, they discover connections and come to new and better understandings and ways of doing things. Adult support in this process enhances their ability to think critically and ask questions.”

Children should be given the opportunity to be creative through all areas of learning, not just through the arts. Adults can support children’s thinking and help them to make connections by showing genuine interest, offering encouragement, clarifying ideas and asking open questions. Children can access resources freely and are allowed to move them around the classroom to extend their learning.

Areas of Learning
The EYFS is made up of 7 areas of learning and development. Three areas are particularly crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building their capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive. These 3 prime areas are:
· Communication & Language
· Physical Development

· Personal, Social and Emotional Development

There are 4 specific areas through which the prime areas are strengthened and applied. The 4 specific areas are:

· Literacy

· Mathematics

· Understanding the World

· Expressive Arts & Design

None of these areas can be delivered in isolation from the others. All areas are delivered through a balance of adult led and child initiated activities. In each area there are Early Learning Goals (ELG's) that define the expectations for most children to reach by the end of the EYFS.
Phonics & Reading
In Reception, daily discrete Phonics lessons are taught and opportunities to apply learning are provided within provision. We use Letters and Sounds, Jolly Phonics & Bug clubto support teaching and learning. At Grove Road, we believe it is important to nurture a love of reading initially before introducing key skills and concepts. Individual readers will be heard twice a week. (Please see EYFS Curriculum vision for English)
Writing

Opportunities to write are provided in all areas of provision with staff scaffolding and modelling where appropriate. The method of ‘story scribing’ is used within child initiated play to build confidence and show purpose to the writing process. Guided Writing is used within Reception to teach key concepts.

Maths

In Reception, discrete maths lessons occur daily either as a whole class or within differentiated groups. We use the Maths Mastery approach using White Rose documents as a basis for our planning. (Please see EYFS Curriculum vision for Maths)
Monitoring and review

It is the responsibility of the EYFS staff to follow the principles stated in this policy.

There is a named Governor responsible for the EYFS. This governor will discuss EYFS practice with the practitioners regularly and provide feedback to the whole governing body, raising any issues that require discussion.

The Head teacher and subject coordinators will carry out monitoring on the EYFS as part of the whole school monitoring schedule.

