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Geography Coverage, Knowledge and Skills Overview (2023-2024).

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	EYFS
	Special people.  Weather.  Stories. (see bottom of the page).

	Year 1
	All About Me

	Around the world
	Let’s visit Australia

	Year 2
	Let’s explore London

	Let’s go to the jungle
	Map makers

	Year 3
	Countries of the world


	Investigating India


	The River Nile

	Year 4
	Village settlers 
	Spain and Catalonia


	Volcanoes

	Year 5
	Mountains

	North America
	Water World

	Year 6
	Exploring Brazil
	Japan today


	Extreme Earth


	KS1 POS
	Years 1 and 2
	Year 1
	Year 2

	
	Local Geography (annual unit)
	All About Me
	Around the World
	Visit Australia
	Let’s explore London
	Let’s go to the jungle
	Map makers

	name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles  
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language to describe the location of features and routes on a map
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; use and construct basic symbols in a key
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	KS2 POS
	All Year Groups
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	
	Local Geography (annual unit)
	Countries of the world
	Investigating India
	The River Nile
	Village Settlers
	Spain and Catalonia
	Volcanoes
	Mountains
	North America
	Water World
	Exploring Brazil
	Japan Today 
	Extreme Earth

	locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	describe and understand key aspects of: physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Describe and understand human geography including types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Locational Knowledge
	· Know the world is split into seven land masses called continents
· Explain the difference between a continent and a country
· Locate the UK on a world map
· Name and locate the four countries and capital cities of the UK on a map or globe
· Name the seven continents and a country from each

· Name the states and territories in Australia
	· Name and locate continents and oceans on a world map or globe
· Locate the capital cities of the UK on a map
· Identify and locate cloud forests 

· Name, describe and locate city landmarks

	· Make comparisons between the seven continents
· Name and locate several different countries in each continent

· Name and locate some major capital cities of the world 

· Locate the equator and the North and South Poles

· Locate specific rivers and mountains on maps of countries
	· Identify modern settlements developed from early settlements
· Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom

· Name and locate Spain on a world map

· Name and locate an autonomous region in Spain (Catalonia)

· Identify the different hemispheres on a map

· Locate the capital city of Hawaii on a world map
· Name and locate countries and continents that sit on different tectonic plates from a range of maps
	· Identify and locate the countries and capital cities of North America
· Describe key geographical features of the UK and its countries

· Identify and name the counties of the UK
· Identify and name the major rivers of the UK
· Name and locate major mountain ranges of the world
	· Name and label Brazil, its capital city and neighbouring countries and ocean on a world map
· Locate and label Japan, it’s capital city, main islands, neighbouring countries and body of water on a world map

· Name and locate some places of extreme temperature on a world map

	Vocabulary
	Africa    Antarctic

Antarctica Arctic

Asia   Atlantic    
Australia    Belfast   Brazil    Capitals   Cardiff    China  Continents    country    Edinburgh   England    Europe    France   Indian   Kenya

London     North America  

Northern Ireland

Oceans    Pacific

Scotland     South America   United Kingdom  USA   Wales
	Consolidating Year 1 plus:
Equator         Cameroon

Mount Archer National Park

Iran     Brazil

Madhya Pradesh, India
Monteverde, Costa Rica

River Thames

Buckingham Palace

Houses of Parliament

London Eye     Big Ben

Tower Bridge    Monument


	Consolidating previous years plus:

  Australasia and Oceana  

South Asia    Arabian Sea

Bay of Bengal  Himalayas   Karakoram Range

Vindhyas Range   Aravali Range

Eastern and Western Ghats

Ganges River   Narmada River   River Nile     Border  
Name and locate  (including capital cities): 
     Algeria     Canada     Egypt     Kazakhstan       Russia       Myanmar      New Zealand      South Africa      Bolivia     Argentina     Peru      Mexico    USA    Spain   India

Additional cities :  Athens, Nairobi, Canberra, New Delhi  

	Consolidating previous years plus:

Barcelona   Toledo    La Rioja    Andalucía    Catalonia    Gran Canaria   Valencia    autonomy 
Portugal   Andorra   Gibraltar   Tagus River   Ebro River

Pyrenees Mountains

Northern hemisphere  Southern hemisphere  

Mount Vesuvius, Italy
Mount Fuji, Japan

Cotopaxi, Ecuador

Krakatau, Indonesia

‘Ring of Fire’    Hawaii   Honolulu
	Consolidating previous years plus:

Guatemala     El Salvador     Costa Rica     Belize     Honduras     Nicaragua     Panama    Cuba     Jamaica    Haiti     Dominican Republic
The Bahamas     

St Kitts and Nevis

St Vincent and Grenadines

Grenada    Dominica    Barbados      St Lucia

Antigua and Barbuda

Trinidad and Tobago

Grand Canyon   

Panama Canal

Niagra Falls

North Sea     Irish Sea

English Channel 

Celtic Sea

County (name all counties and some major cities of the UK)

River Severn/ Trent/ Wye 
The Alps, The Rockies, The Grampians, The Andes

Mount Everist  Ben Nevis  Kilimanjaro    the Matterhorn   K2  
	Consolidating previous years plus:
Paraguay        Uruguay     Bolivia      Peru      Columbia     Venezuela    Guyana     Suriname    French Guiana    Brasilia   Manaus     Salvador    

Sao Paulo    Curitiba

 Amazon Basin      Patanal (wetlands)   

Brazilian Highlands   
Rio de Janeiro

Sea of Japan   

Philippine Sea  

Hokkaido     Honshu    Shikoku    Kyushu

Poles   Arctic/ Antarctic circle

Sahara desert

	Place Knowledge
	· Identify similarities and differences of physical and human features between the UK and Australia from pictures
	· Describe and compare the physical and human similarities and differences of locations studied 
· Explain how a place changes over time (London)
· Use geographical language to describe features of a given place (tropical mangrove)
	· Compare at least two different countries and state their similarities and differences

· Make comparisons of the same geographical feature in different countries eg. Rivers of the world
	· Describe how settlements have changed over time
· Describe different regions of Spain (including Catalonia) and their features

· Identify and describe similarities and differences between two geographical regions (UK and Hawaii)
	· Compare and contrast the local area, with an area in North America
· Generate and answer questions about contrasting places
· Locate mountain ranges in a given place (UK)

· Identify, locate and describe coastal areas of the UK
· Compare and contrast specific mountain regions
	· Compare and contrast different regions of Brazil
· Describe how physical and human processes can lead to similarities/differences in the environments of places and in the lives of people who live there.
· Explain how physical and human processes lead to diversity and change in places.
· Explain how extreme climates affect the lives of people living there and the human and physical geography of a place

	Vocabulary
	Area      Different

Same     local
	Consolidating Year 1 plus:
Difference    similarity

Location      compare
	Consolidating previous years plus:

Largest    smallest       contrast

Region     settlement
	Consolidating previous years plus:
trend
	Consolidating previous years plus:
erosion
	Consolidating previous years 

	Human Geography
	· Use age appropriate vocabulary to verbally describe some human features of the countries in the UK/ local environment.

· Describe the basic differences between a village, town and city
	· Use age appropriate vocabulary to describe and explain human features of the local environment and locations studied
· Describe how human activity can be influenced by weather
	· Describe the difference between human and physical geography

· Use a range of sources to find out about the human geography of a location, including cities 

· Explain how humans use some natural resources

· Describe the impact of humans on some locations

· Describe and compare different features of human geography of a place, offering explanations for the locations for some of these features.
	· Explain how humans use land features within settlements 

· identifying and describing their human and physical characteristics.

· Describe how physical activity has impacted and/or changed the  human characteristics  of a place in the world.

· Understand how tourism can impact the economy of an area
	· Describe how human activity has impacted upon and/or changed the physical and human characteristics  of a place in the world
· Describe and compare cities based on population and area

· Use independent research to find out about the human geography of a country
· Describe how geographical landscapes can be used by humans (mountains)

· Describe the positive and negative impacts of human activity on an environment
	· Use age appropriate vocabulary to describe the human features of contrasting landscapes of a country studied
· Use cause and effect language to describe the impact of human activity on the world (deforestation)

· Understand and describe the impact urbanisation and push-pull human movement
· Begin to describe socio-economic differences within cities

· Understand and describe why a destination attracts tourists

· Compare and contrast the human geography of two locations

	Vocabulary
	 Town   
Capital

City     Country

House
Address   road   buildings

Flag   urban     rural    settlement    village
	Consolidating Year 1 plus:
Travel     visitors    school
     residential area     park

       human       activity(ies)    landmark
	Consolidating previous years plus:

Culture     human geography   population     tourism    language    currency    religion   customs    community   architecture    jobs    dam     famine    reservoir    positive    negative    pollution
	Consolidating previous years plus:

 resources    siting    museum    place of worship

Motorway

Dual carriage way   footpath       cathedral    vineyard    resort    tourism    tourist   autonomous community  government   development   independence   independent state    referendum   
	Consolidating previous years plus:

Canal     cargo      shipping   urban   rural   
Life expectancy    pier
Base cap    harvest   transport link     traffic
	Consolidating previous years plus:
Native      tribespeople    indigenous    

Yanomami Tribe   deforestation     farming/ logging    climate change    global warming    conservation   urbanisation

(un)employment

Expansion    accommodation

Overcrowding

Favela   shanty town    poverty

Migration   push-pull factors  industry    leisure

Trade   import    export    economy    public transport   yen        displaced people

	Physical Geography
	· Use age appropriate vocabulary to describe some physical features of the countries in the UK.

· Use age appropriate vocabulary to describe some physical features of studied countries from different continents verbally
· Know the some countries are hot and some are cold

· Know that weather may be different around larger countries
	· Use age appropriate vocabulary to describe and explain physical features of the local environment and locations studied

· Explore and describe seasonal patterns in London/ tropical area studied.
· Name and describe the four seasons
· Begin to explain how weather affects these areas eg. Plant growth
	· Know that locations have different climate zones depending on where they are located

· Describe some of different climate zones of the world

· Use age appropriate geographical language to describe specific rivers and mountains

· Use geographical language to describe the features of rivers and their journeys

· Describe and compare different features physical  geography of a place, offering explanations for the locations for some of these features.
	· Describe how physical activity has impacted and/or changed the physical characteristics  of a place in the world.

· Describe the difference between weather and climate

· Locate and describe climate zones within a country

· Use geographical language to describe how volcanoes are formed and erupt, beginning to use cause and effect language
· Understand and describe the physical process of tectonic movement


	· Use graphs and charts to describe and compare climates of different regions
· Describe the physical features of landscapes of an area, detailing formation

· Use independent research to find out about the physical geography of a country
· Describe the difference between a hill and mountain

· Understand and describe how mountains are formed

· Describe the difference between a sea and ocean
· Identify and describe specific features of individual mountains 

· Identify and describe climates of mountains based on geographical location
	· Use age appropriate vocabulary to describe the physical features of contrasting landscapes of a country studied
· Use age appropriate vocabulary to compare and contrast the physical geography of Japan to the Uk

· Describe the physical features of the Amazon Rainforest and its importance to the world
· Understand and describe the physical process which causes an earthquake
· Describe how location is linked to climate
· Use cause and effect language to describe droughts and their impact

· Describe and explain how physical processes have changed the characteristics of a landscape, country or continent.

· Sequence and explain the features of a physical weather process such as the water cycle.

· Use cause and affect language to describe the process of extreme weather phenomena and natural disasters

	Vocabulary
	Mountains    Hills

Lakes     Beach

Coast    Cold

Continent    Desert

Forest    Hill

Hot    Mountain

Ocean     Rain

River    Sea

Wind    weather
countryside
	Consolidating Year 1 plus:
Jungle     forest floor   
Moss     Vine    Branch     Root

Fern      Stream      Mangrove

Wet season       dry season    undergrowth        savannah

Seasonal    season    tropical     coastline
Tidal    tide      seabed     canopy

Cloud forest     fog      damp

Deciduous     evergreen    natural
Valley       cliff     lake     

Summer    Spring   Autumn    Winter
	Consolidating previous years plus:

Summit   climate     feature
Landscape

Physical geography   characteristic

Arid   semi-arid    humid   sub-tropical     highland    desert   mountain range    flood     delta       sediment      source    mouth   distributaries    tributaries    precipitation  
	Consolidating previous years plus:

Environment  mountainous

Oceanic climate   

Continental climate

Mediterranean climate  
Volcano   volcanic

Eruption   vent   lava   ash conduit   magma    crater    flank    throat
Composite/ strato volcano

Shield volcano

Dome volcano 

Active    formant   extinct

Tectonic plates   boundary

Convergent       divergent   transform       minerals   fertile soil, 

geothermal energy

crust    mantle

outer/ inner core
	Consolidating previous years plus:

Ice cap     Tundra     subarctic     warm temperate    land mass
Plains     glacier

Peninsula    terrain
Elevation      sea level

Fold mountain

Dome mountain

Formation    erosion    stack     cave    meander    estuary
Peak     altitude     alpine

Climate-dependent     vegetation   

Monsoon vegetation

impact
	Consolidating previous years plus:
Biodiversity      bog       swamp      marsh      submerge       aquatic    

Emergent layer     canopy layer    understory    

forest floor      dense

archipelago

earthquake        tsunami  

natural disaster

seismic waves    epicentre

magnitude    Richter scale

hot springs

water cycle     distribution

evaporation     condensation

transpiration     moisture

lightning    tropical storm

hurricane     typhoon    cyclone       blizzard   tornado

troposphere     curvature

	Fieldwork and geographical skills
	· Identify roads and rivers on maps

· Locate France on a map of Europe

· Know that lines on a map denote borders

· Identify Australia on world map and 

· Use a compass and explain what North, South, East and West are

· Answer simple questions regarding straight forward geographical patterns (e.g. what are the busiest times at the park?).

· Collect simple data during fieldwork such as the number of trees/houses 
· Draw a simple picture map, labelling particular features.
	· Identify and describe geographical human and physical features using an aerial photograph.

· Identify key features of the local area on a map, using a simple key

· Draw simple maps or plans using symbols for a key.

· Use simple compass directions and directional language to move around a map

· Use observation to describe the physical locality of the school and local area.

· Construct a simple 3D map

· Collect and organise simple data from first and second hand sources including fieldwork. (local area study)
	· Label continents and countries on a world map

· Locate countries in a particular continent of the world

· Begin to use an atlas and the internet to find and locate countries

· Use a climate zone map to identify what a countries climate is like

· Locate major cities on map 

· Locate geographical features on a map or atlas using symbols shown in a key (local area)
· Analyse data which they have collected from first hand observations and experiences, identifying any patterns (local area study)
	· Identify and use symbols and abbreviations on an OS map

· Use OS maps to plan routes, identifying landmarks

· Draw sketch maps and plans using standardised symbols and a key.

· Begin to use index and contents to navigate an atlas

· Use a key to label tectonic plates on a map

· Begin to use simple grid references to locate and plot

· Know and use the 8 points of a compass (local study)

· Collect and analyse data from first and second hand sources,  identifying and analysing patterns and suggesting reasons for them. (local area study)
	· Use time zone maps to describe and compare time zones in contrasting places
· Place countries, cities and islands on a map

· Use clues to locate counties on a map

· Use maps to answer questions about location

· Suggest/use sources for finding data/ information related to a task and analyse data collected to draw conclusions about a place or geographical issue.
· Communicate geographical knowledge in a range of ways
· Use four figure grid references to locate features on an Ordnance Survey or world map. (local study)
	· Use atlases, the web and satellite mapping tools to find out and present geographical information about a place.
· Use latitude and longitude when referring to location on a world map
· Use six figure grid references to locate features on an Ordnance Survey or world map.

· Analyse and present more complex data, from different sources, suggesting reasons why it may vary. 

· Produce accurate scaled maps.  (local area)



	Vocabulary
	Compass     Compass point

Direction     East

Map    North   Photograph

South      West 
	Consolidating Year 1 plus:
Aerial      perspective 

Cartographer    plan view
Key     symbol          3D     landmark        route
	Consolidating previous years plus:

Atlas        locate     climate zone

Temperature  
degrees Celsius  
globe     data      average    
	Consolidating previous years plus: 

ordinance survey map
index    grid reference

North-East, North West, South-East, South-West

pattern
	Consolidating previous years plus:

Area   four-figure grid reference      time zone      dawn   dusk     

Greenwich Meridian   topographical map     physical map
Plot    axis
	Consolidating previous years plus:
Six-figure grid reference
Proximity   consistent   

Latitude    longitude

Scale     co-ordinates

Degrees (with reference to co-ordinates)


EYFS

Links to Around the World.

Special people – Example: Fauja Singh. Where is he from?  Look at India and regions.

Look at the globe and discuss which animals live in certain parts of the world.  

Talk about the north and south pole.

Links to All About Me, mapping and fieldwork.

Look at the weather in the four seasons.   

Take children on seasonal walks four times a year and discuss changes (for example the pond in Red House Park may be iced over).

Look at features of the park such as the hills and ponds.  Look at road signs.

Google Earth – Where do I live?

Draw and create maps using lego.  

Make own maps for stories such as Little Red Riding Hood.  Comparisons with rainforests. 

Look at directions using BeBots. 

