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Discussion

What are the indicators 

that your child is 

struggling with spelling?



Difficulties:



Co-occurring difficulties 



Poor phonological awareness



Writing difficulties 





Visual processing difficulties 



Things that can help



Supporting spelling 

 Praise and mark content – pink errors in words you know they can spell or 

have been working on.

 Encourage ‘have a go’ at a word while writing – write as many letters as 

possible and underline to check later.

 Access to whiteboard for trying out spellings

 Have word banks available

 Use of alphabet arcs

 Access to phonic charts

 Children using spell checkers or dictionaries

 Use alphabetically arranged personal words books



Learn to spell words

Whenever possible, learn words in groups, with others of the same pattern.

Rhyming                   Alliterative            same letter pattern

Camp                                step                        sort        

Damp                                stop                       born 

Lamp                                 stand                     pork



Look – cover – write - check



Spelling when writing 



Proof reading for spelling

Proof reading is a 

laborious and 

exhausting task for 

someone who finds 

spelling a challenge, 

but it is very important.



Helping with spelling - intervention

 Look what you get wrong and process/apply one of the strategies

 Chunking (Words are broken down into between two and four 

chunks and each “chunk” is memorised separately, before being 

combined to spell the whole word. Look for smaller words within 

bigger words or distinct sounds which can be pulled out and 

memorised individually.)

 Mnemonic (big elephants can always understand small elephants)

 Spelling rules








