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Grove Vale Primary School
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2025-2026

	Date this summary was published
	October 2025

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	March 2026

	Name of the school music lead
	Michelle Bunch

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	

	Name of local music hub 
	Sandwell Music (SIPS)

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	Enter Text here: read comment for guidance  
The school has been implementing the Kapow scheme of work from KS1 to end of KS2 for the past four years; using this scheme has increased the confidence and quality teaching from the non-specialist teachers. Instruments are frequently used for children develop musical skills in line with the progression of the national curriculum. 

SEND children are supported in the classroom and through extra sessions with the SEND coordinator using the Songdrawing Method. Due to the success of using this method, all support staff and EYFS teachers have been given training to be able to deliver to their students.

Regular assessments and performances are used to help drive progress and areas of less strength are given further attention through relevant activities to strengthen understanding in those concepts. 

In addition to weekly timetabled lessons, the children are supported in further developing singing and listening skills through weekly assemblies and a planned musical genre calendar. 

Specialist provision supports the teaching in three different year groups termly through whole class tuition in Tuned Percussion (Year 2), Djembe-African Music in Year 5 and Samba ensemble in Year 4). 

We have also implemented a Singing Curriculum where every class learns a planned song per term and performs in during assembly which covers age related singing skills.



[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	Children are offered to receive instrumental tuition in drums, woodwind, strings and brass; they are encouraged to practice and take regular assessments (grades) in their instruments. They are given opportunities to perform for an audience and their achievements are celebrated.

The school has a popular lunch time choir, led by the music lead, that currently performs twice a year along with the instrumentalists. We have also taken part in mass choir event at the Symphony Hall.
Ensemble performances led by the specialist teacher are scheduled termly for families and friends in Tuned Percussion, Djembe and Samba.




Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	The school has been successful in becoming the lead primary music school for Sandwell as part of the Black Country Music Hub.
The music lead for the school is a member of SLT and themselves a proficient musician. Therefore, music is seen as an important and valued part of school life: weekly planned assemblies for singing and listening, a strong music curriculum that is supported with CPD for the teachers to be able to deliver with confidence and quality and records demonstrating progression are kept and monitored for each class and the individuals taking small group tuition. 

The school uses its strong relationship with the Sandwell Music Service to seek opportunities for the school and its families to participate in ensembles and events in the community. Furthermore, the school has been creating links with local organizations for opportunities for children to perform. 

Theme days are planned which incorporate music from a range cultures and genres, and where possible, specialist musicians are brought in to work with the children.  Live music opportunities are given priority through the year to encourage children to have musical aspirations.


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	School to track and monitor engagement in enrichment, ensuring that there is a large proportion of students able to engage in music in and out of school by building strong relationships with SIPS Music staff and encourage children and parents’ participation in ensembles out of school.
Co-curricular music is supported by school and time is allocated to run groups successfully – engage children where there are gaps in provision, e.g. KS1 ensemble group, liaise with SIPS Music teachers to form an ensemble. 
Students to have a leadership role in musical opportunities in school and lead the change in provision (Creative Crew)
The views of pupils are considered when developing music provision – pupils are instrumental in collecting data on diversity, opportunities outside of school, musical interests, and open-ended opportunities. ‘Creative Crew’ to support the development of this area.
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